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MONTSERRAT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

Meeting No. 8 of the 18th Parliament 

Tuesday 24th June, 9:00 a.m. 

Conference Room, Montserrat Cultural Centre, Little Bay 

 

 
1. PRAYERS  

 

2. OATHS 

 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

Minutes No. 4 of the 18th Parliament, dated Monday, 07th 

April 2025. 
 
Minutes No. 5 of the 18th Parliament, dated Tuesday, 08th 

April 2025. 
 

4. PAPERS TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE 

 

(a) (a) Financial Secretary 

 

(i) Schedule of Virement #1 of April - March 
2024/2025; 
 
(ii) Schedule of Virement #2 of April - March 
2024/2025; 

 
(iii) Montserrat National Trust – Statement of Finan-

cial Position for Year Ended 31st March, 2024. 
 
S R & O No. 25 of 2024 Customs Duties and 

Consumption Tax (Si-
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mon’s Rock in Montserrat 

Educational Foundation 
Inc.) (Exemption) Order; 

 

S R & O No. 26 of 2024 Customs Duties and 
Consumption Tax (Hurri-
cane Risk Reduction and 
Resilience Drive) (Exemp-
tion) Order; 

 

 

S R & O No. 29 of 2024 Consumption Tax 
(Greenaway Equipment 
LLC) (Exemption) Order; 

 
S R & O No. 34 of 2024 Customs Duties and 

Consumption Tax (Elec-
tric and Hybrid Vehicles) 
(Exemption and Reduc-
tion) Order; 

 

S R & O No. 37 of 2024 Income and Corporation 

Tax (Individual) (Exemp-
tion) Order; 

 
S R & O No. 38 of 2024 Tax Information Ex-

change (Convention on 
Mutual Administrative 

Assistance in Tax Mat-
ters) (Implementation) 
(Montserrat) (Amendment 

of Schedule) Order; 
 
S R & O No. 39 of 2024 Customs Duties and 

Consumption Tax (Altera-
tion of Rate of Customs 
Duties and Consumption 
Tax) (Christmas Barrel) 
Order; 

 

S R & O No. 40 of 2024 Customs Duties and 
Consumption Tax 
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(Christmas Decorations) 

(Exemption) Order; 
 
S R & O No. 13 of 2025 Work Permit (Exemption) 

Order; 
 

S R & O No. 14 of 2025 Customs Duties (Coretta 
Fergus) (Exemption) Or-
der; 

 

S R & O No. 15 of 2025 Customs Duties (Leny 

Burns) (Exemption) Or-
der; 

 
S R & O No. 16 of 2025  Tax Information Ex-

change (FATCA Agree-

ment) (UK IGA) (Montser-
rat) (Implementation) 
(Amendment) Regula-
tions. 

 

(b) Attorney General 

 
   S R & O No. 27 of 2024 Terrorism, Terrorist Fi-

nancing, and Proliferation 
(Sanctions) Act, 2024 
(Commencement) Order 
2024; 

 
 S R & O No. 28 of 2024 Legislative Assembly 

(Powers, Privileges and 

Immunities) Act, 2024 
(Commencement) Order 
2024; 

 
S R & O No. 32 of 2024 Prison (Amendment) 

Rules 2024; 
 
S R & O No. 33 of 2024 Child Justice Act 2024 

(Commencement) Order 

2024; 
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S R & O No. 36 of 2024 Cemeteries Regulations 

2024; 
 

S R & O No. 41 of 2024 Proclamation Declaring 

Block 12 Parcel 1/170 to 
be a Prison; 

 
S R & O No. 12 of 2025 Child Justice Act 2024 

(Commencement) Order 
2025. 

 

 

5. MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

 

6. GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

 

7. UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

 

8. QUESTIONS 

 

9. MOTIONS 

 

(1) The Premier and Minister of Finance and Econom-

ic Management to move: 

 

The Introduction and First Reading of the Bill 

 

(i)  Public Procurement Bill 2025 
 
 

(2) The Attorney General to move: 

 

The Introduction and First Reading of the Bill: 

 

(ii) Police (Amendment) Bill 2025 
 

The Second and Third Reading of the Bill: 

 
(iii) Seventh-Day Adventist Church Incorpora-

tion (Amendment) Bill 2025 
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(3) Honourable Donaldson Romeo to move a Resolu-

tion: 

 

‘Consideration of an increase in support to the income 

and salaries of the Vulnerable, the Working Poor, Pen-
sioners, Public Servants and other affected persons in 
the Public and Private Sector.’ 

 
10. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 

ooOoo 
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MONTSERRAT  

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MEETING 

 

Hansard No. 8 of the 18th Parliament 

Held on Tuesday, 24th June, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. 

Conference Room, Montserrat Cultural Centre, Little Bay 

 
PRESENT: 

  

Honourable Marjorie Smith Speaker 

Honourable Reuben Meade Premier/Minister of Finance & Economic 

Management 

Honourable Veronica Dorsette-Hector Deputy Premier & Minister of Buildings, 

Utilities, Infrastructure, Labour, Trans-

portation, Energy, & Ecclesiastic Affairs 

Honourable Ingrid Buffonge  Minister for Education, Health, & Social 

Services 

Honourable John Osborne  Minister for Agriculture, Land, Housing, 

Environment, Youth Affairs & Sports  

Honourable Crenston Buffonge Parliamentary Secretary 

Honourable Dwayne Hixon Parliamentary Secretary 

Honourable Paul Lewis Leader of the Opposition 

Honourable Donaldson Romeo Opposition Member of Parliament 

Honourable Nyota Mulcare Opposition Member of Parliament  

Honourable Sheree Jemmotte-Rodney Attorney General  

Honourable Kenya Lee                   Financial Secretary  
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1. PRAYERS 

 

 The prayer was led by the Honourable Veronica Dorsette-Hector. 

 

2. OATHS 

 

 Ms. Fiona Meade takes the oath as Acting Clerk of the Legislative  

 Assembly. 

  

 Ms. Alverna Weekes takes the oath as Acting Financial Secretary. 

Madam Speaker said: 

  I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, if it pleases you, I beg to move a motion for the 

amendment of the Order Paper. Under motions, number nine, the 

Premier and Minister of Finance and Economic Management to move 

the Public Procurement Bill. It should read the first reading of the 

Public Procurement Bill 2025. Thank you.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Do we have a seconder? Recognise the Honourable Minister of 

BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Madam Speaker, I rise to second the motion.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Members, it has been moved and seconded that the Order Paper be 

amended to reflect the introduction and first reading of the Bill Public 

Procurement Bill 2025.  

 

The question was put and carried. 
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Madam Speaker said: 

The Order Paper will be amended accordingly.  

 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Madam Speaker said: 

Do we have someone to move the motion that the minutes be con-

firmed? I recognise the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Paul Lewis said: 

Madam Speaker, I rise to move the motion for the confirmation of the 

minutes.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Do we have a seconder? Recognise the Honourable Deputy Premier. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Madam Speaker, I rise to second the motion moved by the Honoura-

ble Leader of the Opposition. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Members, if we are all content for both sets of Minutes No. 4 dated 

Monday, 7th April 2005 (sic) and Minutes No. 5 dated Tuesday, 8th 

April 2025 to be confirmed as presented. It has been moved and se-

conded. 

 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Minutes No. 4 and 5 dated 7th April and Tuesday, 8th April re-

spectively have been duly confirmed. 

 

4. PAPERS TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE 
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Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Financial Secretary (Ag).  

The Financial Secretary Acting said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise to lay on the table 

of this Honourable House the following papers appearing under the 

name of the Financial Secretary.  

i. Schedule of Virement No. 1 of April to March 2024/2025; 

ii. Schedule of Virement No. 2 of April to March 2024/2025;  

iii. Montserrat National Trust Statement of Financial Position for 

year ended 31st March 2024; 

iv. SR&O No. 25 of 2024 – Customs Duties and Consumption Tax 

(Simon’s Rock in Montserrat Educational Foundation Inc.) 

(Exemption) Order; 

v. SR&O No. 26 of 2024 – Customs Duties and Consumption Tax 

(Hurricane Risk Reduction and Resilience Drive (Exemption) 

Order; 

vi. SR&O No. 29 of 2024 – Consumption Tax (Greenaway Equip-

ment LLC (Exemption) Order; 

vii. SR&O No. 34 of 2024 – Customs Duties and Consumption Tax 

(Electric and Hybrid Vehicles) (Exemption and Reduction) Or-

der; 

viii. SR&O No. 37 of 2024 – Income and Corporation Tax (Individ-

ual) (Exemption) Order; 

ix. SR&O No. 38 of 2024 – Tax Information Exchange Convention 

on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters Implemen-

tation Montserrat Amendment of Schedule Order; 

x. SR&O No. 39 of 2024 – Customs Duties and Consumption Tax 

(Alteration of Rates of Customs Duties and Consumption Tax- 

Christmas Barrel) Order; 
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xi. SR&O No. 40 of 2024 – Customs Duties and Consumption Tax 

(Christmas Decorations) (Exemption) Order; 

xii. SR&O No. 13 of 2025 – Work Permit (Exemption) Order; 

xiii. SR&O No. 14 of 2025 – Customs Duties (Coretta Fergus) (Ex-

emption) Order; 

xiv. SR&O No. 15 of 2025 – Customs Duties (Lenny Burns) (Ex-

emption) Order; and 

xv. SR&O No. 16 of 2025 – Tax Information Exchange FATCA 

Agreement UKIGA Montserrat’s Implementation Amendment 

Regulations. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Attorney General. 

The Attorney General said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise to lay on the table 

of this Honourable House the following papers appearing under the 

name of the Attorney General. 

i. SR&O No. 27 of 2024 – Terrorism Terrorist Financing and Pro-

liferation Sanctions Act 2024 Commencement Order 2024; 

ii. SR&O No. 28 of 2024 – Legislative Assembly Powers, Privi-

lege and Immunities Act 2024 Commencement Order 2024; 

iii. SR&O No. 32 of 2024 – Prison Amendment Rules 2024; 

iv. SR&O No. 33 of 2024 – Child Justice Act Commencement Or-

der 2024; 

v. SR&O No. 36 of 2024 – Cemeteries Regulations 2024; 

vi. SR&O No. 41 of 2024 – Proclamation Declaring block 12 Par-

cel 1/170 to be a prison; and  
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vii. SR&O No. 12 of 2025 – Child Justice Act 2024 Commence-

ment Order 2025. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

5. MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Madam Speaker said: 

 I recognise the Honourable Minister of Health and Education. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Permission for a short Ministerial Statement, Madam Speaker?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I didn't get notice of that.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

It was sent this morning, Madam Speaker. It is short and brief and 

summarizes what we're doing in the Ministry for the benefit of the 

people of Montserrat, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Okay, I will allow it. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Very quick and very basic. Thank you, Madam Speaker, for allowing 

this late submission of this Ministerial Statement. There have been ex-

treme time pressures over the last few days. I must commend your 

work as Speaker and the work of Dr. Baker and your entire team for a 

very professional and well-led department. 

 

In healthcare, Madam Speaker, we welcome the training of trainers in 

CPR this week, something long-awaited in health for years. With this 

effort, our CPR trainers could then train our local health workers in 

life-saving techniques. What this means is that we will achieve sus-

tainability in providing training in basic and advanced life support to 
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nurses and doctors on island with regular updates to training and regu-

lar practice, and this has been missing over the past decades. I'm ex-

tremely excited that it's happening now. Sustainable training in really 

relevant aspects of emergency care. We welcome, of course, the arri-

val of the new ambulances with the training arranged with this pack-

age. Again, progress in emergency care. We still await, unfortunately, 

the details of an MoU with Guadeloupe, which is our closest and most 

capable neighbour, and just further encouragement to the Ministry of 

Health in terms of the importance of this MoU in ensuring that people 

on Montserrat can receive high-level care in time-critical situations in 

an area that's just right nearby in order to reduce mortality and mor-

bidity when persons present with medical emergencies.  

 

I welcome the creation of the role of the emergency medicine consult-

ant for the hospital. The casualty will be renamed either the emergen-

cy department or some other more relevant department, so this emer-

gency medicine consultant with years of experience and massive 

amounts of training in emergency care will man this department and 

will help with the working out of guidelines and protocols for the de-

partment, so that everything runs smoothly. When you present with 

your emergency, we shall have you.  

 

I welcome the decision of the Ministry of Health to commence the pe-

ripheral vascular disease clinics on Montserrat, or circulation clinics, 

led by a vascular surgeon. So, funding has been found for this person 

to visit and to start the clinics, and I applaud the health promotion 

team who are planning an island-wide screening and awareness pro-

gram in September, which is World Peripheral Vascular Disease 

Month, World Circulation Month. We intend to bring our amputation 

rate on this island down to zero, so well done to the Ministry of 

Health. I celebrate, as previously, the availability of Alteplase on 

Montserrat this year in February, a clock-busting medication useful in 

managing certain types of strokes and heart attacks and I massively 

congratulate the radiology team in operating a fantastic CT service, a 

very capable department that need further support. I congratulate the 

health transformation project for the essential progress in healthcare 

that has continued. I'd like to specifically congratulate the team for se-

curing continued funding for health transformation and I must 

acknowledge our local Ministry of Finance, our Premier and FCDO 
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for recognising the importance of continuing support for the giant 

steps we have made in healthcare through health transformation.  

 

I would like to thank the Honourable Premier for his wisdom in secur-

ing plans for dialysis for Montserrat. He has helped us to divert old 

EU funds for the hiring of dialysis nurses and dialysis technicians, and 

he has welcomed an application for equipment through the Small Cap-

ital Projects Fund route for finding equipment for this project. We still 

have a long way to go in terms of decision-making and planning, but 

we remain extremely hopeful.  

 

I must acknowledge the presence of Dr. Del Riego on island. This is 

the PAHO WHO lead, who has been in Montserrat since yesterday, 

and has met with our Premier and other stakeholders. Amazing work 

is about to commence with collaboration with PAHO, and some of 

this will involve data collection, which will allow us to assess what 

we have on island more adequately, and a lot of this work will go to-

wards health financing, that's been a promise for the past 10 plus 

years.  

 

In Healthcare, I await progress in other areas. We need to push on 

with documenting health policy, addressing health law, we need more 

work on the cancer screening registry concept and the cancer registry 

and a study is about to be done in relation to this concept of cancer 

families on Montserrat and the high prevalence of cancer which hope-

fully will lead to really good screening programs so that we can find 

our cancers early so people do not have to die of cancer on this island 

or travelling overseas for care.  

 

In Education, please note the large number of jobs on the Government 

of Montserrat website. Many of them support the special educational 

needs program, so special educational needs coordinators, speech and 

language therapists, and education psychologists. We await the arrival 

of an education project manager, a person who will help with the for-

mulation of projects and will support increasing technical subjects in 

the schools, will help us to grow our special educational needs pro-

gram, will support a project in digital transformation of education and 

will support teacher recruitment and retention programs.  
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Presently, in education, it is all hands on deck for the 8-week summer 

program we have planned. This has come out of the concept of child 

safeguarding with a huge effort to expose students to a variety of real-

ly uplifting activities from agriculture to technical subjects to sports, 

swimming, ocean science, informational technology, including gam-

ing, art and craft, costume design, masquerade, calypso, and so much 

more. Some of the costumes being produced at this camp will be used 

at upcoming festivals.  Madam Speaker, I thank the Cabinet for ap-

proving funding for this program, and a huge thank you to the De-

partment of Youth Affairs and Sports, the Montserrat Children's Soci-

ety, the Museum, and DITES for agreeing to merge with our summer 

program to create a grand event that will really create an uplift in the 

student population.  

 

In Social Services, we're still waiting, Madam Speaker, for paperwork 

regarding getting children on Montserrat, the same rights regardless of 

where they're from. At present, if you're a non-national child, you 

have to pay at the hospital, whereas if you're a Montserratian, you 

don't, and this creates a disparity, dividing us down socioeconomic 

lines. We do not want some mothers who have to decide on whether 

or not they need to buy medication or food one afternoon, as opposed 

to the Montserratian mothers just being able to get medication for free 

for their children. So, this is really important to us as a team, and this 

is coming soon. There's also some work that has to be done on the 

laws which govern how we support people. So, if you've lived on 

Montserrat for 20 years but you're not a Montserratian, and we con-

sider you one of us, and you need to be medivaced somewhere, ac-

cording to the laws, we are unable to support you, so this must 

change. So that's it in a nutshell; lots more could have been said. Time 

is precious, Madam Speaker. I just want to thank the team and thank 

the teams at the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, and Social 

Services for their hard work and continued support to this party.  

 

Oh, our Premier wants us to mention that in the summer program, we 

have a special team coming that is supporting training in special edu-

cational needs. So, they arrive on island shortly, and they will be as-

sisting the teachers at some of our schools and teaching assistants in 

how to manage students with special educational needs. So, it's a big 

part of our summer program. The summer program facilitates the up-

lifting of students aged 5 to 16, and this will include a population of 
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students with special educational needs, and please let it be known 

that we intend to support all children with this program. Thank you. 

 

6. GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

7. UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

8.  QUESTIONS 

Madam Speaker said: 

 I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Questions to the Honourable Premier from Honourable Donaldson 

Romeo 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. My first question is to the 

Honourable Premier and Minister of Finance.  

1. With the significant increase in the cost of goods in recent years, 

can the Honourable Minister of Finance tell us how and when 

exactly can the people of Montserrat expect to see reductions in 

the duty charged on vehicles, car parts, food, medicine, clothes, 

building materials, cooking gas, white goods and other essential 

items? 

Madam Speaker said: 

  Recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I want it to 

be noted that my responses have been circulated late, but circulated 

nonetheless. We do recognise that the cost of imported products will 

increase based on geopolitics and its impacts on our economy. I am 

absolutely certain, as the former Premier for Finance, the Honoura-

ble Member would understand the implications of reducing tariffs and 

the fact that such reductions would require the prior approval of the 

FCDO. We have a proposal for the reduction on import duties on 
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building materials given the importance of construction on the socio-

economic impact on our people. Secondly, we all know that import 

charges are based on insurance and freight, including cost. We cur-

rently have a proposal before Cabinet for the reduction on the freight 

element by 50% in the computation of import charges for all goods. 

This in our estimation is better than selecting a few goods for tariff 

reductions and once we have determined the impact over the first fis-

cal year it will be reviewed for further consideration. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I'm very happy to hear that Honourable 

Premier. Just one thing, you missed telling us when can we expect 

these prices to actually be available to us, the reductions in the cost of 

goods, based on your proposals to the British Government and your 

own changes in Cabinet. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, since I cannot speak for the entire Cabinet, I can on-

ly say that the Paper is before Cabinet for consideration. It's also in 

discussions with the FCDO so we await the approval process. We're 

hoping, however, that we will be in a position to have it in place be-

fore the end of July. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My second question.  
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2. In addition to conducting flights on Tuesday and Friday morn-

ings between St. Marten and Montserrat, Winair will also leave 

St. Marten at 3.30 p.m. to arrive on Montserrat one hour later at 

4.30 p.m. on Sundays. Can the Honourable Minister for access, 

tell this Honourable House what the cost of the contract ar-

rangements with Winair was before these additional flights on 

Tuesdays were added, and what is the additional cost to the con-

tract now? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. The agreement with Winair covers a 

schedule for both peak and off-peak months until the end of the finan-

cial year, that is 31st of March, 2026. The budget allocation agreed 

with Winair for a full year of twin otter operations is EC $2.3 million. 

The service is being implemented in phases. We began with two days 

per week, and increasing in line with our agreed schedule of Fridays 

and Sundays. Furthermore, our agreement also makes provision for 

additional airlift during the peak periods, December and March, on 

the Antigua route, daily flights from St. Marten and daily flights then 

return to St. Marten. So, we'll do the Antigua, they'll come from St. 

Marten to Montserrat, Montserrat, Antigua, Montserrat, several 

flights per day. Then, when they've concluded that, at the end of the 

day, they do their flight returning to St. Marten. There is no additional 

cost associated with the expansion to include Tuesday flights, nor the 

peak period flights from Montserrat to Antigua return during the De-

cember and March peak period travel periods.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

A supplemental please Madam Speaker.  
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Can the Honourable Premier provide us, maybe not now, but follow-

ing this Assembly, with greater details on how this contract is 

worked out with Winair, as much details as possible. Can you do 

that?  

 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, in a letter written to the Honourable Leader of the 

Opposition, I indicated that I have absolutely no problem sharing in-

formation with the Opposition and that we must schedule meetings 

where we can have full discussions on any matter which they wish to 

raise. So, at your next meeting, I will seek to have that available for 

you. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question. 

 

3. Can the Honourable Premier tell this Honourable House why a 

Twin Otter with two pilots and a seating capacity of up to 19 pas-

sengers, costs US $260 for a return flight between Montserrat 

and St. Marten, 124 miles away, while a 7-seater Islander with 

one pilot costing over US $400 with one pilot on a 17-minute 

flight from Antigua to Montserrat just 36 miles away? Let me re-

peat that. Can the Honourable Premier tell this Honourable 

House why a Twin Otter with two pilots and a seating capacity of 

up to 19 passengers, costs US $260 for a return flight between 

Montserrat and St. Marten, 124 miles away, while a 7-seater Is-

lander was costing over US $400 with one pilot on a 17-minute 

flight from Antigua to Montserrat just 36 miles away? 

Madam Speaker said: 
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I recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, significant differences in airline pricing can be at-

tributed to various factors. Firstly, the St. Marten to Montserrat route 

is a new gateway with direct international connections for which an 

attractive initial price was set to encourage route maximisation and to 

stimulate demand. Prior to the introduction of the price cap, the Gov-

ernment of Montserrat was not involved in the pricing mechanisms 

which were used by the airlines. However, recognising the public out-

cry regarding the cost of air travel and the need to increase visitor ar-

rivals to stimulate economic growth, the government, in collaboration 

with the FCDO, has now implemented a price cap on the Montserrat 

to Antigua route for the remainder of this financial year. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I'm not so sure how to... May I just give a supplemental, Madam 

Speaker?  

 

Madam Speaker, the Isles of Scilly, a British Dependent Territory, 

with 2,500 people, moves over 200,000 people, passengers a year, in 

and out. 2,500 population, 200,000 plus. The cost of travel by sea, 

they have sea and air access, is, I think, 75 pounds, and by air, just 

under EC$500. Honourable Premier, will your government be satis-

fied with the present costing between Antigua and Montserrat, as 

you just suggested, or will you be pushing the British Government to 

reduce the airfare even more, so that local people can afford, many 

can't afford it now, and that more tourists and visitors will be en-

couraged to come to Montserrat if the price is a lot lower especially 

when the UK Government itself has said that without reducing these 

costs significantly and most business people in Montserrat and gen-

eral public know without reducing that we will not grow out of de-

pendency on the British Government. We will not grow. Will you not 

fight for a greater reduction than the present price that we have? 
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Madam Speaker said: 

Honourable Member, your question is not seeking clarification on the 

response that he gave. You are asking him something new: if he will 

make a presentation to the British Government. You realise that?  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Madam Speaker, with all due respect, his answer referred to the fact 

that he responded to the public pressure that we need to reduce the air-

fare. So, I'm asking him whether he will not fight more, whether it's to 

the British or will he not fight more for a greater reduction. That's my 

question. That's what it's in line with. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I do understand what you're saying, but you know what the rules say.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, Madam.  

Madam Speaker said: 

So, I will allow the supplementary, but I'm just alerting you that you 

keep in line. Thanks. I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, we need to understand the difference between the 

Overseas Territories and the UK's other territories, Guernsey, Jersey, 

etc, and their relationship with the British Government. We also have 

to think in terms of economies of scale. So, trips between the Isles of 

Scilly and the UK are domestic trips and therefore fit within domestic 

legislation. Trips between Antigua and Montserrat, unfortunately, are 

still considered international trips in spite of CARICOM and OECS 

claiming that we have an OECS and CARICOM single market and 

economy. And we have to continuously work within the CARICOM 

and OECS framework to ensure that the water that separates us does 

not divide us. So, therefore, we need to make sure that a trip from An-

tigua to Montserrat is considered a domestic trip, as is a trip from An-

tigua to Barbuda or from St. Vincent to the Grenadines. In this way, 
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we do not have to go through the IMO certifications, which are ex-

tremely expensive and which will require substantial investment. So, if 

we make it a domestic trip, we can reduce the cost of travel. I've made 

a statement both at CARICOM and virtually at the recently concluded 

OECS meeting that we have to move in that direction. If we're making 

the single market and economy work, there must be domestic space. 

So, travelling from Amsterdam to Brussels is a domestic trip. We need 

from Antigua to Montserrat to be a domestic trip, and that will then 

reduce the cost. Secondly, the tariff charge or the taxes charged by 

Antigua for this international trip for an airline is US$40. So, that has 

to be included in the charge. If it's a domestic trip, we will then be in a 

position to reduce that charge and reduce the cost of both air and sea 

travel. Madam Speaker, there's also the consideration that every re-

quest has to be backed by data. And as we've indicated, a lot of the 

things which we're doing here are being done for a one-year period in 

the first instance, so that we can gather the data to make a sufficient 

case for the British Government. And we will be moving from the 

FCDO to the Treasury come 2026. So therefore, we need even more 

data to justify our case to the Treasury. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Further clarity, Madam Speaker, if you allow for further clarity on 

what he just said.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let's hear it.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My question is, what does whether we are domestic or not have to do 

with the level of subsidy given, whether we are a dependent territory 

or not? What does that have to do with convincing Her Majesty's 

Government with providing more funds? Plus, Madam Speaker, can 

the Honourable Premier tell us, is there not enough evidence? I'm 

referring to what he just said, Madam Speaker. Is there not enough 
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evidence already in our hand that our economy is falling flat on its 

face? People can't afford to travel. Isn't there enough evidence over 

the past four years, and especially when the very Honourable Prem-

ier before us argued and won a cost for ferry that was $300 for do-

mestic travel? Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I hope this is the last supplementary on this matter. I 

recognise that the Honourable Member is going down a particular 

route. But data is not just picked out of the sky. And yes, you will 

claim that there should be data from the past 10 years. We do not 

have that data readily available for the strategy which is being postu-

lated. So therefore, over the next financial, over this financial year, 

we're seeking to gather the data to make justification for additional 

support as it relates to access.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question to the Honourable 

Premier.  

 

4. Can the Honourable Minister of Access tell this Honourable 

House how many Twin Otters and Islanders his government in-

tends to have servicing Montserrat over the next eight months?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, can I presume that he 

is going to ask question 4 later on or he is not going to ask question 4? 
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Because one leads on to the other. Can I seek that clarification from 

him, please?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Honourable Romeo, you missed a question.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I'll ask it afterwards.  

The Premier said: 

Okay. It leads into it. Madam Speaker, question 4 speaks to some 

$3.28 million was allocated to Access for the year 2025 to 2026. 

That's a question which he has in question 4. And the reason why I'm 

doing that, Madam Speaker, is that question 4 has implications on the 

response for question 5. 

Madam Speaker said: 

But just a minute, Honourable...  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Point of Order. 

Madam Speaker said: 

What is your Point of Order? 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Madam Speaker, if you'll allow, I'll ask question 4 to help him pro-

ceed. Let me ask question four.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Okay. Let it flow smoothly. Thanks.  
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Okay. Some EC $3.283,800 million was allotted to Access for the 

year 2025 to 2026. Can the Honourable Minister responsible for Ac-

cess tell this Honourable House how much has been spent so far by 

giving a detailed breakdown, including how much was spent to sub-

sidise each of the three airlines, SVG, Fly Montserrat and Winair, 

as well as the cargo vessel that carries our cargo to and from Anti-

gua? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, the Government of Montserrat, in close collabora-

tion with the FCDO, is committed to enhancing access to the island. 

To date, of the sums allocated and ring-fenced to the Access Division, 

a total of EC $600,000 has been spent. Fly Montserrat, $223,000 for 

passenger travel support. That's a price cap. SVG, $154,000 for pas-

senger travel support, which is a price cap. And Winair, EC $222,000 

operational support. As it pertains to cargo, that vessel, we expect to 

pay EC $60,000 for this quarter. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My next question, then, Madam Speaker. 

 

5. Can the Honourable Minister of Access tell this Honourable 

House how many Twin Otters and Islanders his government in-

tends to have servicing Montserrat over the next eight months? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  
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The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, the Government of Montserrat intends to optimise 

air service by utilising a mixed fleet over the next eight months. This 

strategy includes one Twin Otter servicing the St. Marten-to-

Montserrat route via Winair, and also using that same aircraft to ser-

vice the Montserrat-Antigua, Montserrat route. One Twin Otter regu-

larly servicing the Montserrat-to-Antigua route via the SVG. In addi-

tion, an additional Twin Otter is expected to service this route during 

the peak period. Islander aircraft, two to three, servicing the Montser-

rat-to-Antigua route via Fly Montserrat and SVG. This comprehensive 

approach addresses historical challenges associated with relying 

solely on Islander aircraft, providing increased passenger capacity, 

enhanced reliability, and a foundation for economic development. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

The Honourable Premier basically answered the next question, but 

one section not, so I'll ask it.  

 

6. Can the Honourable Minister confirm whether SVG will also be 

flying a Twin Otter in and out of Montserrat over the next eight 

months, and if so, what will its schedule be, and how much will a 

one-way and return ticket cost?  

Madam Speaker said: 

You didn't ask question 6, Honourable Romeo. Was that intentional?  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Pardon me, Madam Speaker, again. It's a separate question, so he can 

answer the one I just asked. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Okay. I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  
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The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, as previously outlined, SVG will indeed be operating 

Twin Otter services this year. The intention is to have a daily service. 

However, given the fire service capacity requirements for Twin Otter 

operations at the airport, introduction of the SVG Twin Otter has been 

delayed and could possibly be phased, commencing with a three-day 

service and only increasing to daily operation once the fire service 

requirements are met. We are still working through the details in col-

laboration with the fire service and can only announce the actual 

schedule once we have the clearance to do so. The base fare that costs 

before taxes and fees on these tickets will be US$110 or EC$299 on 

inbound flights and EC$312 on outbound flights per single journey 

during the off-peak periods, and no higher than $340 during the peak 

season. The airline taxes and fees will be added to these costs and will 

be announced when the Twin Otter flights are ready to come in.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, Madam Speaker. My next question.  

 

7. Can the Honourable Minister tell this Honourable House how 

much of the cost of a passenger's ticket will be government sub-

sidy and how much will be the direct cost to the passenger over 

the next eight months? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, accurately itemising government subsidy and direct 

passenger cost per ticket is complex due to varying operational struc-

tures, base fare, and costings of each airline. Each operator presents 

unique challenges in fare negotiation, preventing a uniform approach. 

Madam Speaker, despite these complexities, the Government of Mont-
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serrat has successfully negotiated reasonable fares with both airlines 

on the Montserrat to Antigua route. On Fly Montserrat, the govern-

ment is contributing $258 to the cost of passenger tickets per single 

journey, up to the number of passengers agreed during the off-peak 

season. Government's peak period contribution will be $274 and will 

be applied during the peak months during December 1st to March 

31st, 2026, up to the agreed number of passengers. On SVG, the gov-

ernment applied a fare contribution of $214 up to the agreed number 

of passengers. Therefore, the direct cost to passengers during the off-

season return tickets are expected to range from $630 to $655, and 

that’s return. During the peak periods, return tickets will be approxi-

mately $705, with slight variations depending on the travel direction. 

And Madam Speaker, the reason for including depending on the travel 

direction, if you're going into Antigua, the taxes are higher and there-

fore there will be a marginal increase going into Antigua. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Madam Speaker, it's a bit confusing, but I know the Honourable 

Premier will come to the public and explain in more detail how this 

works. However, Madam Speaker, there's just one question regarding 

his answer.  

 

You said $630 during off-peak and $705 during peak. In addition to 

that, isn't there another $200 if you plan to spend more than 24 

hours in Antigua? So, if I wanted to go to Antigua to see the doctor 

and the doctor's appointment is for more than a day, I would be 

spending $800 to $900 plus to travel to Antigua and return. And 

Madam Speaker, I don't want to ask a question without presenting a 

solution. Madam Speaker, does the Honourable Premier remember 

that once the British Government actually paid the taxes, this extra 

$200 when appealed to because of the burden to people in Montser-

rat travelling to Antigua for more than a day.  

Madam Speaker said: 

So, what is the question? 
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

The question is, will people be paying the extra $200 tax on top of 

the $630 to make it $800 and $705 to make it $905? And is there not 

some way we can appeal to the British Government to pay the taxes 

as they did once before to ease the burden on the people of Montser-

rat who want to travel to Antigua for medical and other reasons that 

are important and necessary? And as we are part of OECS, you 

know, we want to work with our brothers too. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, domestic taxation is for the domestic government. 

The government of Antigua and Barbuda will charge whatever they 

wish to charge. I have had discussions with my colleague comrade in 

Antigua and I will continue to have those discussions with my col-

league.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Next question, Madam Speaker.  

 

8. Can the Honourable Minister of Finance tell this Honourable 

House what the government's short, medium and long-term 

plans are for access beyond the airline ticket subsidy?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, the current access initiatives are being implemented 

using a one-year feasibility strategic approach for the financial year. 
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This will provide critical data, identify successes and highlight lessons 

learned, which will form the foundation for longer-term access initia-

tives and strategies. Upon the conclusion of this financial year, the 

collected data will be utilized to formalize long-term plans and im-

plement sustainable long-term contract or agreement.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

A supplemental, please, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, if I remember correctly, in 2015, based on a study 

done by Matt McDonald, I think, it was concluded that the airport 

was inadequate and would prevent growth for Montserrat. It was not 

adequate for allowing economic growth. It was economically chok-

ing. So, it was already established by auditors and also, I think, the 

study by McDonald, since 2015 or thereabouts, that the airport is 

inadequate. Therefore, I'm asking the Honourable Premier, isn't 

there somewhere in your long-term plans a need for a new airport? 

Also, let me just leave it at that. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, if memory serves me right, and my memory seems to 

be fading sometimes, but wasn't the Honourable Gentleman the Prem-

ier in 2015? And did he have long-term plans for air access? That's 

one. Don't press your mic so soon. Secondly, we have to solve some of 

our short-term problems. Get the data to justify any application for 

funding for the long-term access issues. Without the data, we will not 

have a hope of accessing those funds. Madam Speaker, if I can recall, 

in 2015, there were no Twin Otters. During the tenure of the Honour-

able Gentleman, there was no Twin Otter service into Montserrat. We 

have now brought in the Twin Otter service. We are gathering the da-

ta. We are seeking to optimise the use of the airport. This will then 
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generate, again, as I indicated, the additional data sets required to 

provide a justification for a business case for the long-term strategy. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

A supplementary, Madam Speaker, for clarity and correction.  

Madam Speaker said: 

A supplementary again? Yes, he answered the question. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I need to clarify something because he made an error in something he 

said.  

Madam Speaker said: 

No, I have to refer to order number 27. Don't use your privilege to ask 

questions, to abuse the situation. Don't.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Sorry, Madam Speaker, that's not what I said. I want to clarify some-

thing. He made an error in his statement.  

Madam Speaker said: 

He made an error?  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, correct.  

Madam Speaker said: 

So, which means you knew the answer?  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 
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No, Madam Speaker, no. Just a slight error. I, too, may have made it. 

The public needs to know. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Let us hear it, please. Don't abuse your privilege.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, the McDonald's study was done before the airport was built. So, 

it was already decided or understood before the airport was built that 

it was inadequate. And, of course, I came and met no Twin Otters, and 

the Honourable Premier knows why and when we left; there was a 

move towards Twin Otters. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker said: 

The question, please. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I was clarifying certain facts. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Oh, you were clarifying?  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, clarifying the facts that he made wrong. That's all.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let's proceed, please. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you. Thank you.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, on a Point of Order. 
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Madam Speaker said: 

Let me hear the Point of Order, please.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I just need a clarification of what he said. And I 

think I have a right to respond to what he intimated. 

Madam Speaker said: 

So, you're responding to it now?  

The Premier said: 

Yes.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let's get this going.  

The Premier said: 

If the study was done prior to the Honourable Gentleman being the 

Premier, why did he not use that study to make the application for an-

other airport? And how can you do a study indicating that something 

cannot work, when in fact the government of the day accepted it, and 

you came in and met it and did nothing about it?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let us move on from here, please. Let us go to the next question. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I would love to clarify that, but we'll leave that.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let us move on.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 
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Thank you. Certainly, would love to, but we won't.  

 

9. Can the Honourable Premier tell this Honourable House wheth-

er the Access Division will be issuing a tender for ferry services? 

If so, when? If not, why not?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, there are no immediate plans to issue a tender for a 

ferry service. Upon assuming office, we found no ferry service in 

place and explored arrangements for Montserrat to benefit from re-

gional private sector ferry services. Recognising the complexities, 

such as SOLAS requirements to operate in Montserrat's waters, the 

Government of Montserrat has prioritised solidifying air travel, max-

imising the full potential of the John A. Osborne Airport, which offers 

substantial developmental benefits. While I acknowledge the public's 

desire for a ferry service, and we remain committed to its possibilities, 

it will require time to formalise the optimal path forward. The goal is 

to balance cost with the island's needs to ensure that any future ferry 

service supports long-term economic development.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

As a supplement, Madam Speaker, I can't help but ask the Honourable 

Premier…. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Let me hear which aspect of it you don't understand.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes. No, no, no. I'm asking a supplement, Madam Speaker. Sorry. 

Madam Speaker, I have to ask the Honourable Premier. 
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As an experienced Premier, did he not know all of what he just said 

prior to coming into office and as soon as he came into office, didn't 

he know those facts that he just stated?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let us move on to question 10, please. In other words, I'm not allow-

ing the supplementary. I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My next question to the Honourable Premier.  

 

10.The person holding the office of Premier during the period 2009 

to 2014 made an appeal to the United Nations to have Montserrat 

removed from the list of territories to be decolonised. As leader of 

government business, can the Honourable Premier tell us if he 

intends to make a similar request again, or whether he intends to 

work with the United Nations Decolonisation Committee in a dif-

ferent way this time around?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

 

The Premier said: 

Clearly, Madam Speaker, the Honourable gentleman does not under-

stand strategies in negotiations. There was never a formal representa-

tion to the UN for Montserrat to be removed from the list of countries 

to be decolonised. Let me repeat that, Madam Speaker. There was 

never a formal representation to the UN for Montserrat to be removed 

from the list of countries to be decolonised. And Madam Speaker, I 

happen to have been the Chief Minister at that time that he's referring 

to.  

 

The position taken at the CANTO meeting was a simple one. The 

committee cannot and will not tell the people of Montserrat when they 

should be removed from the list. That decision falls fully within the 
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remit of the people of Montserrat to do so. We, the people of this 

country, will determine when the time is right for us to move to inde-

pendence or not. No UN Decolonisation Committee will make that de-

termination for us. In order for a Territory to be removed from the de-

colonization, from the UN decolonisation list, certain protocols must 

be followed beyond a simple statement at a regional meeting. And I 

reiterate, Montserrat never submitted any such formal letters to the 

United Nations. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Madam Speaker, a supplemental. Madam Speaker. My question did 

not ask whether they made a formal appeal or state that he made a 

formal appeal, made a formal request. It says made an appeal, so let us 

leave it as that, and therefore, I’ll leave the rest for another time. 

Madam Speaker said: 

What is the question? What is the supplementary? 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Clarity, just clarifying 

Madam Speaker said: 

Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Madam Speaker, I was clarifying my question. My question did not 

state that he made a formal request. The question said he made an ap-

peal.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Okay, let's move on. You did say supplementary, so you confused us. 
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I know that. I know that. My next question.  

 

11.Members of the legislature were all consulted to determine the 

scope and design of the new Parliament building, which was be-

ing funded by the UK Government. The Opposition made a 

strong case for having proper office space and adequate equip-

ment to carry out the work of the Opposition Members. Can the 

Honourable Premier tell this Honourable House what aspects of 

the needs of the Opposition will be incorporated into the project 

to upgrade and refurbish the Montserrat Cultural Centre? Can 

the Honourable Premier tell this Honourable House what as-

pects of the needs of the Opposition will be incorporated into the 

project to upgrade and refurbish the Montserrat Cultural              

Centre?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, it was my understanding, and it still is my under-

standing, that the Office of the Opposition were adequately housed 

and had the requisite equipment. In my meeting with the Opposition 

team at the Office of the Premier, this matter never came up, nor am I 

aware of any submission to this effect. I do recognise that the Opposi-

tion has requested an additional amount of $100,000 over the $75,000 

which was provided in the Appropriation Act, for which the Honoura-

ble Romeo thanked the FCDO. The request for the additional sum of 

$100,000 has not been made with a proper business case, as is the re-

quirement for all Ministries and Departments when requesting addi-

tional sums. This also applies in equal measure to the Opposition Of-

fice. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 
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Madam Speaker, I will leave that to the Honourable Leader of the 

Opposition. I will not dare touch that one. My next question, Madam 

Speaker. Boy, oh boy. Well, well, well. I tell you.  

 

12.During the Honourable Premier's 2025 Budget presentation and 

debates last month, the Assembly and the public were informed 

for the first time that funds provided by the UK Government to 

build a new Parliament building will no longer be used for the 

purpose but to refurbish the Montserrat Cultural Centre. Can the 

Honourable Minister of Finance tell this Honourable House 

whether that decision was taken after discussion or in agreement 

with the entire legislature, or was it taken by the Honourable 

Premier on his own or by the majority of the Members on his 

side? And if so, why wasn't the entire legislature consulted? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance.  

The Premier said: 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I was not 

aware that as Minister for Finance, I needed to discuss reallocation of 

funds with the Legislative Assembly prior to it being discussed with 

the FCDO and Cabinet. Secondly, these are not decisions which can 

be taken by the Premier nor the Minister for Finance on his own. I 

don't know how you did it in your time, but this Minister of Finance 

will not make those decisions on my own. There must be internal con-

sultations followed by FCDO consultation prior to a Cabinet decision, 

prior to taking it back to the Legislative Assembly. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

A supplemental, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, pardon me. We 

were under the impression that the one Montserrat call would require 

some consultation, so clearly that is not so. But I think when we meet 

next time, we will discuss that. However, my supplemental is this.  
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Did you present a proper and full business case to the UK Govern-

ment for moving from building the Parliament building to refur-

bishing the Cultural Centre? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I can assure the Honourable Gentleman that the 

requisite procedures were followed by the Ministry of Finance in 

dealing with such allocations. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

 

Questions to the Honourable Minister for BUILT from Honourable 

Donaldson Romeo 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question is for the Honourable 

Minister of Buildings, Utilities, Infrastructure and Transportation. 

 

1. Can the Honourable Minister for BUILT tell this Honourable 

House whether there has been any progress with getting the hot 

mix plant operational, and if not, when will it be operational?  

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Thank you, Honourable Romeo.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. I am pleased to confirm that the hot mix 

plant is fully operational. While the public may have noticed a delay 

in roadworks, this has been primarily due to the aftermath of an in-

tense and unanticipated storm, which brought 7.1 inches of rainfall to 

Montserrat. The resulting impact on our roads, drainage systems and 

bridges may not have been catastrophic, but nevertheless it was sig-

nificant. As a result, Public Works Department resources were redi-

rected to address critical clean-up efforts across the road and drain-

age network. It is important to note or to highlight that the same PWD 

team responsible for clean up and remedial works is also tasked with 

roadworks to include the placing of asphalt. Additionally, during a 

routine inspection of the road paver, two hydraulic seals were found 

to be faulty and required replacement. This also created some delay. 

Our Ministry reached out to the suppliers of the seals, Interrex in the 

United Kingdom, but were informed that the seals were not a 

standalone purchase item and that we would need to purchase the en-

tire hydraulic cylinder unit. This was advanced administratively given 

the urgency. On the morning of June 23, 2025, our Ministry made 

contact with Interrex, and we were advised that the two hydraulic cyl-

inder units that were purchased would be shipped via FedEx the same 

day, with an expected arrival date to Montserrat by the end of June 

2025. We anticipate road repair activities will begin once the arrival 

of the parts and the installation into the paver have been completed. I 

am eager to get the work started, given the wear and tear on vehicles, 

risk to pedestrians, and government's overall thrust to build a better 

Montserrat in line with our five-star premium destination ambition. 

We urge persons, however, to desist from littering with cut vegetation 

which are going into our drainage system and blocking the drains. We 

appreciate the public's patience and understanding as we work to re-

store and improve the island's infrastructure in the wake of the recent 

flash flood impact and our ambitions as well to build a better Mont-

serrat.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My next question.  
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2. Can the Honourable Minister for Built tell this Honourable 

House if there has been any change in design for the seaport 

over the past six to nine months, and if so, exactly what and why?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. There has been no change to the design 

of the Montserrat Port Development Project over the last six to nine 

months. With this being a design-build contract, the contractor's de-

sign subcontract is the world-renowned marine design company WSP 

based in Texas, USA. It is a large multinational engineering and de-

sign firm and is a subsidiary of WSP Global. This company provides 

strategic consulting, planning, engineering and construction, as well 

as energy and community planning. Any changes to the design have to 

be authorised by the project's engineering consultants, Stantec, who 

have responsibility for setting the design criteria and ensuring that the 

design criteria are achieved by the contractor, who is Meridian. There 

has been a request by the contractor Meridian to move the roro ramp 

five meters outwards to avoid the possibility of dredging rocks. This 

change has not been authorised by the engineer Stantec. The contrac-

tor Meridian must provide all the relevant information, including the 

material test results and quantities of the rocks, before any authorisa-

tion can be considered.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My next question, Madam Speaker. 

 

3.  In keeping with your previous promise that updates regarding 

the Little Bay Port project will be provided as soon as it is appro-

priate, while respecting the confidentiality required for key con-

sultation matters. Can the Honourable Minister for BUILT up-
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date this House on the estimated date for the completion of the 

Little Bay Seaport project? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Honourable Romeo, thank you so very 

much for this question. At this time, unfortunately a new completion 

date has not yet been determined as discussions and negotiations are 

still ongoing with all key stakeholders, namely the Caribbean Devel-

opment Bank, CDB, UKCIF, that is United Kingdom Caribbean Infra-

structure Fund officials, the Foreign Commonwealth and Develop-

ment Office FCDO, Stantec, the Government of Montserrat and the 

contractor, Meridian. All stakeholders remain firmly committed to the 

successful delivery of the Montserrat Port Development Project and 

continue to recognise its strategic importance to this island's long-

term development. The way forward is currently under active discus-

sion at these highest levels.  

 

A dedicated task force and team of technical experts have been ap-

pointed and are meeting daily to navigate the challenges and deter-

mine a viable path ahead with shared goal of reaching a resolution as 

soon as possible. We recognise that as a people we have long waited 

the advancement of the development of the port at Little Bay and we 

are eager to move this critical infrastructure forward. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question.  

 

4. In St. Peter's a constituent had his house flooded due to inade-

quate drainage and other factors outside of his control. Similar 

flooding for similar reasons has happened before to the individu-

al. Can the Honourable Minister for BUILT tell this Honourable 
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House what her ministry has done to assist that constituent and 

what her ministry will do to prevent a repeat of the same? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Several residents have written to the 

Ministry of BUILT to report damages to their homes and properties 

following the recent flooding. Although I was out of the country dur-

ing the event, I sincerely want to express heartfelt empathy for the ex-

tent of the damage experienced, as we know it is exceedingly increas-

ingly linked to the effects of climate change. It must be noted that a 

technical team appointed by the government will be preparing a re-

port to evaluate the storm social impact which will need to be careful-

ly considered.  

 

At this time, I am unable to confirm what specific assistance may be 

provided beyond the rehabilitation of public infrastructure. However, 

we at BUILT have undertaken a rapid assessment of the damages, 

which is currently being discussed and at this point is estimated to be 

in the region of $720,000. Extensive improvements to the infrastruc-

ture to mitigate against continued damage are estimated at 

$9,850,000.  

 

It is important to acknowledge the widespread and growing impact of 

climate change around the world, and we ourselves are experiencing 

its adverse effects. As government and individuals, we may need to se-

riously consider personal mitigation measures, including securing in-

surance coverage and drainage in and around our properties. This 

may require a review also for building codes.  

 

While broader drainage solutions are being developed and reviewed, 

we must recognise that Montserrat is not immune to such climate re-

lated devastation. The visible damage caused by just four hours of 

sustained rainfall, 7.1 inches in total, was both alarming and deeply 

sobering. We must be prepared and stay prepared for it only takes one 

event as we are admonished by the Disaster Management and Coor-

dinating Agency DMCA. 
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I sincerely extend thanks to the Public Works Department, the private 

sector, the Defence Force and everyone else who played a part in the 

clean up efforts. Your commitment and hard work have been invalua-

ble and deeply appreciated. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I had problems sending 

a WhatsApp message which I just sent to you, Honourable Dorsette 

and most other members of the drainage problem just 100 feet from 

the gentleman's house. Madam Speaker, I must ask the Honourable 

Minister whether she will take the time to go to this gentleman's house 

and it's off the Sheep End Road. She will find it. He has spent several 

thousand dollars now trying to protect his property but not more than 

100 feet from his house is a drain that is obviously inadequate. I sent 

the pictures just now. The opening has about a two-foot diameter and 

the funnel leading to the opening is about eight feet wide or about five 

feet high. Imagine a funnel leading to a two-foot diameter. So, Madam 

Speaker, can the Honourable Minister take the time to go and visit this 

gentleman, take her technical people quickly to see the damage and 

take her crew to see the damage done and the causes for it and act 

swiftly to address the problem because it will reoccur should we have 

any more serious rains. 

Madam Speaker said: 

So, you're making a recommendation to her? 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

I'm asking her whether she will go and visit and take a look.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of BUILT. 

The Minister for BUILT said: 



Page 39 of 142 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Certainly, I will go and visit the person, 

and I will take the technical team along with me which I believe would 

have already visited, but I have no difficulty in doing so. I recognise 

the village Minister as well. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

 

Questions to the Honourable Minister for Agriculture, Land and the 

Environment from Honourable Donaldson Romeo 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Honourable Minister and thank you for answering. My 

question to the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Land, Housing 

and Environment and Sports.  

 

1. Can the Honourable Minister of Agriculture tell this Honourable 

House how exactly the recent heavy rain and flooding has affect-

ed farmers and what has his ministry done to assist farmers who 

have suffered significant losses?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Agriculture.  

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. So, Madam Speaker if you don't mind, 

I'll also clarify some additional stuff to this answer. The recent heavy 

rains have affected farmers with banana and plantain trees but I also 

wanted to just state that as of this morning we recently got some new 

submissions as well with other persons who were affected but they 

weren't included in this answer just because it was this morning. But 

what we really saw was most being affected due to landslides. The 

major damage was seen on farm roads in the Blakes area and some in 

the Duck Pond area as well. So far Madam Speaker the ministry has 

repaired the entire lower Blakes Road and drains. The repair works 

will proceed to the upper Blakes area and then to Duck Pond over the 

coming weeks.  Additionally, Madam Speaker affected farmers have 
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received some assistance with inputs and inputs are like fertilizers and 

seeds and that's the aid in the rapid regrowth to the affected crops 

Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

My next question to the same Minister. 

 

2. Can the Honourable Minister of Sports tell this Honourable 

House what the status of the lighting that was procured for the 

playing fields in Little Bay and Salem is?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Sports.  

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

So, Madam Speaker and I hope the Honourable Deputy Premier and 

the Minister responsible for MUL doesn't mind me answering this 

question. But the Montserrat Utilities Limited has indicated that the 

lights, poles and ducting are on island but are awaiting breakers and 

switches which were shipped approximately two months ago, Madam 

Speaker. Upon delivery of all components the MUL will proceed with 

the installation of the lights. However, Madam Speaker, it must be 

noted that the original intent was to place five lights at Little Bay and 

three lights at Salem. It was further determined that the lights pro-

cured are for recreational use and not professional use and I think 

this has to do with the amount of lighting that they emit. Against that 

explanation Madam Speaker, considerations are ongoing for all eight 

lights to be placed at Little Bay ensuring adequate lighting for the 

hosting of cricket matches or other events during the night. Therefore, 

Madam Speaker if this proposal is agreed it will mean that supple-

mental funds must be secured for the installation of lights at Salem.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker a supplemental please Madam Speaker.  

 

Honourable Minister I just it just dawned on me that the football 

field in Lookout the mini football field and mini football field in Sa-

lem are they included in any of this? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Excuse me, Honourable Romeo, you didn't ask about the football 

fields, you asked about playing fields in Salem and Little Bay.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

For playing fields, he said, for playing fields in Salem and Little Bay. 

So, I'm asking him whether...  

Madam Speaker said: 

So, Blake's does not come into it.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Not Blake's, I'm not referring to Blake's, the Lookout small mini 

field, okay, whether in some way there's some consideration for 

those two small mini football fields?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Sports, sorry.  

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

Madam Speaker, I still don't mind answering. I'll keep the answer 

short. The football fields that the Honourable Gentleman alluded to 

they will be dealt with by the MFA.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker and just to let the Minister know some-

body provided me with some lights that I will share with him. A dona-

tion of lights some time back I will share with him. You know I'll dis-

cuss it with him after. My next question.  

 

3. Can the Honourable Minister of Housing tell this Honourable 

House what proposals, if any, have been put to the UK Govern-

ment to assist persons? (a) Persons who have been waiting over 

28 years for permanent hurricane worthy housing. (b) the re-

building and renovation of temporary and faulty houses built in 

Lookout and Davy Hill and if so what response has there been? 

(c) with building new homes for evacuees who have been waiting 

for over 28 years for permanent hurricane worthy houses and if 

so, what the response has been? Let me repeat it. Can the Hon-

ourable Minister tell this Honourable House what proposals if 

any have been put to the UK Government to assist persons (a) 

who have been waiting for over 28 years for permanent hurri-

cane resistant housing? (b) with the rebuilding and renovation of 

temporary and faulty houses in Lookout, Davy Hill and if so, 

what the response has been? (c) with building new homes for 

evacuees who have been waiting for over 28 years for permanent 

hurricane resistant worthy houses and if so, what the response 

has been?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister for Housing.  

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker this question was posed 

to the Honourable Crenston Buffonge in June of 2022 so I'm sure he 

will support me in my response here. Madam Speaker, I'll take ques-

tions 3 (a) and 3 (c) together as they are similar in nature and can be 

answered in one. Madam Speaker the Ministry has continuously made 

representation to the United Kingdom Government through the For-

eign, Commonwealth and Development Office known as the FCDO 

for assistance for housing development. This has been done through 

the financial aid mission which is now known as the budgetary sup-
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port mission and this was conducted earlier this year Madam Speak-

er. The Ministry was very clear and specific in its presentation which 

added a theme, physical development and housing. The presentation 

identified the current situation as it relates to the housing need on 

Montserrat and was captured under four broad areas. Those namely 

are housing placements which include homeless and displaced per-

sons, housing for the vulnerable overcrowded homes and new start 

family demand; Number two, Madam Speaker, infrastructure and land 

need for new build; Number three, grants and this program assists 

persons with unfinished homes, homes in disrepair and equity needed 

to gain mortgages; Number four, Madam Speaker, the maintenance 

need and is specifically geared to the Government of Montserrat 

housing stock.  

 

Now 3 (b), Madam Speaker. Funding for housing development from 

the FCDO on Montserrat was based on two consultancies. Specifical-

ly, a review of the social housing management framework and the de-

velopment of new social housing designs. It is out of these consultan-

cies that the framework for new housing development has been devel-

oped. 1.3 million was approved for corrective maintenance to the pri-

ority housing units within the government housing stock, and Madam 

Speaker, I'm pleased to say that this project is now completed. The 

project has provided a necessary boost of economic activity on the is-

land and, more importantly, it has provided the minimum decent hous-

ing standards which the Government of Montserrat is obligated to 

provide and will also minimise the high level of risk and liability cre-

ated by poor or non-existent housing. This will ensure the health and 

safety of all vulnerable persons. Approximately 31 housing units were 

rehabilitated in the Lookout area, Madam Speaker. 

 

Additionally, 1.5 million was approved for the development of phase 

one of the Drummonds social housing development, and I'm sure 

you've seen some of the work that we've actually started there. Thank 

you, Honourable Buffonge, as well, and this will see that you will see 

the development and infrastructure and the construction of the new 

housing units, Madam Speaker. Work is currently on the way, and 

we're doing grading and installation of infrastructure, and infrastruc-

ture means things like the drainage, electricity, etc., and then the 

housing construction will then follow. 

 



Page 44 of 142 

 

Madam Speaker, let me reiterate that obtaining financing for housing 

development is a continuous work in progress for this government 

administration, and that is why I alluded to the fact that the Honoura-

ble Member would have asked Honourable Buffonge that question be-

fore, because I'm not the first Minister, Madam Speaker, to have 

started this. Thank you. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

 

Questions to the Honourable Minister for Education, Health and So-

cial Services from Honourable Donaldson Romeo 

  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question is for the Honourable 

Minister of Education, Health and Social Services.  

 

1. In an arrangement with the NHS, that's the National Health 

Service of the UK Government, 10 patients on Montserrat with 

serious illnesses can receive priority medical treatment in the UK 

each year. Considering the number of patients on island needing 

such assistance, can the Honourable Minister of Health tell this 

Honourable House how many patients for the year have been 

identified or applied for such medical care and how many more 

are there who are in need of medical care overseas? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Honourable Romeo is being a true tyrant 

in Parliament this morning. I question what Parliament would be in 

Montserrat without Honourable Romeo. Thank you for the question. 

So, I've divided my response into the response from the Ministry at 

large and then some additional input from myself. So, the response 

from the Ministry is as follows. One patient has been referred for the 
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year and is receiving care under the UK quota system, and an appli-

cation was recently received for another patient, and this is being pro-

cessed. This is what I've been told.  

 

My response to this problem in health, Madam Speaker, is to congrat-

ulate the Ministry of Health on their discussions, which resulted in an 

increase in the number of patients we send out on the quota system 

from 4 to 10 patients, which is excellent. This number, in my view, is 

still inadequate as there is a high demand for the quota system. I know 

of two persons right now who are trying to get to the UK and do not 

have funding for the process or a route other than the quota referral 

route. The reality of this debate, however, involves the awareness that 

the United Kingdom funds healthcare on Montserrat, and millions of 

pounds are spent every year, and in particular, millions of pounds 

have been spent fairly recently on health transformation, which has 

brought us CT mammography, electronic medical records, emergency-

ready district clinics to the provision of ECG machines and crash 

carts, and this took millions, and will require millions to maintain. 

The taxes that we pay on Montserrat filter indirectly to support some 

of health's recurrent budget, and do not filter back to the UK to cover 

NHS contributions. The UK taxpayers pay their tax monies that help 

to cover the cost of care on the NHS, and the NHS, in reality, Madam 

Speaker, is a health service that is even more financially strapped than 

ours, and struggling with an ever- growing patient population through 

migration to the UK, and the reality that the provision of good 

healthcare results in people living longer, therefore, they're still pre-

sent and needing care.  

 

Comparisons are interesting. So, I recently visited Guernsey, that's 

last week, as an election observer for the Commonwealth Parliamen-

tary Association. As the Honourable Premier mentioned earlier, 

Guernsey is a Crown-dependent of the UK, so there's self-governing 

territory, and as a result, they are able to be in charge of their own af-

fairs, specifically because of progress they've made in the financial 

services sector over the last 40 years, and as a result of this self-

sufficiency, we can imagine that care would be better. In Guernsey, in-

dividuals pay for initial hospital visits, and for doctor's visits, and for 

the ambulance, but after the initial contact, follow-up care is free. But 

for patients who require major interventions, such as coronary artery 

stenting, or bypass grafting, or management of certain intracerebral 
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bleeds, or major trauma requiring a high-level facility, are transferred 

to the UK, which is one hour away, without restrictions, or night fly-

ing, where they receive care on the NHS without a quota system, but 

the cost of care in the UK, and the cost of the medical evacuation, is 

covered by the Government of Guernsey. So, this, Madam Speaker, I 

believe, may be about money. We're trying to get our patients into a 

system to which we do not contribute in any way, and perhaps the 

government needs to think about this. So, the real question is, is the 

Government of Montserrat ready to adequately financially contribute 

to the transfer of non-time-critical patients, but patients requiring less 

urgent, but essential care, with high-cost investigations and treat-

ment? So, are we willing to cover that cost in another country? Our 

treatment may be perhaps we are unable to figure out how to contrib-

ute, and that perhaps we are stretching this dependency too far. The 

days of Honourable Romeo remarking about how we are British. Be-

ing British means nothing if we are unable to contribute financially to 

a cash-strapped NHS. There are other aspects of support of our quota 

and non-quota patients who travel to the UK, which are very ade-

quately addressed in the questions that Honourable Romeo has ahead, 

Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Supplemental, please, Madam Speaker.  

 

Honourable Dr. Buffonge, are you saying that in the absence of 

having funds, of our own, to get people to medical care quickly, 

whether critical or getting there, in the absence of the UK Govern-

ment facilitating those who go to the UK or greater numbers going 

to the UK, that people may suffer, their health can get worse and 

that we can have deaths as a result of that lack of funding?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. To Honourable Romeo, Madam Speaker, 

what I'm trying to explain is that health care costs money, and we're 

trying to get in on a system that's already struggling. Apart from the 

quota system which is limited so they allow us 10 patients per year 

which I agree is limited and it's unfortunate and I would prefer if we 

could all just go on a quota system when our time came but my com-

ments were mainly for Romeo and for ourselves to examine the possi-

bility that this is actually a financial issue, that we get lots of money 

from the UK for health care and that perhaps we need to figure out 

some arrangement other than what we have so far in order to get 

more people to access direct referrals to specialists in the UK which is 

what the quota system is about. There are other ways in which persons 

can go to the UK. So, all Montserratians, if you hold a Montserrat 

passport as a Montserratian or if you hold a UK passport as a Mont-

serratian or a new Montserratian, you're able to move to the United 

Kingdom. When you have moved to the United Kingdom, you do 

qualify to access care.  

 

Unfortunately, this is a challenge; it is a financial challenge. If per-

sons are engaged in permanent employment on Montserrat it is a big 

deal to say you're going to leave your job, leave your family and move 

to the UK to access care and I think the questions that Honourable 

Romeo is going to bring a little further down on this list address the 

challenges of patients who try to go that route because it requires that 

you have assistance on the other end from your family or friends that 

is ongoing and it requires that you have some availability of funds to 

get to the UK in the first place. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question, Madam Speaker.  

 

2. Can the Honourable Minister tell this Honourable House wheth-

er patients who are selected by the Government of Montserrat for 

priority medical treatment in the UK are given assistance from 

the UK or Montserrat governments with the cost of travel of ac-
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commodation, food and other basic needs while in the United 

Kingdom? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Again, separating the direct response 

from the Ministry from my own response as Minister. The response 

from the Ministry is that the referral discussion that occurs with the 

client involves discussions on financial support and accommodation 

while in the UK and that once persons provide the assurance that they 

will be supported in the UK the Department of Social Services con-

firms with family members abroad and they can assist financially with 

the cost of the airfare in some cases to the UK. Recipients of social 

welfare who travel to the UK are provided with three months of fund-

ing of benefits, and a round-trip ticket is provided to all clients who 

are selected for priority medical treatment. My response, Madam 

Speaker, is a bit broader.  

 

My approach would be to highlight the reality of life on Montserrat 

and in the UK. The reality that the average person who has a job 

barely has income that covers their needs and their family's needs, 

and very often persons here and in the UK have very little disposable 

income. The question, Madam Speaker, highlights the disparity along 

socioeconomic lines. Persons who can afford to support themselves in 

the UK or have families who can or are able to access free care on the 

NHS arranged by the government without financial contribution.             

Sorry, persons who can afford to support themselves in the UK who 

have families who can, are therefore able to just get a ticket provided 

by the Social Services Department and get to the UK or fund them-

selves in going to the UK, but this is, in many cases, not adequate. The 

have-nots, Madam Speaker who cannot go on the quota system strug-

gle. The have-nots so those who cannot afford those who cannot who 

do not qualify to get on to the quota system because for the quota sys-

tem the Ministry of Health has excluded certain conditions. So, if you 

cannot if you do not fit in to what is acceptable for a quota referral 

and you're trying to go on your own, if you're a poor person and your 

family in the UK is poor it will be a huge challenge for you whereas if 
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you are a person who is wealthy or you can afford you have a little bit 

more disposable income and your family in the UK can, then it's easi-

er for you to get there. So not adequately funding a program that al-

lows our patients to get to the UK divides patients down challenging 

socio-economic lines and as you quite rightly say affects ability of 

persons to access care. Very often persons who get to the UK with just 

a plane ticket provided by the Social Services Department with the 

understanding that they're staying with relatives, in many cases they 

begin to feel unwelcome when they realize the true economic situation 

that they have landed in. Many of them are staying in uncomfortable 

situations with as much support as families can provide which is often 

very little. Some run the risk which is a real risk of ending up without 

a roof over their heads and without adequate food. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Honourable Minister, thank you for your answer but I need to be sure 

I understand.  

 

Are you saying that this quota of 10 applies to people, only those 

who could afford or have family on the other end? Hold on. Please 

if you have family on the other end to provide accommodation and 

assist you after three months some help given locally but those who 

don't have any family or their family don't have the whereabouts to 

support them, are you saying that some can go and some can't go 

depending on whether they can afford or not and if so how then can 

there be a system arranged by the UK Government and Government 

of Montserrat that provides for medical care for sick people in the 

first place when there's not provision for the other basic needs while 

being treated? I know I'm asking the same thing but I want to be 

sure I understand what you're saying.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Romeo. A refer-

ral on the quota system provides you with direct referral to a special-

ist but this does not come with funding and attention to accommoda-

tion because there is the expectation that in order to qualify to go on 

the quota system that you have an address abroad to go to with family 

to assist with your financial support. Persons who manage to go on 

the quota system who have an address abroad that they can go to if 

they are on social welfare they're given three months of benefits but 

after the three months what happens then. Patients who live on Mont-

serrat who qualify for the quota system but who have nobody abroad 

who can accept them cannot go via the quota system because it only 

provides you to access direct referral to a specialist with free care on 

the NHS for that particular problem that you've gone for. Therefore, 

yes there is a disparity where the have-nots will find it challenging to 

receive care in the UK. There are certain conditions that are not nec-

essarily welcome on the quota system which I personally have felt that 

they should. For example, a person who has very disabling arthritis in 

multiple joints who could benefit from joint replacement that's not on 

the list for the quota system. Therefore, if a person wants to travel to 

the UK to have this addressed that person must move to the UK. If 

you're moving to the UK, you are initially reliant on your family sup-

port in terms of accommodation and food. If you are unable to afford 

your ticket to get to the UK there are multiple cases where the Minis-

try of Health and Social Services has paid for the ticket for you to get 

to the UK. If you're on social welfare this comes with three months of 

benefits. If you're not on social welfare it just comes with a ticket to 

you to the UK and the problem arises when these patients get to the 

UK to live which is what you have to do if you're not on the quota sys-

tem when they get to the UK many of them find themselves in not com-

fortable circumstances when they therefore are on their own in an ap-

peal to try to receive social funding which I think your next question 

addresses that issue and I think my response in detail in terms of the 

real question is, what attempts are made by our government to facili-

tate persons who cannot afford life in the UK getting some social as-

sistance when they're in the UK or if they start off in a situation which 

they perceive as okay but then they fall out with the family or there's 

really not enough going on in terms of support from the family, what 

assistance does our government give in assisting that person if it's a 

non quota person assisting that person in integrating into UK society 

and receiving social support if it's necessary, what are we doing for 
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those persons and there's also the question of nationality which I think 

I answered in your question below. If you're a Montserratian with a 

Montserrat passport or a UK passport, do you want me to wait for 

your question? Okay. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. My next question which is different but 

similar. First question asked about those on the quota, this one is dif-

ferent.  

 

3. Can the Honourable Minister of Health tell this Honourable 

House whether patients who travel to the UK for medical treat-

ment of their own volition but on the Government of Montser-

rat's advice or support with an airline ticket outside of the quota 

of 10 patients on the UK Montserrat and NHS scheme are given 

any assistance from the UK or Montserrat government with the 

cost of travel of accommodation, food and other basic needs 

while in the United Kingdom? 

 Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. First, the ministry's response, which is as 

long as there is a medical referral discussion with the client regarding 

matters such as financial support and accommodation while in the 

UK, is included, so it is discussed. Persons will have to provide the 

assurance that they will be supported in the UK by family, the De-

partment of Social Services will confirm with family members about 

this support and about accommodation, recipients on social welfare, 

as we said previously, received three months of benefits. The client is 

means-tested and, depending on the outcome, they may receive a 

round ticket. The ministry proceeds with caution because there are 

any number of cases where they have assisted persons to go to the UK 
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without anything else so they bought a plane tickets and they were un-

able to afford extending the financial arm of social services into the 

UK, nothing for patients who are not on social welfare, three months 

for patients who are on social welfare but when these patients are on 

the verge of homelessness the letters come back to the CMO to say 

why have you sent this patient. So, they are willing to help, but they 

proceed with caution.  

 

My response to the question as Minister or as Ingrid Buffonge, per-

sons who fall outside of the ministry's predetermined guidelines for 

the quota system approach the ministry for assistance with travel to 

the UK, so this is not the ministry referring the patient to the UK. The 

Ministry of Health does not assume the responsibility for the referral 

process but sees itself as helping to cover the cost of travel for the 

care of the patient once the care of the patient has been sorted by the 

family members who can figure out how to get the person on the NHS 

or once the clinical persons helping outside of the ministry have fig-

ured out how to get them on. So, you've got coronary artery disease, 

you've got family in the UK, if you stay in Montserrat, you're gonna 

have a heart attack and die. Please go to the UK to your family, the 

clinician tells the patient. You've got to go. If the family can afford to 

have you, you can go. The Ministry of Health does not see itself as fa-

cilitating a referral but simply helping you with the cost of your ticket, 

which I think is something, but obviously, more needs to be done. It is 

unfortunate that the persons who have to go who are on social welfare 

receive no more than three months of support and it is unfortunate 

that patients must attempt their own referral for assistance in the UK 

when they have and have to have proof of moving to the UK and go 

through a struggle to get on to social welfare to receive social assis-

tance in the UK. As I was saying earlier the end of that question it is 

even more unfortunate if a non-national who has received a Montser-

rat passport but does not yet have a British passport has to move to 

the UK because they need care that patient cannot benefit from social 

welfare assistance in the UK. So, if you're from Jamaica or Guyana 

and you've been in Montserrat for the past 20 years and you've gotten 

a Montserrat passport but you don't yet have the UK passport, when 

you get to the UK you do not qualify for assistance from their social 

welfare department which is extremely unfortunate. For me, Madam 

Speaker this has been a new and harsh reality because I didn't even 

understand this concept some months ago. This disparity for if you 
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don't have a UK passport if you're if you have a Montserrat passport 

you are now Montserratian but you don't have a UK passport that 

does not allow you to receive social funds in the UK. For me Madam 

Speaker this has been a new and harsh reality that affects our local 

persons who were born elsewhere, it stops them from integrating into 

you UK society for necessary health care. It is a very grey and uncom-

fortable area that affects persons who have lived on perhaps for dec-

ades but because of love for our country and in some cases for the 

fear of being seen as a passport seeker have not bothered to obtain a 

UK passport but they no longer have ties in their country of origin so 

25 years later you're sending me back to Jamaica to go and receive 

care and stay with my relatives, I have cut off ties I am now Montser-

ratian. I have not received a UK passport because I love it here and I 

need you to know that I love it here, I'm not a passport seeker. I thank 

the Honourable Romeo for as usual highlighting this aspect of the 

medical care journey of patients on our island and more discussion is 

obviously needed on UK referrals and in figuring out how to best sup-

port our patients when they travel to the UK. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

A supplemental please Madam Speaker. I want to commend the Min-

istry of Health and the Minister for sending patients who need help no 

matter what the situation because this has been my experience that 

whether you're Montserratian born Montserratian or non-national you 

can be…  

Madam Speaker said: 

Your supplementary please. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

It is a supplementary. I'm giving the preamble to it Madam Speaker. 

Whether you're a national born Montserratian or non-national who be-

comes a Montserratian and you travel to England you can be sent 

back. I have evidence of that. They can be sent back to Montserrat. 
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Madam Speaker said: 

Can we have the supplementary? 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

It is coming Madam Speaker.  

 

Honourable Minister are you aware that it is the FCDO's responsi-

bility, the Governor's responsibility when any Montserratian leaves 

Montserrat and travels overseas especially to the United Kingdom to 

fight this battle? That the Governor and the FCDO should be on the 

front line of making the case to see that these people are taken care 

of and Honourable Minister will you join me in appealing to this en-

tire Assembly to unite and find a way to fight for change on this 

matter and not sit back and accept the status quo? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Madam Speaker, Honourable Romeo, I do support you in ensuring 

that we adequately address this issue because I think a lot more work 

has to be done, but I would not necessarily point fingers at the FCDO 

and the Governor. I would point fingers at the Government of Mont-

serrat. There are lots that could have been done over the past dec-

ades. A lot has been done, including improving increasing the num-

bers that can travel on the quota referral, but I believe that as a na-

tion we need to grow up and stop trying to stretch dependency to the 

extreme. The people of Montserrat are also our responsibility and as a 

government and there are ways which going forward we should be 

able to attempt facilitating access to care for patients who need to go 

there and access to an easier transition into persons receiving a social 

welfare type package once they have been in the UK and have moved 

to the UK and are social welfare patients on Montserrat. So, I agree 

with you that a lot more has to be done., I will not point fingers at any 

particular team, but I join you on this mission of making sure that we, 

one, gain clarity and two, move forward with serious steps to properly 
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support persons who have travelled to the UK for medical care is a 

very relevant and real topic. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

 

4. Can the Honourable Minister of Health tell this Honourable 

House what is being done to support members of the public, es-

pecially the aged and vulnerable suffering from diabetes and hy-

pertension who struggle to pay for a healthy diet and I'm going to 

repeat. Can the Honourable Minister of Health tell this Honour-

able House what is being done to support members of the public, 

especially the aged and vulnerable suffering from diabetes and 

hypertension, who struggle to pay for a healthy diet? 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. The ministry's response, the clients that 

require nutritional intervention will have a nutritionist putting input 

into their care plans. In instances where they require support with 

their meals, a referral is made to the Meals on Wheels program, and 

the warden supports residents at the Lookout Warden Supported Unit 

are assisted with their shopping and other requirements. Once pa-

tients with conditions such as diabetes and hypertension let their 

health care providers know that they're having issues with dietary 

changes they're sometimes referred to a nutritionist who can advise 

them on how to use foods within their price range to achieve dietary 

goals.  
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My response looks at the broader issue of food sovereignty, which re-

fers to the rights of people to healthy and culturally appropriate food 

produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods and 

their right to define their own food and agriculture systems. Madam 

Speaker, this question spans what we are doing in other ministries. 

Too many of our food items are imported and have questionable nutri-

tional value with a high price tag. Importing most of our even our 

vegetables from abroad, 30 years post volcano, is totally unaccepta-

ble. Our Minister of Agriculture is working on multiple ways in which 

we can create a culture in which we expect to feed ourselves healthy, 

locally grown food at reasonable prices. The $900 which persons on 

social welfare given hugely restricts the quality of food that persons 

who are old and infirm are able to purchase. Unfortunately, many of 

these persons make do by purchasing healthy, cheap, pre-packaged, 

overly processed foods, some made as far as China, which contribute 

to ill health and gastrointestinal problems. For diabetics and hyper-

tensive Madam Speaker I congratulate the Ministry of Health and 

successive governments who have ensured the presence of dietitians 

who tirelessly over decades have spread the message of what the 

healthy diet is comprised of and other health care providers have been 

on this mission as well, nurses, doctors, nursing assistants, health 

promotion officers have continuously carried this message of healthy 

eating and healthy lifestyle in general to patients. The reality, though, 

Madam Speaker, is that beyond the discussion on affordability, with 

the reality that some healthy items are available locally, individuals 

must take responsibility for what they consume. Regional data collec-

tion has watched Caribbean people increase the prevalence of diabe-

tes from 3% in the 1960s 3% of the population to 15% of the popula-

tion in the 1990s to 20% of the population in 2025; where are we go-

ing with this? This is a problem created by poor decisions on food 

choices in difficult economies with multiple financial pressures. At the 

same time, successful Caribbean businesses have grown and flour-

ished out of the provision of unhealthy foods for our people without 

restriction. The inadequate focus on healthy eating, unfortunately, has 

passed down to generations of children who have grown up not even 

realising the extreme importance of a healthy diet. I would like to 

congratulate Dr. Tiffany Skerritt-Flemming and her colleague, Nish 

Brown, for pushing forward with a youth nutrition policy for Montser-

rat. The reality is that in order to have an impact on the rising inci-

dence of diabetes, hypertension, obesity, high cholesterol, and their 
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complications, studies have shown us that we must target the children 

in our healthy eating and our general health promotion efforts.  

 

Our reality on Montserrat is that diabetes and cardiovascular disease, 

so heart attack, stroke, and circulatory issues, which are the compli-

cations of the NCDs, so diabetes and cardiovascular disease account 

for 59% of our deaths. As a ministry, we shall push on with our health 

promotion efforts and adjust policies and laws to ensure that we are 

adequately guided as we go forward. The Ministry of Agriculture shall 

continue its hard work on improving access to healthy food, but each 

and every one of us, Madam Speaker, must take responsibility for what 

we put in our mouths, Madam Speaker, and for other aspects of 

healthy living, like exercise.  

 

In the meantime, the Ministry of Health continues its plan to direct 

policy towards and to creating fast and accessible care to persons 

who do succumb to the complications of the NCDs, so we are con-

stantly trying to update stroke and heart attack guidelines. We're 

working on faster medical evacuation for time-critical cases requiring 

tertiary-level care, and I may have said earlier in the ministerial 

statement I did, that we are also focusing on peripheral vascular dis-

ease or poor circulation with the intention of bringing our amputation 

rate down to zero, and that there are awareness programs and inter-

ventions that are ongoing. 

 

There is local eye care, eye surgery being planned, thanks to a team 

that our chairperson, Austin Howe, is facilitating to ensure that once 

again, which has not happened in at least 20 years, eye surgery can 

be performed on Montserrat, and this is very relevant to our older 

persons who are afflicted by eye conditions and do not want to travel 

anywhere for their care. Eye conditions are very prevalent in the dia-

betic and hypertensive population, so we're talking about diabetic and 

hypertensive retinopathy, damage to the back of the eye, which results 

in progressive visual loss, and diabetics are also at increased risk of 

cataract and glaucoma, which impair their vision and increase the 

risks of falls and generally negatively impacts on their quality of life. 

And, Madam Speaker, our focus, as explained briefly in the ministerial 

statement, our intention to address dialysis.  
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The reality is that large numbers of our patients end up with kidney 

disease, and we do nothing locally to support them.  In addition to 

that, patients who succumb to critical illness and multi-organ failure 

often end up in kidney failure, and we are unable to support them on 

our critical care beds. End-stage kidney disease results in death. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

 

5. Can the Honourable Minister tell this Honourable House what 

the manufacture date of the new ambulances which were ac-

quired by the Government of Montserrat is?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health. 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. The response from the ministry, the two 

ambulances recently received from the West Midlands Ambulance Ser-

vice were manufactured in 2019.  

 

My brief response, Madam Speaker, is that I would like to personally 

thank the FCDO and Professor Ian Cumming for the gift of the two 

amazing ambulances and the emergency health care staff training that 

is being organised for the ambulance crew. I personally have dreamed 

of the day for at least 15 years where ambulances of that quality could 

be present on Montserrat and words cannot express my gratitude for 

the attention that has been given to our first responders who stand on 

the front line waiting for our emergencies and who are always desir-

ous of improving on the service that they provide to Montserrat. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo.  
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Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Sorry, Madam Speaker. I have to ask the question because I was asked 

and I couldn't answer it.  

 

Honourable Minister, are they second-hand or new?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

They are, um, Honourable Romeo, but second-hand and of extremely 

good quality. I have been in the ambulances. I have driven one of 

them. I am truly delighted. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Romeo. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

So am I, Honourable Minister. I just have to ask the questions. 

 

6. Can the Honourable Minister tell this Honourable House what 

the total number of students attending the Montserrat Communi-

ty College has been for each of the years 2020 to 2025, and what 

her Ministry is doing or intends to do to encourage more students 

leaving secondary school to attend the Montserrat College?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Education.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. No one can accuse Honourable Romeo of 

not working for his salary as a Member of the Opposition. The re-

sponse from the Ministry is as follows. There are some figures. The 

Montserrat Community College's role for the past five academic 

years, 2019 to 2020; 65 persons, 45 females and 20 males; 2020 to 
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2021, 50 persons, 44 females and 16 males; 2021 to 2022, 49 persons, 

26 females and 23 males; 2022 to 2023, 37 persons, 27 females and 

10 males; 2023 to 2024, 56 persons, 44 females and 12 males; 2024 

to 2025, 44 persons, 35 females and 9 males. The answer to the ques-

tion of what the Ministry is doing to improve access into the MCC, in-

to the Montserrat Community College. The Ministry's response, key 

actions, and interventions include, number one, expansion of program 

offerings. So, the Montserrat Community College is preparing to in-

troduce initial teacher training with the goal of becoming a member of 

the Joint Board of Teacher Education of the Eastern Caribbean. This 

would create a local pathway for students interested in pursuing a ca-

reer in education. Number two, flexible admission policies, recogniz-

ing that not all students will immediately meet the entry requirements 

for the Montserrat Community College. The community college will 

allow provisional acceptance to students who have not yet passed 

maths and English in particular. These students will be supported 

through remedial education programs to complete these foundational 

subjects before proceeding to CAPE-level studies.  

 

Number three, skill-based and short-term courses to meet our local 

labour market demands and to support diverse learning. The college 

plans to offer on-demand short-term courses in areas such as dress-

making, plumbing, electrical installation, hospitality and service, in-

dustry, education, and these practical programs are aimed at encour-

aging skills development and providing alternative pathways for em-

ployment. Number four, financial support through partnerships. The 

academic board has proposed a collaboration with the HYPE pro-

gram, where the student stipend will be used to cover tuition at the 

MCC for eligible students, and this initiative would reduce financial 

barriers and increase affordability for families. Through these 

measures, the Ministry intends to make post-secondary education at 

the Montserrat Community College accessible, affordable, and 

aligned with the interests and the needs of Montserrat's youth, thereby 

encouraging more MSS students to continue their education locally. 

These initiatives will be implemented incrementally starting in the 

next academic year.  

 

I personally feel that college education should be free on Montserrat, 

but that is my personal opinion.  
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My response to the question, my own response to the question, the fall 

in the attendance at the Montserrat Community College, which is 

pretty obvious, there's a gender disparity there as well, this fall is mul-

tifactorial, and with the population growth rate of Montserrat of mi-

nus 32 persons per year, it is no surprise. People and families leave 

for multiple reasons and take their young people with them. There are 

other reasons, like in the UK, some persons will be able to receive an 

education that's at college level, that's more focused towards what 

they intend to do at university. There is a lot that must be done to en-

courage our people to stay on island.  

 

However, I would like to congratulate the principal of the Montserrat 

Community College, Mrs. Geraldine Cabey, for her hard work on 

steering the college and for her vision. Earlier this year, I sat with PS 

Mendes and our director, Dr. Julius, and with Mrs. Cabey, and we in 

education fully embraced her plans for an extension of the college to 

include more technical subjects to open the vocational arm of the col-

lege and extending this to teacher training. Not only this, but she also 

has the vision of extending the technical arm of the college down to 

the secondary school to ensure that, down to the secondary school, for 

students who await an enhanced technical subjects program from 

which they can craft and cultivate their future careers.  

 

In Education, we presently await the arrival of our education project 

manager, who will lead on education transformation, which is intend-

ed to direct funding to projects such as this. Madam Speaker, the stu-

dents on this island have the support of the Ministry of Education and 

have the support of the government at large in finding solutions to ed-

ucation's present extensive problems. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and my last question to the Minister.  

 

7. Can the Honourable Minister of Education and Health tell this 

Honourable House whether there has been any estimation of the 

annual maintenance costs of the new hospital? If so, what is the 
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estimate? If not, will there be a consideration given to starting 

those discussions now so that we don't fall into the same lack of 

maintenance funding issue that is plaguing other government 

capital assets?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. This response is entirely from the Minis-

try and probably primarily from Health Transformation. So, the an-

swer is yes, an estimation of the annual maintenance cost of the new 

hospital has been considered, particularly in light of its modern de-

sign, infrastructure, and equipment needs. The Ministry of Health and 

Social Services acknowledges that annual maintenance costs will in-

crease significantly due to the complexity of having a modern facility 

and the strategic decisions made to ensure equipment protection and 

patient comfort. Some of the maintenance costs implications include 

increased operational burden. For example, the implementation of an 

air-cooling system means that the Ministry of Health and Social Ser-

vices must plan for higher recurring costs tied to operating and main-

taining a mixed mechanical cooling system. These costs are being in-

corporated into forward budgeting and reflect the new hospital's 

higher operational baseline compared to the existing Glendon Hospi-

tal. Medical equipment maintenance, sophisticated equipment such as 

CT and 3D mammography, also comes with substantial service costs. 

These are estimated as for the CT scanner, US $89,000 per year, for 

the mammogram machine, US $28,500 per year, for the electronic 

medical record system, US $8,200 per year, and there are other 

equipment costs that will come forward, such as a digital x-ray      

machine, ultrasound, etc. These figures illustrate the level of financial 

commitment required to get the new hospital on its feet and to main-

tain the running of this new hospital.  

 

Number three, historical underfunding is acknowledged. Sorry. Hon-

ourable Romeo is killing me today, Madam Speaker. Honourable Ro-

meo. Maintenance for buildings, utilities, and clinical equipment has 

historically been underfunded relative to manufacturer recommenda-

tions, so we have not been doing it right for decades. We have not 
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been putting in the money necessary to maintain what we have. This 

pattern is being corrected and being supported in part by new health 

sector funding streams like the Health Service Transformation Pro-

gram. There is ongoing budget planning, while a full estimate of the 

total annual budget for the entire hospital, the entire new hospital, has 

not yet been finalised. The Ministry of Health and Social Services is 

actively including these considerations in its financial planning and in 

its new budget submissions. This proactive approach is essential to 

avoid replicating past deficiencies in maintenance funding that have 

plagued other government assets. And this response comes with a rec-

ommendation to this Honourable House. The continued prioritisation 

of this topic and this question, provided by Honourable Romeo, we 

thank you, provides an opportunity to have Parliament and Cabinet 

continue to ensure that appropriate annual maintenance funding is 

provided. This Honourable House is encouraged to support the finali-

sation of a comprehensive maintenance cost estimate, inclusion of 

these costs in the Ministry of Health's recurrent budget, early dialogue 

with the Ministry of Finance to prevent funding shortfalls that would 

compromise hospital operations. This forward planning will help to 

secure the long-term sustainability of the hospital and protect the sig-

nificant capital investment that has already been made. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I think that's my last question. And I just 

want to say one thing, Madam Speaker, thanks to you and to Honourable 

Premier for providing answers to questions. Just one thing, Madam 

Speaker, it's kind of difficult trying to switch from what you're looking at 

going to the emails to get the answers. I'd really appreciate it if you could 

get them printed before we get here. That's all. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 
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Questions to the Honourable Premier from the Honourable Nyota Mul-

care 

 

[Audio unavailable due to technical difficulties.] 

 

The following question was posed by the Honourable Member and re-

trieved from her written submission to the Speaker. Due to a technical 

malfunction, audio recording was unavailable at the time it was asked. 

 

1. The Government of Montserrat recently announced the implemen-

tation of a price cap on a limited number of airline tickets on Fly 

Montserrat and SVG, which came into effect on 9th June 2025 and is 

expected to remain in place until March 2026. 

 

Can the Honourable Premier please clarify for this Honourable 

House: 

a) Whether the number of capped airline tickets is limited on a per-

day basis for each airline; and   

b) If so, how many capped airline tickets are allocated daily to each 

airline under this initiative? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister for Access.  

The Premier said: 

The short response is no. The capped airline tickets are not limited on 

a per-day basis per airline. Rather, the price cap is applied on a set     

total number of passenger movements during the off-peak, that's June 

to November period and the peak season, December to March. 

Monthly reports by the airlines will provide an indication of the num-

ber of passenger movements under the price cap arrangement and, 

therefore, the amount available within the specific period. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

 

[Audio unavailable due to technical difficulties.] 
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A supplementary question was posed regarding the monitoring 

and adjustment of capped airline ticket allocations. The exact 

wording is not available. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I'm lost as to what the question is, so if she can read 

it again, please. 

 

[Audio partially inaudible.] 

 

A question was posed by the Honourable Member; however, due to 

audio distortion, portions of the question were not clearly captured 

in the recording. The audible segments have been transcribed below 

to the extent possible. 
 

Madam Speaker, my original question asked for how many 

capped…………airline tickets are allocated daily, he indicated 

daily, ………….period, so I’m asking what are the total number of 

capped airline tickets allocated to these periods of …………. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Access.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I think that's a very substantive question. I responded 

faithfully to the question which was asked and it says how many 

capped airline tickets are allocated daily to each airline under the ini-

tiative and that I responded to. The more substantive response that is 

being requested will require me to get additional information which I 

cannot provide at this stage or which I do not have at this stage be-

cause it was not requested.  

Madam Speaker said: 
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Okay. I recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

[Audio partially inaudible.] 

 

A question was posed by the Honourable Member; however, due to 

audio distortion, portions of the question were not captured in the 

recording at the time the question was asked. This portion was re-

trieved from her written submission to the Speaker, and along with 

the audible segments, has been transcribed below. 

Construction of the Financial Services Commission Building be-

gan several years ago, with the stated intention of accommodating 

the offices of the Financial Services Commission, the Auditor 

General, and the Financial Crimes and Analysis Unit. However, it 

appears that the project has since come to a standstill.   

Can the Hon Premier please inform this Hon House: 

a) What specific challenges are currently affecting the completion of 

this project?  

(b) When these challenges are expected to be resolved, and  

(c) The projected timeline for the relocation of the Financial Ser-

vices Commission, the Auditor General and the Financial Crimes 

and Analysis Unit into the completed facility?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance.  

The Premier said: 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the project 

initially started as a financial services project facilitated by a loan 

from the Bank of Montserrat. The intention was to fund the mortgage 

to the rental of office space to various government offices. However, 

increased costs as a consequence of a range of construction and ma-

terial cost issues caused the project to be suspended because of insuf-

ficient funds. On assuming office, we have decided to take over the 
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building and the mortgage, that is, we, the government. Government, 

on a determination that the subcontractor was owed some sums which 

could have led to costly and unnecessary litigation, paid the subcon-

tractor. In other words, government paid the subcontractor on behalf 

of the contractor. In order to have the building completed, government 

has approached the bank for a facility which includes taking over the 

mortgage from the FSC and obtaining additional funds to complete 

the building. We are awaiting a substantive response from the bank to 

facilitate a Cabinet decision on this facility and any new arrange-

ments as to occupancy. In order for this process to be completed, we 

will obviously require the prior approval of the FCDO. As indicated 

above, I cannot give a timeline for completion of the building until we 

have completed the process as outlined, nor the allocation of space.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Request for a supplementary, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Yes, go ahead.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Given that the project was originally funded through a loan by the 

Bank of Montserrat, can the Honourable Member please clarify the 

current outstanding mortgage balance and whether the govern-

ment's takeover includes full assumption of the debt and confirming 

the payment of the contractor? Let me repeat, Madam Speaker. Giv-

en the fact that the project was originally funded through a loan by 

the Bank of Montserrat, can the Honourable Premier please clarify 

the current outstanding mortgage balance and whether the govern-

ment's takeover includes assumption of the debt and the payment of 

the main contractor? 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance. 
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The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I can just say that government has taken over the 

mortgage. As to the supplementary requested as to how much the 

mortgage sum is, that's a substantive question. I do not have the re-

sponse to that at this stage, and I don't understand the issue as it re-

lates to the contractor. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, I am trying to seek some clarity if the main con-

tractor of the building has been paid to date, fully paid to date.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance. 

 

The Premier said: 

The main contractor could not be fully paid to date because the pro-

ject has not been completed, which is why we're seeking the additional 

funds from the Bank so that the contractor can complete the works.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

I move on to my next question. 

 

4. On 11th November 2024, the Government of Montserrat, through 

the Office of the Deputy Governor, published an invitation to 

tender for consultancy services to undertake a public service 

compensation review. Can the Honourable Leader of Govern-

ment Business inform this Honourable House, (a) whether a 

contract has been awarded for this consultancy, (b) if so, when is 
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the public service compensation review expected to commence, 

and (c) if a contract has not yet been awarded, can the Honoura-

ble Premier provide an update on the current status of the tender 

process? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, as the question is correctly phrased, this is a matter 

for the Office of the Deputy Governor, constitutionally. However, I am 

providing the response as submitted by the Deputy Governor. The pre-

vious tender exercise had to be withdrawn. The Public Procurement 

Board advised that there were significant issues which would materi-

ally affect the integrity of the procurement process and the feasibility 

of proceeding with contract award. All bidders were notified. The ten-

der exercise was relaunched and a new ITT was published on 16th 

May, which closed on the 4th of June. Bids are currently being evalu-

ated with the aim of commencing a contract in July. The review is ex-

pected to conclude in March of 2026.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, request for a supplementary. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Let’s hear it. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Can the Honourable Premier state explicitly what the significant is-

sues were that compromised the integrity of the initial procurement 

process whether related to procedural breaches, conflict of interest, 

non-compliance with public procurement regulations, or any other 
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deficiencies, and indicate whether any internal reviews or discipli-

nary actions were triggered as a result?  

Madam Speaker said: 

If I may, Honourable Mulcare, I think he said that he presented the re-

sponse as presented to him. Your mic, sorry. I think he said that he's 

responding based on what was presented to him. So, to ask for all that 

detail, I think it's a bit unfair. Maybe you should get the response later, 

but for now. But Honourable Premier, would you want to? I recognise 

the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

I'm just reiterating your ruling, Madam Speaker, in that I cannot take 

supplementaries on questions as they pertain to the Deputy Governor's 

responses. If, in fact, you wish to ask a substantive question, kindly 

resubmit it. I will take them back to the Deputy Governor and come 

back with a response.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Thank you. I recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I will resubmit. I move on to my next 

question. 

 

5. There have been numerous complaints from members of the gen-

eral public regarding the naturalisation process, including ex-

tended delays in processing applications and applicants being re-

quired to resubmit documentation, often incurring additional fi-

nancial costs. Can the Honourable Leader of Government Busi-

ness please inform this Honourable House, (a), what is the offi-

cial process that applicants must follow to apply for naturalisa-

tion in Montserrat, and (b), in instances where the process is not 

adhered to by the responsible authorities, or where an applicant 

believes they have been subjected to discrimination or victimiza-

tion, to which competent authority should such concerns or com-

plaints be formally reported?  
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Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this again is a question 

which I'm responding to on behalf of the Deputy Governor, and I'll 

read her response faithfully. Consular matters are an issue for the 

Governor pursuant to section 43 sub 1 of the British Nationality Act of 

1981. The Secretary of State conveys responsibility to undertake these 

functions to the Governor, who can exercise her discretion according-

ly. The Office of the Deputy Governor has been delegated to adminis-

ter the process in line with the procedures agreed with the UK Home 

Office. The ODG acknowledged that there have been some delays due 

to resource challenges. Communications were issued to alert appli-

cants of the delays. Interviews have since been held, and steps are be-

ing taken to move forward with these applications.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, a request for supplementary.  

 

I do understand the fact that the Honourable Premier is responding 

to or reading the response of the Deputy Governor. However, Mad-

am Speaker, in light of the additional financial burden placed on 

applicants, can the Honourable Premier indicate whether the gov-

ernment intends to implement any measures such as, or suggest any 

process changes to reduce or offset these costs, given the fact that 

the delay is not the fault of the applicant, but are forced to resubmit 

the application and pay additional fees?  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

The Premier said: 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, these are questions 

which I'll take under advisement, and I will welcome that our next 

meeting, that I have your input into some recommendations which can 

come from the Opposition, so we can take it forward. I can take it 

forward on our behalf.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I do thank the Honourable Premier 

for that inclusion. On to my next question. 

 

6. In 2009, Clico International Life Insurance Limited experienced 

a major financial collapse that impacted thousands of policy-

holders across the Caribbean. Many citizens who invested signif-

icant sums were eventually able to recover some funds, with the 

notable exception of Montserratians, many of whom remain un-

compensated to this day. Given that the Honourable Premier 

served as Montserrat's representative on the Monetary Council of 

the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, ECCB, can the Honoura-

ble Premier state what concrete steps the Government of Mont-

serrat has taken, or intends to take, to advocate for and assist its 

citizens who have yet to recover their long-standing investments 

with Clico International Life Insurance Limited? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Premier. 

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I cannot respond to what previous administrations 

did from 2014 to date, but I can assure you, I've had one meeting of 

the Monetary Council to date since my return to active political office. 

I have had discussions with the Governor of the Central Bank to have 

this matter put on the agenda for the July meeting, and I will, in fact, 

inform you and others who have an interest as to the status based on 
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the report coming from the Central Bank. In fact, I commit to share 

that report with the opposition as well.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable…. 

The Premier said: 

If I may, if I may, Madam Speaker. On the other question, on the point, 

if you'll permit me, it's unwritten. Would you permit me to give a fur-

ther elucidation? The reasoning behind why the Montserrat policy 

holders have not been paid is that from 2009 going forward, and I can 

speak from 2009 to 2014, is that the committee started by paying out 

the smaller policy holders but the larger policy holders happen to be 

in Montserrat and therefore, this is why territories such as St. Vincent 

and St. Lucia, most of their policy holders have been paid out because 

they were under the $750,000 limit. Most of the policyholders in 

Montserrat are well over that $750,000 limit. There have been at least 

two persons in Montserrat who were paid out, and it's simply because 

they were within the original limit for compensation. But as I said, I 

will follow up in terms of what has or has not happened since my time 

out of office, and I will report back to the House and also share the 

report with the Opposition. If it's not a confidential document. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

 

Questions to the Honourable Minister for Education, Health and So-

cial Services from Honourable Nyota Mulcare 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Premier for his 

responses, as well as for providing the written responses to allow me 

to review and ably do my work here in Parliament today. And I further 

look forward to his update to this House and to furnish the Opposition 

with the response for the CLICO matter. And I do hope that it will 

bring positive resolution to our citizens. I now move on to the Hon-

ourable Minister of Education, Health and Social Services.  
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My first question. 

 

1. Several years ago, the working hours for hospital drivers were 

extended from an eight-hour shift to a 12-hour shift. These em-

ployees have since been subjected to prolonged working hours 

without any corresponding improvement to their remuneration 

package. Furthermore, it has been reported that they have no 

designated rest facility and are compelled to rest in the very buses 

that they are assigned to drive. This situation raises serious con-

cerns regarding adhering to basic labour standards and occupa-

tional health and safety requirements. Can the Honourable Min-

ister of Health please inform this Honourable House when will 

this matter be rectified and what immediate measures will be tak-

en to ensure that these essential workers receive fair compensa-

tion and are provided with appropriate working conditions in 

keeping with established labour and health standards?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker and thank you to Honourable Mulcare in 

supporting health workers. The response from the Ministry of Health. 

The Ministry of Health reports that when the Margetson Memorial 

Home was transferred to the Golden Years Home some years ago, that 

the shift of the drivers was adjusted from eight hours to 12 hours to 

accommodate this and this allowed one driver to be assigned to the 

hospital and one to the Margetson Home from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., so 12-

hour shifts. The ministry has felt that the shift, that in extending the 

shift to 12 hours a day, that the workers would appreciate the signifi-

cant downtime outside of the working hours, so the fact that they had 

more days available to them for the week, and had the intention of en-

suring that they stayed within the 40-hour work week. As a result, 12-

hour shifts three or four days a week were the result. And they report, 

the Ministry of Health, that there is no distinction between rest areas 

for different categories of staff, so there are some rest areas in the 

hospital that they have access to. The Ministry of Health states also 

that there is a business case for two additional drivers, and this has 
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received approval, and that the vacant positions either are advertised 

or will be advertised, and that the Ministry is considering the best ap-

proach to sort out its transportation needs, to adjust salaries, and to 

address workers' needs in general.  

 

My approach as the Minister to this Ministry, to which I have been as-

signed, is to state that it's really important that as we progress in 

health in any area, that it's really important that the burden does not 

fall unfairly on any particular group of workers, which seems to be 

the case in this scenario. It appears as if, from the discussion, that 

most drivers actually prefer an eight-hour shift, five days a week. 

When they're doing 12-hour shifts, the off days I felt feeling quite ex-

hausted and struggling to get a balance with enough rest and getting 

other aspects of their lives sorted. For some of them, it is family life, 

and for some, it is an extra job. Madam Speaker, most of us who work 

for government have an extra job because salaries are low, and we 

have other people to feed and roofs over our heads to maintain. I'm 

delighted that two additional driver roles have been created, so this 

should solve the problem, and I look forward to the well-being of the 

drivers being heavily factored in when decisions are being made 

about the shift system, which appears to be seriously affecting their 

quality of life. This raises the reality of our treatment of other workers 

in health, Madam Speaker. I feel the treatment of other workers has 

not been adequately warm.  

 

I would like to raise the situation within the answer to this question 

for the support of the radiology staff at the X-ray Department of 

Glendon Hospital. Madam Speaker, these workers have replaced, 

have embraced marked departmental expansion and innovation. Their 

adoption of the new technology, requiring new skills, has been incred-

ible. The department has moved from being an X-ray-only facility then 

to X-ray plus taking on ultrasound, and then over the past year and a 

bit, embracing the operation and the management of mammography 

and CT scanning. We must all accept that this is an incredible jump in 

the workload and in the skills required, Madam Speaker, yet they are 

still paid as if they are running an X-ray-only facility. In particular, if 

you address the fact that one of the persons expected to operate the 

equipment, who herself is incredible, is also managing the radiology 

department with these leaps and bounds in innovation and workload, 

she is now managing a department that has really gone beyond what 
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managing an X-ray department should have been. With our popula-

tion growth rate, as I said earlier, of minus 32 persons per year on 

this island, it is essential that we urgently address their remuneration 

package and hours of work, and thus I'm asking the Ministry to which 

I have been assigned to urgently prepare a business case for human 

resources and finance which adequately compensates these extremely 

capable and valued workers who could quite easily find work else-

where with their level of skill.  

 

Madam Speaker, in this breath, I would like to assure all persons who 

work at Glendon who man the ship, even at hours when the rest of us 

are comfortable in our beds to ensure, and when all of us are sitting 

with our families and they're at work, to ensure that they know that 

this government is here to support them. I am extremely glad that you 

have highlighted this problem, and I know you will continue to high-

light further problems that workers at the hospital and other workers 

for government have been experiencing, and we look forward to, as a 

team, providing solutions with our own cash strapped budget to en-

sure that all the workers are adequately compensated and adequately 

cared for, because it is extremely important for development of Mont-

serrat and ensuring that we continue the progress that we're making, 

so thank you. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, supplementary request.  

 

I note the Honourable Minister's response, and with much investi-

gation, she will realise that the shift system actually changed long 

before the relocation. However, let me say, the current shift sheet 

does not reflect what was highlighted in the response. Work two days 

with two or three days off, and to indicate that there is no distinction 

for rest areas for different categories of staff shows the lack of care 

for workers, as it is impossible for the rest area for 12-hour shift 

workers to be the same as persons with less hours, considering your 

profession, Honourable Minister. Can the Honourable Minister of 

Health, and I reiterate, considering your profession, commit to do-
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ing her own groundwork to inspect the shift sheets and the rest area 

to make sure that medically, government does the right thing for the 

hospital drivers?  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Health.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Member of 

Opposition for her attempt at an insult, a person who has zero experi-

ence in health. Madam Speaker, I'm unsure as to what sort of rest area 

the Honourable Member is referring to. On a 12-hour shift, are we 

expecting to stretch out on a bed and have a nap? I would like to point 

out that in the UK, because of the staff shortages, a lot of nurses, par-

ticularly in emergency care, are on 12-hour shifts. The rest areas are 

the same for other members of staff, where you can sit, have food, sit 

back, unwind, watch something on a television or on your own device, 

but nobody in health is napping on a 12-hour shift. I am happy to, go-

ing forward, to look into it some more, but the reality is that if we can 

make the shift shorter, they will be happier, and we are happy to ad-

dress that particular problem. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. It's unfortunate that the Honourable Min-

ister sees it as an insult, but my aim to seek responses for the general 

public, and nowhere in my question did I speak of napping, but a 

proper resting facility for the drivers. And I may continue to my next 

question, Madam Speaker.  

 

2. Headteachers and senior nursery nurses in the early childhood 

sector currently receive a travel allowance of only $50 per month, 

an amount that does not reflect the actual and rising costs asso-

ciated with transportation, including fuel, vehicle maintenance, 

and replacement parts. These educators are routinely required to 
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use their personal vehicles to travel to education headquarters for 

meetings, to collect materials for school fundraisers and specific 

learning activities, and other essential duties that support the de-

livery of quality early childhood education. As a result, they're of-

ten left covering the significant shortfall between the actual 

transportation expenses and the current allowance. Can the 

Honourable Minister of Education please inform this Honoura-

ble House when will this matter be reviewed and what steps will 

be taken, including the preparation and submission of a Cabinet 

paper to address this matter, ensuring that the travel allowance is 

adjusted to reflect the true costs incurred by these vital education 

professionals? 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Minister of Education.  

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. The response from the Ministry is the 

current $50 per month is by no means a reflection of the Ministry's 

perspective of the value of the contribution of the early childhood sec-

tor, the value that they bring to the island's development and sustaina-

bility, and that the Ministry of Education recognises that the current 

allowance of $50 per month is really not adequate to cover the true 

costs incurred for transportation by early childhood educators. Re-

views of an approval for adjustments to allow adjustments for allow-

ances across the public service are handled by the Human Resources 

Management Unit. However, the Ministry of Health will continue to 

advocate for and make the relevant submissions to have this matter 

addressed in the next financial year.  

 

My response is personally that EC $50 per month is totally dismal as 

a transportation allowance. It is very likely that this amount was set in 

the 1960s. $50 does not even cover half a week of petrol, nor does it 

even cover a month of bus fare. It is uncertain what this $50 is intend-

ed to cover. These value professionals have my commitment to ad-

dressing this issue and I would like to thank my Honourable Cousin in 

Opposition for her question and to perhaps applaud her for noticing 

this, but also to recognise that as civil service head for many years, as 
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their representative, she watched this $50 per month transportation 

allowance be their allowance for a very long time. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the Honourable Minister for her re-

sponses and indicate that going forward that my questions be taken as 

lobbying for the people of Montserrat so that they can achieve their 

overall (chuckle). And I want to also correct the Honourable Minister 

that I was not the head of service, but I was the president….  

Madam Speaker said: 

Honourable Mulcare, Honourable Mulcare. 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Honourable Mulcare, we are not supposed to have debates and 

speeches on responses. Thank you. Or, if you just wrap up and thank 

the Minister, that's fine, but no speech or debate, please. I recognise 

the Honourable Mulcare.  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. However, on a Point of Order, it would 

be clarification, I do expect that this goes both sides of the House be-

cause the Honourable Minister was allowed to debate and say more 

than the question that I asked. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Excuse me? So, you're challenging the ruling, Honourable Mulcare?  

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 
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Madam Speaker, I'm making an observation that you cautioned me 

and the Honourable Minister was not cautioned.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Let us complete this exercise, please, without an argument. 

 
9.  MOTIONS 

 

(1) The Premier and Minister of Finance and Economic Manage-

ment to move the Introduction and First Reading of the Public 

Procurement Bill 2025. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Finance. 

First Reading – Public Procurement Bill 2025  

The Premier said: 

Madam Speaker, I rise to make a motion for the first reading of the 

Appropriation Bill 2025 (sic).   

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Agriculture. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

Madam Speaker, I move to second the motion. 

Madam Speaker said: 

It has been moved and seconded that the Bill, shortly entitled Public 

Procurement Bill 2025, should be read a first time.  

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Bill will be read a first time. 
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The Clerk said: 

Public Procurement Bill 2025. 

(2) The Attorney General to move: 

 

(i) The Introduction and First Reading of the Police 

(Amendment) Bill 2025. 

 

(ii) The Second and Third Reading of the Seventh-Day Ad-

ventist Church Incorporation (Amendment) Bill 2025 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Attorney General. 

The Attorney General said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise to move a motion 

for the introduction and first reading of the Bill, shortly entitled Police 

Amendment Bill 2025. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Acting Financial Secretary. 

The Financial Secretary (Ag) said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I move a motion for the second reading 

of the Police Amendment Bill 2025.  

Madam Speaker said: 

The motion for the first reading. 

The Financial Secretary (Ag) said: 

Okay. Yes, Madam Speaker, apologies. I move a motion for the first 

reading. I second the motion for the first reading of the Police 

Amendment Bill 2025.  

Madam Speaker said: 
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Members, it has been moved and seconded that the Bill, shortly enti-

tled Police Amendment Bill 2025, should be read a first time. 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Bill will be read a first time. 

The Clerk said: 

Police Amendment Bill 2025 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honorable Attorney General.  

 

 Second Reading – Seventh Day Adventist Church Incorporation 

Amendment Bill 2025  

The Attorney General said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise to move a motion 

for the second reading of the Bill shortly entitled Seventh-day Advent-

ist Church Incorporation Amendment Bill 2025. Madam Speaker, 

the Seventh-day Adventist Church Incorporation Act, Cap 294, in-

cluded in the 1962 revised edition of the Laws of Montserrat, consti-

tuted in Montserrat a Board of Trustees of the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church in the Leeward Islands. The Board of Trustees comprised of 

the Superintendent of the East Caribbean Conference of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church, the Secretary-Treasurer, and other persons to 

be appointed in accordance with the Constitution of the East Caribbe-

an Conference. The Act provides that, subject to the rules and regula-

tions and controls of the East Caribbean Conference of the Seventh-

day Adventist, the Board constituted under the Act had the full power 

to hold, purchase, exchange, devise land and other property of any 

kind for the Church. Under the Act, the Board was also given the 

power to sell, grant, and convey land or other property vested in the 

said Board, but again subject to the rules and regulations and control 

of the East Caribbean Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist, and 

only with the consent of the Conference.  
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Madam Speaker, the Seventh-day Adventist Church Incorporation Act 

was first enacted in May 1927, and the last amendment was made in 

1961. Since that time, things have changed in the organizational struc-

ture of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Caribbean region. In 

order to ensure that the Board of Trustees, as currently constituted, 

can effectively act to manage the land and property of the Church, a 

request was made on behalf of the Church for amendments to the Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church Incorporation Act. To this end, the Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church Incorporation Amendment Bill 2025 is be-

fore this Honorable House. The Bill seeks to amend the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church Incorporation Act, Cap 294. 

 

Clause 1 of the Bill sets out the short title.  

 

Clause 2 of the Bill defines the phrase, Principal Act.  

 

Clause 3 amends the preamble of the Act by deleting the current pre-

amble and replacing it with recitals that set out the constitution dates 

of the Leeward Island Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church South Leeward Mission, and the South 

Leeward Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. The recitals provide 

also for the constitution and incorporation of the Board of Trustees of 

the South Leeward Conference of Seventh-day Adventists who will 

have the power to hold lands and other property in trust for the 

Church.  

 

Clause 4 of the Bill inserts section 1 (a) into the Act, which defines 

the phrase, Board of Trustees, to mean the Board of Trustees of the 

South Leeward Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.  

 

Clause 5 of the Bill deletes and replaces section 2 of the Act. The new 

section 2 sets out the constitution of the Board of Trustees.  

 

Clause 6 amends the Act by deleting section 3 and replacing section 3. 

The amended section 3 deals with vesting of property and the powers 

of the Board of Trustees. It provides that all land and other property 

real or personal of any kind acquired or held by or for the benefit of 

the Church would vest in the Board of Trustees. Section 3 outlines the 

powers of the Board to act in relation to this property and outlines that 
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these powers are subject to the rules, regulations, and control of the 

South Leeward Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.  

 

Clause 7 makes minor amendments to section 4 of the Act by deleting 

East Caribbean Conference of Seventh-day Adventist Church and 

substituting, therefore, South Leeward Conference of Seventh-day 

Adventists.  

 

Clause 8 of the Bill inserts a new section into the Act, which gives the 

Governor acting on the advice of Cabinet the power to amend the pre-

amble of the Act by order.  

 

Clause 9 of the Bill inserts a section 6 into the Act. Section 6 validates 

all acts purportedly performed by the Board of Trustees or the Board 

of Trustees of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, South Leeward 

Mission under section 3 or section 4 of the Act, which would have 

been validly performed by the Board of Trustees of the Leeward Is-

land Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. Madam Speaker, I com-

mend the Bill to the House for its consideration and further debate. 

Thank you.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Deputy Premier.  

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I stand in support of 

the motion for the Seventh-day Adventist Church Incorporation 

Amendment Bill 2025 to be given its second reading. Shall I address 

at the same time? Okay.  

 

Madam Speaker, as this Honourable House would have already heard, 

the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Montserrat was incorporated in 

1927, and the Act was amended in 1961. Madam Speaker, time has 

moved on, life has evolved, and so has the Church and therefore, 

Madam Speaker, I will not address the significant changes, technical-

ly, since the Honourable Attorney General has done so, but to address 

it generally, that the significant organisational changes have occurred, 

and including the transition from the East Caribbean Conference to 

the South Leeward Conference. These changes, therefore, Madam 
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Speaker, are required so that the outdated elements of the Act can be 

addressed to address the challenges for the Church, particularly in 

managing its property transactions and aligning with this governance 

structure.  

 

Recognising, therefore, the need for legislative reform, consultations 

were conducted with the Church representative, including President 

Carson Green of the South Leeward Conference, and the Attorney 

General's Chambers, who I wish to register their thanks and our 

thanks have worked tirelessly, Madam Speaker, so that this Bill is 

here today. And so, these discussions, Madam Speaker, resulted in the 

proposed amendments to modernize the Act. Among key issues you 

will have heard is the changes to the Board of Trustees so that we can 

validate past decisions, and the provision to allow for future updates 

to the preamble without requiring legislative approval. These amend-

ments, I assure this House, ensure the Act aligns not only with the 

Church's current operations but also reduces the burden of legislative 

amendments for future organizational changes. I am particularly 

pleased, Madam Speaker, with the validation clause, which legalizes a 

prior action and decisions taken by the Church's governing bodies be-

fore the amendment of this Act, and I've already said there also is the 

power to amend the preamble by order. The Act grants the Governor, 

acting on the advice of Cabinet, the authority to amend the preamble 

by order, streamlining the administrative processes.  

 

These amendments modernize the legal framework governing the 

Church, again ensuring it operates legally, secure, and adaptable to fu-

ture changes. So, in a nutshell, legal financial governance implications 

for the Church, Madam Speaker, will be addressed today. Therefore, 

Madam Speaker, it provides for certainty and operational flexibility as 

well. As I said before, saving time and enhancing the efficiency for 

the Church and Parliament. I therefore invite the Members of this 

Honourable House to support this Bill, giving modern wings to the 

Adventist Church governance and legal structures. If it pleases you, 

Madam Speaker, I will rest. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Recognise the Honourable Parliamentary Representative Buffonge. 

Mr. Crenston Buffonge said: 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise in support of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church Incorporation Amendment Bill. What 

it seeks to do is to formalize the new development as was stated with-

in the life of the SDA Church across our region. Madam Speaker, the 

SDA Incorporation Bill updates the old law to reflect the new chang-

es, as was said. For years, we've been part of the North Caribbean 

Conference. I think a little correction on the Honourable Hector's part, 

not the East, but the North Caribbean Conference, which includes 

several countries across the region. They have now formally transi-

tioned into a new body, which is called the North Leeward Islands 

Mission, which includes Montserrat, Antigua, St. Kitts, and Nevis. I 

don't know, maybe they're trying to tell us something as governments 

of the three countries. Madam Speaker, the Bill updates the laws to re-

flect, one, to recognise the new mission and its leadership, the Board 

of Trustees, and to ensure that the Church can continue managing its 

properties along with its operations here in Montserrat, and to also 

confirm that any other action that would have been taken by the mis-

sion or the Church are now valid on the law. 

 

It also ensures that the new leadership, the Board of Trustees, is offi-

cially recognised and empowered to continue its operations about 

their properties, their work in the community without interruption, and 

to also validate all the steps that were taken before. But Madam 

Speaker, beyond the technical updates, which is basically what this is, 

it is also a chance for us to reflect on the consistent contribution of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church. Madam Speaker, I'm not only a Mem-

ber of this House, but that Church has been responsible for my up-

bringing and some of the principles I still hold with me today. Madam 

Speaker, the Church has always been a beacon to this community. 

From before COVID, during COVID, the Church was always there to 

help Montserrat, even in providing PPE and assistance with disaster 

relief. Madam Speaker, even as Minister of Agriculture would have 

reached out to the Church with the use of their lands in Cork Hill, and 

without hesitation, they came forward and those lands are still in pro-

duction today, which is also proof of the Church's commitment to the 

development and service to our community. Madam Speaker, the 

Pathfinder program within the Church they continue to mold our 

youth in teaching them significant skills, from public speaking to sur-

viving and team building. 
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I must add, Madam Speaker, that their presence was missing on 

King's Birthday parade. I believe because of the observance of the 

Sabbath, they were not able to attend, and I'm making a submission 

here that we consider somewhere in which we can, whether transfer 

back to Sunday or something of that sort, where the Church and path-

finders can be on parade and enjoy the celebrations. Madam Speaker, 

to the Church I say congratulations. I implore them to continue their 

work and to thank them for their continuous service to faith, family, 

community, and national development. Madam Speaker, I rest and 

support of the Bill. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Any other interventions? Would anyone else wish to speak on the Bill, 

or else we move on? Okay, so it seems not.  

 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Bill will be read a second time. 

The Clerk read the Bill a second time. 

Madam Speaker said: 

And now that the Bill has been read a second time, the Assembly will 

go into committee to consider the Bill in detail.  

COMMITTEE STAGE 

The Clerk said: 

Clauses 1 to 2 

Madam Chair said: 

The question is that clause is 1 and 2 should stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 
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Clauses 1 and 2 now stand as part of the Bill.   

The Clerk said: 

Clause 3 

Madam Chair said: 

The question is that clause 3 should stand part of this Bill. 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 

Clause 3 now stands as part of the Bill. 

 

The Clerk said: 

Clauses 4 and 5, and 6 

Madam Chair said: 

The question is that clauses 4, 5 and 6 should stand as part of the Bill. 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 

Clauses 4 to 6 now stand as part of the Bill. 

 

The Clerk said: 

Clauses 7, 8, and 9 

Madam Chair said: 

The question is that clauses 7, 8, and 9 should stand as part of the Bill. 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 
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Clauses 7, 8 and 9 now stand as part of the Bill. 

 

The Clerk said: 

Enacting Clause and Long Title 

Madam Chair said: 

The question is that the Enacting Clause and Long Title should stand 

as part of the Bill.  

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 

The Enacting Clause and Long Title now stand as part of the Bill. And 

our final question is that the Bill should be reported to the Assembly.  

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Chair said: 

The Bill will now be reported to the Assembly.  

RESUMPTION OF ASSEMBLY 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Assembly will now resume its sitting. I recognise the Honourable 

Attorney General. 

Third Reading – Seventh Day Adventists Church Incorporation 

Amendment Bill 2025 

The Attorney General  said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm pleased to report 

that the Bill shortly entitled Seventh Day Adventist Church Incorpo-

ration Amendment Bill 2025 successfully passed through the commit-

tee stage of this Honourable House with no amendments and in light 

of that, I would like to move a motion for the third reading of the Bill 
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shortly entitled Seventh Day Adventist Church Incorporation 

Amendment Bill 2025. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Do we have a seconder? Do we have a seconder? I recognise the 

Honourable Deputy Premier.  

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Madam Speaker, I stand to support the motion.  

Madam Speaker said: 

It has been moved and seconded that the Bill shortly entitled Seventh 

Day Adventist Church Incorporation Amendment Bill 2025 be read 

a third time. 

 

The question was put and carried. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Bill will now be read a third time. 

 

The Clerk read the Bill a third time. 

Madam Speaker said: 

The Bill has been read a third time and is accordingly passed. 

 

(3)  Honorable Donaldson Romeo to move a Resolution. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honorable Romeo.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Resolution is enti-

tled Consideration of an Increase in Support to the Income and Sala-

ries of the Vulnerable, the Working Poor, Pensioners, Public Servants, 
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and Other Affected Persons in the Public and Private Sector. Whereas 

the UK Government has acknowledged  

Madam Speaker said: 

Excuse me, excuse me, sir, you need to move the motion first.  

 

Resolution – Consideration of an Increase in Support to the Income 

and Salaries of the Vulnerable, the Working Poor, Pensioners, Public 

Servants, and Other Affected Persons in the Public and Private Sec-

tors. 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Yes, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I move a motion for the read-

ing and presentation of the Resolution entitled Consideration of an In-

crease in Support to the Income and Salaries of the Vulnerable, the 

Working Poor, Pensioners, Public Servants, and Other Affected Per-

sons in the Public and Private Sector.  

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr. Paul Lewis said: 

Honourable Speaker, I rise to second the motion for the Resolution 

Consideration of an Increase in Support to the Income and Salaries of 

the Vulnerable, the Working Poor, Pensioners, Public Servants, and 

Other Affected Persons in the Public and Private Sector. 

Madam Speaker said: 

Honorable Romeo, you may make your presentation.  

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.  

 

Whereas the UK Government has acknowledged that it has an interna-

tionally binding legal obligation to ensure, to the utmost of social, ed-
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ucational, economic and political well-being and advancement, and to 

promote constructive measures of development;  

 

Whereas all Members of this House, especially elected representa-

tives, are expected to discuss and adopt legislation that positively ad-

dresses the well-being of the people of Montserrat; Whereas, as de-

tailed in the Appendix Part A, the elderly, the working poor and pub-

lic and private sector and other vulnerable people face the effect of 

cumulative inflation and grossly inadequate income base ever since 

the DFID-funded study about 11 years ago included that the estimated 

needed support for the healthy nutrition of an adult was EC$1200 to 

$1400 a month; 

 

Whereas, as detailed in the Appendix B, Part B, the ODG Compensa-

tion Report 2021 and data from the Statistic Department indicate that 

the estimated cost of living in Montserrat is currently $2,485 per 

month for a single person;  

 

Whereas there is and has been manifest need to respond to the urgent 

basic needs of the vulnerable, working poor, pensioners, and the pub-

lic and private sector; 

 

Be it resolved that this Honourable House now calls on the Govern-

ment and relevant departments, without imposing any obligation 

whatsoever on them, without the approval of the Cabinet under Sec-

tion 70 of the Montserrat Constitution Order 2010, to discuss an ur-

gent adjustment to support for the vulnerable, pensioners and especial-

ly our working poor and their dependents in the public and private 

sector.  

 

Madam Speaker, I just received copies. I should present it and share it 

with everyone. Could you pass it to the Government side in particu-

lar? Of a resolution done by the Cayman Opposition, which was ta-

bled in 2023/2024, calling on the Government to adjust the cost of liv-

ing for those receiving assistance and the civil service pension uplift. 

Madam Speaker, the reason why I'm sharing this is so the public un-

derstands that I've been pushing for this Resolution for quite some 

time, with the understanding that the Opposition does not just sit back 

and watch things fall apart, but take some action to influence change. 

Madam Speaker, we are not allowed as Members of the Opposition to 
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make a decision to increase a salary, or we are able to increase income 

for anyone, or are we able to vote on our own as Members on the oth-

er side in Cabinet to make such a decision. Therefore, the law requires 

that we can only appeal to that Cabinet, to the majority, to make the 

change that we deem necessary. Madam Speaker, the important thing 

to note is that in the Cayman's case, and they've done it once since 

then, the entire Parliament joined together to agree to these changes, 

although it was proposed by the Opposition.  

 

Now, our situation is different to the Cayman. Cayman, they have the 

funds to make those decisions on their own. This decision that I'm 

asking for can cost several million dollars, and therefore, the chal-

lenge is, where do we get those funds from? And I'm sure the Honour-

able Premier and others are working hard to address this matter, in 

that we have to appeal to an external source for any extra funds to as-

sist in this regard. Madam Speaker, therefore, my intention was, my 

hope was, that this entire Parliament could agree to what is stated at 

the conclusion of this Resolution just now, that this Honourable 

House together would agree to call on the Government and relevant 

departments without imposing any obligation whatsoever on them 

without the approval of Cabinet, so it's still up to Cabinet to discuss an 

urgent adjustment to support for the vulnerable, pensioners, especially 

the working poor and others. 

 

I have no doubt, Madam Speaker, that every Member in this House, 

elected and unelected, wants to see some change. But as we listened 

this morning to some answers, I realized how critical it is that we 

voice that intention together, publicly. And Madam Speaker, that is 

what today is all about. Us voicing that intention and that wish and 

that support for the action to increase the income of especially those 

who are vulnerable and weak. So, Madam Speaker, I know I don't 

need to convince anyone that increasing the income to not just public 

servants, but those in the private sector, and not just increasing in-

come, but providing support, and there are many ways to provide sup-

port, which includes, of course, creating employment opportunities. 

Madam Speaker, includes reducing duties at the port, so that all may 

feel it, and probably reducing utility costs so every household can feel 

it. There are many ways it can be done. But there are some direct in-

creases that are needed to salaries and income.  
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Madam Speaker, one pensioner in her 60s, after working for the gov-

ernment for 40 plus years, whose monthly income is under $2,000, is 

left with $600 after paying a relatively small mortgage and utility 

bills. Notice I said a mortgage, somebody who has had to provide 

housing for themselves in our situation at a fairly old age, and they 

have several more years to pay off. Already retired in their 60s. Be-

tween now and then, clearly, that pensioner has to depend on external 

support to live decently. Madam Speaker, there are former head 

teachers, senior nurses whose monthly pensions are under $2,000 as 

well. Some of them have given 30-plus years. And Madam Speaker, 

there are those who, would you believe it or not, receive less than 

$400 or $500 a month, somewhere around that, from their social secu-

rity benefits, and have to be topped up to $900, which is the maximum 

help they can get, if they don't have more than $8,000 saved. So, 

you're in an awkward spot. If you have something saved beyond eight, 

you have to spend it to get help. So, you have to live real tight, or get 

rid of any savings you have to back you up to be able to benefit. Mad-

am Speaker, a couple in their 80s and 70s, who have worked for the 

Government of Montserrat, combined, they've served for 70 plus 

years, and Madam Speaker, they receive $1,350 a month between the 

two of them, and that provides not only for food but many other basic 

needs that they may have. Madam Speaker, none of the people I have 

mentioned just now have been classified as mendicants, none. Clearly, 

they are people who have served our country well and deserve to live 

a decent life.  

 

Madam Speaker, sadly, it can get worse in the private sector, where 

mothers with single children are working for less than $2000 a month, 

and many may think I'm saying that you should give them money. No, 

I'm not just saying that at all. There are many ways to give support to 

single mothers and children, whether they are working for government 

or not. As we continue, we will discover that even people working for 

government are struggling with higher salaries than what we just de-

scribed.  

 

Madam Speaker, our visits to businesses have been really shocking. 

Although we are aware most of us are aware that the economy is stag-

nant and I want to make it very clear here that I'm not blaming the 

present government. They've been in for six months. They've inherited 

quite a lot of what they're trying to resolve, and they may very well be 
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working on resolving what we are putting forward right now because 

they've heard the cry of the people, and they've heard the comments 

and challenges that have been made.  

 

Madam Speaker, but as we went from business place to business 

place, this is what really saddened me most.  Apart from some having 

a problem with paying arrears for rent and this has been going on 

since COVID. They've been struggling since COVID to keep up with 

their rent, apart from struggling to be able to pay their staff, and hav-

ing to chip in where they were challenged to. I don't want to be too 

specific here because people can guess who we're talking about. In 

some cases, where staff will get bonuses and there's nothing to get a 

bonus from, and the owner knows, look, they need that help. They 

have to provide the extra help for them. The fact that some people are 

taxed for overtime, so they even try to work overtime, and they end up 

paying significant taxes, Madam Speaker. So, the businesses are de-

pendent a lot on what is spent in the economy, and the public servants 

contribute the majority of that spending, as we all know.  

 

Madam Speaker, there's also been a slowdown in projects. Had we 

had the port project going a bit more and the hospital going a bit 

more, they're all coming on stream, and we’re happy for that. Things 

could have been slightly different. The businesses sort of explained to 

us what happened since the port project stopped. Some explained to us 

their circumstances present compared to a year ago, and most of it is 

not pretty. I'm not going to go into too much detail today because I 

know everybody out there understands what we're talking about. Eve-

rybody understands. Everybody has somebody close to them. Every-

body has to face being asked for help constantly, and especially politi-

cians, we all know that. So, both businesses and people are struggling. 

Madam Speaker, I referred to the studies, one done by the governor's 

office in 2020. That's nearly five years ago, and what amazes me, 

Madam Speaker, is that that study made it plain that the cost of living 

was estimated to be around $2,485 for an individual. The living wage, 

they call it, and approximately 40% of those within the government do 

not earn enough to cover the basic cost of living. Let me repeat, 40% 

of those employed within the government do not earn enough to cover 

the basic cost of living.  
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Madam Speaker, it goes on to say that women are also represented 

within the percentage of workers, as they account for 60 percent of 

those who do not earn a livable wage, and that's within government, 

employed by government. Madam Speaker, that is daunting, and that's 

2020. Things have gotten significantly more difficult since 2020. 

Madam Speaker, the study speaks to the impact of inflation despite it 

says a few years of deflation in recent years, Montserrat has experi-

enced an accumulated rate of 21.6%, an inflation rate that is over the 

past 15-year period. That's since 2010, and this it says has caused a se-

rious erosion in the spending power of public servants. Madam 

Speaker, what this means is that an item which cost a thousand dollars 

in 2006 in 2020 costs $1,216 for the same item. So, in 2006, what you 

were able to buy, you can only now in 2020 buy 80% of what you 

could have bought them, 80% it says. And remember, as I said, the 

civil service represents a significant part of our GDP. Significant.  

 

A significant portion of our recurrent budget and what is spent in the 

economy. If civil servants don't pay their mortgages, we'd be in trou-

ble. But they're forced to pay their mortgages because it comes out be-

fore they can support themselves. Madam Speaker, the document also 

shows that, and this is evidence already provided, already researched 

and done by the Deputy Governor's Office. Not the government, the 

deputy governor's office, with the aid of consultants hired by DFID. 

For example, somebody's basic salary being EC $4,112, net salary af-

ter tax and social security in 2020, and social security has gone up a 

bit. There may be a little break on taxes since then, but I'm going to 

just refer to 2020. Social Security $150 dollars and so civil service as-

sociate subscription $10, and tax $624. You end up with a net salary 

of 3,328 dollars, and it says out of that comes rent, an average of 

$610. Now, tell me where you could get a house to rent for $610 or 

what kind of house you could get. I know that has changed. And if 

you have a mortgage, even if you have a small two-bedroom house, 

you're talking about $1,500 a month or more. I'm going very gently, 

1500 is low. Electricity 310, gas 45, internet 110, groceries 800. Gro-

ceries 800, 2020, 800. And remember, there's another study that says 

since 2013 that it would take 1,200 to 1,400 to have someone eat a nu-

tritional diet, 2013/14. Now 2020, they're saying $800. So clearly, 

that's not a nutritional diet.  
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So, we have to worry about children and parents not being able to eat 

properly. Already in a society where our culture, our food lead us into 

hypertension and diabetes. So where are we headed, Madam Speaker? 

The other costs are a bit more now, but in the end, it says that the per-

son earning $4,112 ends up with $843 extra in their pocket extra. 

That's if they don't have a car loan to pay. So, the car loan will kill 

that almost. And again, this is for an individual without children; 843 

left. Some single families have more than one or two children to deal 

with. Then, let's look at a clerical officer earning $1,943 in 2020. 

Hopefully, that has increased a bit. Some tax changes are great. But 

this is the evidence back then. You're talking about after tax, they pay 

tax. Are they paying tax? You earn 19 something. Now it's Honoura-

ble Lewis and others will probably give you some details on that. It's a 

little different. They were paying taxes, social security, and you name 

it. Then they end up with $804 to take home, from which they then 

take care of expenses. Rent, the same 610 if you're a single person, 

which I know is a lot more than that now. Electricity, similar figures. 

And that person is $690 in the minus in 2020. Now I just got these 

figures, and I wish I could have quoted percentages. And this is evi-

dence already in hand. Rice in 2015, quarter three, a two-pound bag of 

rice was $4.41. It's now nine, $7, no, no, $8.48, nearly double. Five 

pounds, 10 in quarter four, $10.56, now $15 plus. I'm trying to pick 

some examples, and I wish I could give percentages, but I just got it. 

Rice, 10 pounds, $19.49, now $28.29. Powdered milk, 1800 grams, 

$64 quarter four in 2015, now $83.24 in 2024. I would hope there's 

some sort of deductions that might have changed that, let's hope. But 

I'm just quoting from figures already established and had in hand. And 

it's important to note that. Saltfish was 13.89 per pound. In 2024, it's 

$22.70. You heard that? Saltfish, down from $13.89 to $22.70. Not a 

poor man's meal anymore. Cooking gas, 100-pound cylinder, quarter 

four, $158 in 2015, quarter four in 2024, $227. That's 2024, last year. 

I wish I could have said what it is now. So clearly, those things speak 

for themselves. And the reason why I'm actually mentioning this, I 

have to go back to what is said in the Resolution. We're calling for ur-

gent action, urgent adjustment to the support of the vulnerable.  

 

Madam Speaker, I'm sure the Honourable Premier understands this, 

and I'm sure he's working hard to address this. We no longer have a 

situation where Montserratians will have to stay and fight to survive. 
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They have a choice. They can pick up and leave. Imagine Montserrat, 

and things have come to a point where Guyanese are saying, I'm not 

even bothering with a Montserrat passport. I'm going back home. And 

you go and check them out. Some of them are doing well. That wasn't 

the case a few years ago. And Madam Speaker, unlike Antigua or 

England or most of these other economies, the people have to stay and 

challenge the governments and put on pressure to bring change. So, 

it's a do-or-die situation for a government to address the sort of figures 

we're talking about here. In another country, there'd be a riot, there'd 

be protests. But guess what? People can pick up and leave. Madam 

Speaker, we lost several thousand people in the beginning of this cri-

sis, all in a rush, simply because we did not address the urgent needs 

of the people then. And we continue to lose people constantly. 

Throughout all the years, when I was Premier, when anybody was, 

people have picked up and left. But Madam Speaker, we're facing a 

different time now. And that's why I'm speaking today. It's an urgent 

matter. Not only school children are leaving, not only people in their 

20s are leaving, but people in their 20s, 30s, 40s, in the prime of their 

lives, Madam Speaker.  Just over the past two weeks, two civil serv-

ants in reasonably good positions, and I'm sure they're working, some 

of them, for the salary or more that I mentioned, 4,000 plus. And one 

said to me, a young man said to me, intelligent young man, Mr. Ro-

meo, I'm leaving. I have a house, a mortgage that I've been paying for 

for the past few years, but I'm leaving it; what happen, happen. And 

he began to explain to me where his life would be if he spent the next 

20 years here with his family and his children. And when he explained 

it to me, I'm saying, Young people think this way? Once, Montserra-

tians would never leave a house and go, no sir. If they go, they're go-

ing to fight for it to keep it. But this person is saying, Just forget it. 

Take my losses. I have certain skills. And this person has skills. I said, 

why you don't work part-time. He said, Look, I work part-time, I have 

no time for my children and my family. I make a few extra dollars. 

But, so that's how people are thinking now.  

 

Honourable Wade frightened me yesterday.  I thought he was leaving, 

too. He frightened me.  He played a game on me. Madam Speaker, 

Madam Speaker, another individual working in a prominent position 

in government whispered to me through the car window, Don, I'm 

leaving. I'm talking about die-hard Montserratians who have wanted 

to stay and are thinking there are greener pastures. And you know, the 
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funny thing is, some even realize that there's fire outside the frying 

pan, you know, but they're prepared to jump out the frying pan and 

face whatever fire. They're tired of the frying pan. They're tired of the 

heat they're in, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, so what we need is 

urgent action, and that is why the Opposition is united in speaking to-

day and making it clear that we are in support of urgent action that 

would relieve the situation.  

 

Madam Speaker, I just want to make one more on the issue of hard-

ship. And it's hard to even receive or believe. Imagine that the OCHA, 

O-C-H-A, Office of the Coordinated Humanitarian Affairs of Mont-

serrat, of affairs, that's the UN body, UN Office of the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, called OCHA, has identified a significant pov-

erty problem in Montserrat. It says that more than 36% of the popula-

tion lives in poverty. And it’s hard to even really think that. First thing 

you go ask me what is poverty? Didn't we just hear that 40% of the 

public servants cannot afford a living wage and that some of them 

have children? And those are people earning more than a living wage, 

can't afford. So, are they living in poverty? Let's get it straight. Let's 

face the truth. Let's put the pride aside. People are struggling. What-

ever I failed to do back in 20-whatever, whatever Honourable Taylor 

failed to do, whatever Honourable Meade failed to do in his time, 

whatever anybody failed to do, people don't really care about that 

much right now. What they care about is that this Assembly of Mem-

bers find a way, as mentioned, as one Montserrat, to resolve the issues 

before us. And that is what this Resolution is about.  

 

Madam Speaker, failure to respond. And I know the British Govern-

ment has heard the appeals over the many years. While many people 

are dissing whatever's said, they've been listening. They know that 

failure to address the urgent basic needs of the vulnerable, working 

poor, pensioners, and the public and private sector could be consid-

ered a breach of the acknowledged internationally binding legal obli-

gation to ensure to the best of their ability. So, whether we are a 

Crown dependency or whether we are a British Overseas Territory 

makes no difference. In fact, their responsibilities to us are of a greater 

order than we ourselves claim. And that is words coming from them 

themselves. I can quote them to you. I've said it. They have said that 

to us. Their responsibility is of a greater order than what is being sug-

gested in the White Paper or by the British Government Ministers. So, 
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I'm not saying, and as many people say, we must go hand and be... I'm 

not into any begging, Madam Speaker. But let's face the truth. 60% of 

our salaries in here comes from the British Government. Whatever 

you work, 60% of the cost of our recurrent budget, of hospital opera-

tions, of police operations, road maintenance, 60% comes from Brit-

ain. So, what we're talking about is either we're going to find the sup-

port elsewhere, or we find as much support as we can get from where 

we're already getting support, especially survival. And survival is at 

stake when it comes to Montserrat and growing the economy is the 

greatest challenge. So, if a little more help would mean that you're 

empowered to survive, to get out of dependency, then let's be clear. I 

know that the Honourable Premier is going to have to make a case to 

the UK Government for assistance. And what I want to assure him is 

that the Opposition will be in full support, and that is what this Reso-

lution is about today. That all of us unite in sending a message that 

there needs to be an urgent action in addressing inflation. I was look-

ing at the news the other day in the US, and they're rating Trump be-

cause he boasted that he's going to handle inflation, right? And I think 

it's a 30-something percent approval against a 60-something percent 

disapproval of his handling. They are monitored. And like I said, I'm 

not blaming this government. You've just been in for a few months. 

But if we continue on the course we're going, and do not act urgently. 

Listen, what I'm talking about here needed to have been done before 

COVID, especially since COVID. The Ukraine war came and made it 

worse. And I appreciate the fact that there's some things going to be 

done about duty and all of that. But listen, let us not fool ourselves. 

The people of Montserrat want to work. 

 

That's why many of us are here. We would have gone. There are plac-

es to go to sit down. People want to work, and they want to be able to 

support themselves and their family properly. Millions of dollars' 

worth of projects have been sitting down just for maintaining build-

ings for years. That would have made a huge difference for people. 

Maintenance of government buildings. Yes. So, these are the things. 

I'm not just asking for an increase in monies or income, but there has 

to be some increase, and as I said, I'm pretty sure that there's going to 

be some hard work in this direction, Madam Speaker. So, I'm going to 

allow others to speak. I believe I've been very clear, and I look for-

ward to hearing the comments of others. Thank you. 
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Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honorable Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Paul Lewis said: 

Madam Speaker, esteemed colleagues, I rise today to speak in strong 

support of the resolution calling for the case to be made with Cabinet 

approval for an increase in support to the incomes of salaries of our 

most vulnerable citizens, the working poor, our pensioners, public 

servants, and others in both the public and private sector who are 

struggling silently every day. In addition to the Resolution as present-

ed by the Honorable Romeo, I acknowledge two supporting docu-

ments. One, situational analysis of social welfare in Montserrat. Two, 

Government of Montserrat salary review. Madam Speaker, let us look 

at some facts. Despite being members of CARICOM and OECS, we 

do not benefit from most of the international grants that they benefit 

from. And that's facts, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, we are not 

allowed or given the authority or the leverage to borrow to address 

some of these issues. And there are even restrictions on who can in-

vest in Montserrat, especially based on some of their nationalities and 

alignment internationally. Madam Speaker, over the past eight years, 

public servants have received three, as in one, two, three, three per-

cent salary increases. That's barely one percent every year during the 

same period. Both public servants and private sector workers have 

been hit with increase in social security contributions, plus high infla-

tion, effectively reducing their take-home pay rather than increasing 

it.  

 

This is not just an economic oversight, Madam Speaker. It's a social 

injustice, and I'm sure you would agree. In the private sector, the only 

movement for workers in the private sector has been a small, tiny 

bump in the tax-free income threshold from 15,000 to 18,000, a mere 

3,000 difference. Madam Speaker, this is a mere 250 a year in extra 

disposable income in all private sector workers receive. That's all they 

received. Nowhere near enough to shield workers from the relentless 

increase in cost of living. What is that cost, may I ask, Madam Speak-

er? According to government compensation report, the cost of living 

in Montserrat as of 2021 is $2,485 per month, and as I stated in 2021. 

Yet the proposed maximum minimum wage, which by the way I un-

derstand and remember and heard the Honourable Deputy Premier 
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stating that they will bring to the House shortly, is just $12.5 per hour, 

which translates to about $2,000 per month, still below the threshold 

needed to live with dignity, and I stress dignity. Madam Speaker, 

meanwhile, some of our pensioners who would have toiled to build 

the foundations of this beautiful island receive less than this mini-

mum, and government assistance, Madam Speaker, is capped at just 

$900 per month, a staggering 64% below what it costs to survive in 

this country. 

 

Madam Speaker, these are not my figures. These are facts. We must 

ask ourselves, what kind of society do we want to be? One where the 

people who build this country, who serve this country, and who still 

strive every day to contribute, are forced to live below the poverty 

line? Our economic environment is shrinking, Madam Speaker. May I 

remind us all, jobs are scarce. Madam Speaker, I don't need to remind 

you that even though they are big projects, many of the workers are 

being imported, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, not for a perma-

nent population, but for a short time, then they go, they leave. The 

population is declining, Madam Speaker, and opportunities for a sec-

ond income are virtually non-existent for most people. Madam Speak-

er, we promised economic stimulation through major capital projects, 

yet the results are bitterly disappointing. In the case of the port pro-

ject, more than 60 million has already been spent, Madam Speaker, 

which represents more than half the budgeted funds. Yet construction 

has ground to a halt, plagued by financial and technical setbacks. And 

to make matters worse, an additional $30 million, Madam Speaker, 

was gifted to this same company, despite missing deadlines and little 

value for money to show. What message does this send to our people, 

to our taxpayers, to our youth?  

 

Madam Speaker, an extra $13 million relief fund was negotiated for 

an overseas company, or overseas-based company, that is not meeting 

deadlines. Why not then also negotiate funds, Madam Speaker, to 

provide relief for our own local businesses, our workers, our pension-

ers, and our vulnerable people? Is it that we only give gifts, Madam 

Speaker, and large gifts to overseas-based companies that are not per-

forming? Are we rewarding incompetence, Madam Speaker? Madam 

Speaker, the hospital construction is now on its way. And we are 

thankful, Madam Speaker, but then again, we have imported labour, 

imported equipment, imported heavy equipment, imported plant. 
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Madam Speaker, this can also result in a minimal local economic ben-

efit, similar to the minimal effects the port project is having on our lo-

cal economy. Madam Speaker, it is a situation that we all regret, but 

it's the reality, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I truly believe gov-

ernments should negotiate additional funding for projects with partial 

funding, instead of diverting funds already secured to be used on a 

given project elsewhere. For example, Madam Speaker, two million 

pounds, Madam Speaker, equivalent of EC $7 million, secured under 

the previous government, mark you, government is continuous, to 

build the Parliament building would have been a great stimulus to the 

economy had the additional funds to construct the building been nego-

tiated. In terms of the retrofitting of this cultural centre, in which I 

stand and speak today, Madam Speaker, I must ask, what is the scope 

of works to be done on the cultural centre that will cost $7 million? 

An important question. What is the range of work that will be done 

that will total $7 million, Madam Speaker? And by that, I must ask, 

Madam Speaker, what else will be done with that total, Madam 

Speaker, seeing that we will not have works, scope of works, that will 

total to 7 million, two million pounds, do the calculation, Madam 

Speaker. 

 

Madam Speaker, negotiating additional funds for both the Parliament 

building and the retrofitting of the cultural centre, at this time, would 

have a greater effect on economic impact, because you would have 

two running projects, Madam Speaker, possibly several contractors 

and several workers working, Madam Speaker. And Madam Speaker, 

as you note, I'm not just asking for the increase, Madam Speaker, I'm 

suggesting approaches in which we would have been able to stimulate 

the economy in terms of more construction, more projects, and more 

jobs. Meanwhile, local businesses are gasping for breath. They are 

experiencing declining sales, facing high freight costs, punishing, 

Madam Speaker, punishing customs duties, and are burdened by an 

outdated, unfriendly Companies Act, for which many are advocating 

the amendment of this Act, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, some 

are reducing hours and contemplating even closing their doors com-

pletely. It's a sad state of affairs, Madam Speaker, but it is our reality. 

And yet, governments have not acted with the urgency this crisis de-

mands. Many businesses are not in a position to service loans at this 

time. If you don't believe me, do your own research. And would be 
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better served by grants, of course, you can set the conditions of the 

grant to ensure that it's effective and meaningful, and that it will result 

in the businesses surviving. Madam Speaker, I may ask at this point, 

why did the administration switch from the promises of grants and 

now switch to loans, Madam Speaker? Madam Speaker, as I said be-

fore, loans, many businesses cannot service at this time.  

 

Madam Speaker, the social and economic risk of inaction. If there is 

no action, Madam Speaker, and action immediately, we will see in-

creased poverty, social instability, and immigration of skilled workers, 

which could further erode Montserrat's fragile economic base. One 

Minister in this sitting earlier alluded to the population growth of 

Montserrat being minus 32. Madam Speaker, while I am not sure if 

that is correct, if that is so, Madam Speaker, is this a result of the eco-

nomic hardship being faced by people in Montserrat? That's an im-

portant question, Madam Speaker. 

 

Madam Speaker, without immediate action, the island risks a worsen-

ing spiral of low demand, failing businesses. The viability of busi-

nesses, Madam Speaker, will go out through the door, Madam Speak-

er, and it will result in reduced government revenue, revenue that we 

so need. Madam Speaker, colleagues, this is a defining moment. You 

must choose whether you continue to ignore the silent suffering of our 

people or act boldly to correct this course. I call on government, with 

the support of Parliament and the Opposition, of course, to make the 

case that allow it to, one, commit to a meaningful and immediate in-

crease in public sector salaries and pensions, two, adjust the minimum 

wage to meet or exceed the real cost of living, expand social assis-

tance for those below the poverty line, provide targeted relief and re-

form for private businesses and private sector workers, to preserve 

jobs and economic activity, and demand transparency and accounta-

bility in capital projects pending, ensuring these investments benefit 

the people of Montserrat, not just overseas-based contractors.  

 

Madam Speaker, furthermore, in light of the failure to deliver our port 

as scheduled, inadequate oversight, monitoring, and report mecha-

nisms, will the Honourable Ministers responsible for the port and hos-

pital projects commit to quarterly public progress reports to this Par-

liament detailing milestones, achievements, spending to date, and de-

lays encountered? We cannot build a resilient Montserrat on the backs 
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of underpaid workers, overburdened pensioners, and poor implemen-

tation of projects and project overruns. Madam Speaker, let us take 

this step, not just as policymakers, but as stewards of the people's 

trust. Madam Speaker, I urge every member of this House to support 

this very important and critical resolution for fairness, for dignity, and 

for the future of our beloved island. I thank you. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

I recognise the Honourable Mulcare.  

 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise in support of the 

principle that no government should ignore the needs of its vulnerable 

citizens. I also rise in firm defence of a fundamental principle that a 

fair day's work should afford a decent standard of living. That princi-

ple is under threat, and we, as a House, must respond with action, not 

delay. I commend my colleague, Honourable Donaldson-Romeo, for 

bringing this matter to the fore. And I must say the time is now. This 

Resolution speaks directly to the truth we can no longer avoid: that 

many of our people are being left behind. The elderly and the disabled 

who have insufficient income, living on less than half the cost of basic 

nutrition, and are left to depend on their children or families, who 

cannot assist them as they are already stretched with their own mort-

gages or loans, children to send to school, among other responsibili-

ties. So, our elderly are left to suffer. 

 

Also, the low-income worker who cannot even command a mortgage, 

as their salaries are too low to allow them, as they say, to own a piece 

of Montserrat. The single mother juggling jobs but still not able to ful-

ly support her children to ensure that they get nutritious meals, a good 

education or a proper roof over their heads. Public servants who keep 

the engine of government running, earning below what is needed to 

survive. You heard me earlier trying to hint to the Honourable                

Minister of Health to use her medical profession to support the hospi-

tal drivers and the teachers who are receiving $50 for travel allow-

ance. But she missed the point, didn't realize that I had to spell it out. 

She was more concerned about looking at it as an insult and giving 

false information that I'm the head of service, and I allow them to still 
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receive this $50 instead of giving support and joining the fight to have 

this changed. Drivers, nurses, radiologists, other health workers, 

teachers, and other education officials take note. I am not a medical 

doctor, but I am a trade unionist at heart, now in active politics, who is 

committed and will fight and advocate for better conditions for work-

ers. We also have private sector workers, especially women and 

youth, unable to make ends meet. The retired civil servants whose 

pension cannot cover groceries, their medical bills, or house insur-

ance. The business owners who are struggling to survive but are una-

ble to do so because their overhead costs, such as rent, supplies, 

maintenance, and salaries, far outweigh their income or profits. And a 

rising cost of living that is not matched by a rise in support. 

 

These are not just statistics, Madam Speaker. These are our neigh-

bours, our family members, our constituents, our employers, because 

they voted for us to make their lives better.  

 

This is not a new crisis, Madam Speaker. It is a long-brewing injus-

tice, but it is a crisis that has now reached breaking point. And the 

Resolution rightly calls on government and our partners to act with 

urgency and compassion. We desperately need a housing project or 

other construction projects that will stimulate the economy to benefit 

our citizens. Madam Speaker, it is in this context that I especially wish 

to underscore the need for a cost-of-living allowance to be introduced 

as part of any immediate and medium-term solution. Let's face the 

facts. The cost of living in Montserrat is no longer creeping; it is gal-

loping. The cost of living is outpacing salaries and welfare; therefore, 

a cost-of-living allowance is urgently needed. The 2021 Office of the 

Deputy Governor Compensation Report confirms that a single person 

now needs $2,485 per month just to cover basic costs. Meanwhile, we 

have workers, public and private, and pensioners earning under 

$2,000 per month and welfare recipients living on $900 per month. Is 

this just? Is this sustainable? Is this who we want to be? We cannot 

pretend that 3% every few years is keeping pace with rising food pric-

es, rent, electricity, fuel, childcare, and medicine. It is not, Madam 

Speaker. 

 

Yet coupled with the fact that cooking gas is still $225 for a 100lb cyl-

inder, $45.10 for 20lb, and $49.60 for a 22lb, prices which govern-

ment has promised to fix but still has not addressed, up to this day. 
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That is why a cost-of-living allowance tied to actual inflation and re-

viewed annually is essential. This measure is not new. It is practiced 

widely in the region and in the UK, where many of our citizens have 

fled in search of relief. Why should we wait for Montserratians and 

citizens to migrate to enjoy a decent quality of life when we can and 

must implement the same mechanisms here? The Opposition conducts 

a moving clinic on a Friday, visiting constituents and businesses. 

Many of them are considering migration. Some have already decided 

to leave. Businesses are on the brink of closing. Many haven't had a 

single sale for months. Rents are outstanding and lots of suffering is 

visible within the community. Yet we constantly hear government 

speak of loans instead of grants to help the people of Montserrat.  

Madam Speaker, a COLA is not a gift. It's an equalizer. It ensures that 

wages and support mechanisms keep pace with the real cost of living. 

It protects not just purchasing power but dignity. Let us be clear. Fail-

ing to act on this Resolution or failing to introduce a COLA has con-

sequences. It will push more people into poverty. It will worsen non-

communicable diseases due to poor nutrition. It will further erode 

trust in government. And it will drive continued migration of our 

youth, private sector workers, nurses, teachers, police officers, fire of-

ficers, security officers, other public servants, caregivers, and skilled 

workers. Face it. Our best and brightest are leaving. Not because they 

want to, but because Montserrat has stopped offering them a viable 

path to sustainability. It will continue to drain our Montserrat.  

 

Madam Speaker, this is not just a social crisis. It is an economic and 

demographic crisis. If we lose our workforce, our youth, what kind of 

development are we planning for? We are at risk of becoming a place 

where only the very rich or the very vulnerable remain. That is not the 

vision of a sustainable Montserrat. And that is the pathway to com-

plete decline. We cannot build a resilient Montserrat if our foundation, 

which is our people, is crumbling beneath the weight of unmet needs. 

Madam Speaker, we must honour our obligation, both legal and mor-

al. Under the UN Charter, Chapter 11, Articles 73 and 74, Montserrat 

is classified as a non-self-governing territory. Under the UN Nation 

System, under Chapter 11 of the UN Charter, the UK, as the adminis-

tering power, has explicit responsibilities. Article 73 of the UN Char-

ter states, Members of the United Nations which have or assume re-

sponsibilities for the administration of territories whose peoples have 

not yet attained a full measure of self-government, recognise the prin-
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ciple that the interests of the inhabitants of these territories are para-

mount. They have accepted as a sacred trust the obligation to ensure 

political, economic, social, and educational advancement of the inhab-

itants, promote constructive measures of development, and ensure just 

treatment and protection of the inhabitants. 

 

The UK Government's own commitments and obligations have been 

reaffirmed also in the UK-wide papers on Overseas Territories, espe-

cially the 2012 Paper. The Overseas Territories, Security, Success, 

and Sustainability states, we have a broad responsibility to ensure the 

security and good governance of the territories and to ensure that they 

meet the obligations under international law. The UK Government, 

through its FCDO, Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, 

routinely confirms that it is ultimately responsible for the economic 

and social development of the Overseas Territories where self-

governance is not absolute. The UN Decolonization Resolutions, such 

as General Assembly Resolution 1514-15, Declaration on the Grant-

ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and subse-

quent resolutions urging the administrating powers, like the UK, to 

improve living conditions and promote development. 

 

Under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, the UK has obligations under these treaties and is expected to 

act consistently with their principles in its territories. Therefore, Mad-

am Speaker, the United Kingdom, as the administering power under 

Chapter 11 of the United Nations Charter, has accepted as a sacred 

trust the obligation to ensure to the utmost our political, economic, 

and social advancement. These obligations have been echoed in mul-

tiple UN resolutions, international human rights frameworks, and the 

UK's own White Papers. The duty to promote constructive develop-

ment measures in Montserrat is not just moral, it is international and 

constitutional. It is therefore our duty as Montserratian legislators not 

to wait to be told what is owed to our people, but to demand what is 

just, debate what is fair, and deliver what is needed. This resolution 

calls for consensus and sends a clear signal that we can no longer treat 

poverty as a side issue; it must become a central issue. 

 

Madam Speaker, today this Honourable House is presented with a rare 

opportunity, a Resolution grounded in evidence, guided by compas-

sion, and framed by the Constitution. I stand in solidarity with Hon-
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ourable Romeo, not only because of the proposal he has tabled, but 

because I, too, have walked among our people and seen the quiet des-

peration that fills too many lives and homes. To the government side, 

I say, support this Resolution, not because it is politically convenient, 

but because it is morally necessary. Use it as a mandate to revisit 

budget priorities, consult with our UK partners, and to plan for a just 

and inclusive future for our Montserrat. Madam Speaker, the question 

before us is not whether we can do more, but whether we will. We 

must ask ourselves, what kind of Montserrat do we want to build? Is it 

one where our elderly feel abandoned? Where our workers live in si-

lent stress? Where poverty is tolerated as normal? Or one where every 

citizen, and I say again, every citizen, regardless of age, status, or in-

come, is afforded the basic security to live with dignity? That is the 

Montserrat I believe in. That is the Montserrat this Resolution calls us 

to shape. I commend the Resolution to this Honourable House and 

urge that it falls on unanimous support. Let us not merely speak for 

the vulnerable; let us act for them. Let us make this a one-Montserrat 

unanimous vote and show the people of Montserrat that we really 

care, that the government hears them, sees them, and will not leave 

them behind. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Education and Health. 

 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Although I firmly stand on this side with 

my government, I would like to applaud the efforts of Honourable 

Romeo, who continues his attempts to represent the poor and the un-

derprivileged in his work in Parliament. And I applaud him for ad-

dressing the obvious issue of depopulation. I feel for him in this move 

as I too once sat in Opposition begging for the rights and well-being 

of people on this island, in particular those who were downpressed or 

were vulnerable. For me personally, the Montserrat situation is as 

such that there is obviously limited money, and as I'm sure you've 

seen over the last several months, we on this side have been arguing 

for many quite expensive projects that are putting pressures on the 

government's purse. It is obviously an issue that we support, and we 

hope that the Human Resources Department, when they have finished 
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their work with, when the government has finished its work with get-

ting accurate figures about how people are really surviving on this is-

land, that we can increase salaries and we can increase pensions. 

These are obviously things close to the heart of this government.  

 

I believe a parallel approach would be the obvious, to ensure that 

we're doing all that we can to promote a good economy on this island, 

a viable economy on this island, where people can thrive. The same 

UK that we are begging, has people sleeping on the streets. Get off at 

a London train station and you will see them. You will walk past them 

and walk over them. Funnily enough, in my trip to Guernsey last 

week, a country that is financially secure due to its progress in the fi-

nancial services sector, a country that is self-sufficient, there is no-

body sleeping on the streets. Yes, they have housing issues. There are 

issues. But the extremes of poverty were not seen. So, my approach 

would be, while waiting on government to address the issues of rais-

ing salaries on Montserrat, that we do all that we can as a government 

to promote foreign direct investment. And that we do the obvious, like 

supporting festivals, which will bring people into Montserrat, who 

will bring with them their money, so the average man in his second 

job and the average woman in her second job can earn this extra in-

come to contribute to the household.  

 

Having said all of that, I defer my decision and my approach to this in 

full to the government, which I am a part of, and to our Honourable 

Premier, whom we have the utmost respect for. To my dear cousin in 

Opposition, Madam Speaker, the sourness and the bitterness that I 

have seen today, I suggest she get some help with dealing with it. And 

I would like to ask her Leader in Opposition to support her in her fu-

ture attempts at being part of this one-Montserrat project. Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Honourable, let's stick to the topic.  

 

The Minister for Education, Health and Social Services said: 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I think I addressed the topic. 
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Madam Speaker said: 

 

I recognise the Honorable Minister of Agriculture.  

 

The Minister for Agriculture, Land, and the Environment said: 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I have listened to the 

Opposition Members today, and this is just my very humble submis-

sion, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I just so happen to have read 

the situational analysis of social welfare in Montserrat, that documen-

tation. And Madam Speaker, there are certain recommendations in 

that document. One of those recommendations is actually a stepped 

approach to getting social welfare payments up to 80% of the cost of 

the healthy food basket. Madam Speaker, this is a phased approach to 

the increase of social welfare payments and should have actually been 

implemented starting in 2014, up to 2016. Madam Speaker, that doc-

ument also states that around that same time period, it was recom-

mended that EC 300,000 be provided in grants to NGOs to deliver 

community-based services to the population to improve its social wel-

fare program. Madam Speaker, this just so happens to be the same 

years the Honorable Gentleman moving the motion was Premier.  

 

Madam Speaker, we like to say that government is continuous, so I 

must at this point say that if this change was initiated back then, then 

the increase being suggested here today would not be as substantial 

and would be easier for us as a new government to implement, con-

sidering the financial constraints. Madam Speaker, I'm going to stay 

away from laying any further blame specifically on that matter. But 

what I was really hoping that the Honorable Gentleman would have 

done today was present the roadblocks that he would have faced to-

wards implementing this change. Madam Speaker, I see myself as the 

most junior member, not just of age, but the most junior member of 

this Assembly, as this is my first elected term. And what I would like 

to see is that as many of us support the advancement of Montserrat by 

also taking ownership of decisions which we have made or have not 

made and being open and honest with this Assembly about the diffi-

culties that we have faced so that we all may learn and not repeat the 

mistakes of the past, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, for me, this 

honest dialogue will provide additional stepping stones so we don't 

always start from the starting block, and it would streamline the pro-
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cess for us to achieve national outcomes, which I think we all seek to 

achieve for the betterment of our people. 

 

Madam Speaker, in ending, we would have noted that the Honorable 

Lewis mentioned minimum wage as part of the solution. But Madam 

Speaker, for me, solutions don't just lie in minimum wages. I think the 

real question that we should ask ourselves here today is, why does 

such a large percentage of our population have to live or operate at 

any minimum wage? Madam Speaker, when we ask ourselves the 

question of what kind of Montserrat we want to build, then the Oppo-

sition should understand why this government is also looking at bring-

ing value to our people through skills, education, and creating an in-

vestment culture so that many of our citizens will work and operate at 

a higher value, creating more sustainable sources of income, Madam 

Speaker. And I thank you, Madam Speaker.  

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Anyone else? I recognise the Honourable Parliamentary Representa-

tive Buffonge.  

 

Mr. Crenston Buffonge said: 

 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise in full support of 

the motion or the spirit of the motion as intended by the Honourable 

Member of the Opposition, Donaldson Romeo, in seeking, as he 

states, and I want to be specific, consideration of an increase in sup-

port to the income and salaries of the vulnerable, the working poor, 

pensioners, public servants, and other affected persons in the public 

and private sector. Madam Speaker, in my interpretation, this pretty 

much covers the entire country. Madam Speaker, this motion seeks to 

touch the struggle that so many people in Montserrat face on a daily 

basis. There's no hiding that fact; it is the fact. And not just Montser-

rat, but across the region, across the world, this is the nature of life as 

it stands. Madam Speaker, a struggle to meet the rising costs of living 

in a small, very isolated community that is heavily burdened by infla-

tion and global instability. This is the reality of what we face. Madam 

Speaker, if you were to look at inflation over the last decade, most 

salaries and allowances, public and private, would need to be at least 
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doubled just for people to keep pace and maintain a basic standard of 

living. This, again, is the raw truth; there's no denying it. 

 

But I want to be equally honest, Madam Speaker. While I fully sup-

port the spirit or the intention of this motion, I cannot be naive. It's 

been stated several times before that government does not have a 

magic wand, not this government, not the previous government, or 

even the last administration, Madam Speaker. We cannot simply snap 

our fingers; we cannot simply request out of thin air the support that 

we need, especially in a fragile economy that is still dependent on aid 

to meet our basic needs. That, Madam Speaker, is fact. Madam 

Speaker, the previous administration would have done some work in 

terms of addressing the needs of persons from salaries, from changing 

tax bands, from paying like. There has been a lot of work that has 

been done in the past by several administrations to try to cushion the 

impact of the cost of living. While it might not be enough, the contin-

uation of government will see that something else is done.  

 

Madam Speaker, I am still looking for the 1%, we promised seven, 

and we gave six. But not only a matter of good governments and face, 

every job counts, and people are still looking for it. But Madam 

Speaker, beyond that 1%, I want to speak to a deeper truth. We have 

relied on aid for far too long in this country. Every budget, we speak 

at every sitting of parliament about our aid partners, about their re-

sponsibility to Montserrat, what they should do, and what they must 

fund. And now, after my six years of being in this Honourable House, 

year after year, the same narrative paints us as being very passive, 

very recipient people waiting. Madam Speaker, whether we call it first 

call, whether we call it preventing collapse, whether we call it reason-

able needs, and let's face it, reasonable is very subjective. In places 

like Ukraine and Israel, reasonable might mean peace. Madam Speak-

er, in other countries of the Caribbean and other places, reasonable 

might mean clean, safe drinking water. Madam Speaker, we might 

continue to say that Britain has their obligations to us, has that respon-

sibility. And I want to note that I heard Honourable Mulcare in refer-

ence to UN and that she did say urge, not force. Madam Speaker, we 

can demand it, we can argue for it, and we will and continue to make 

the case after case, but in the end, we cannot take it. We cannot go 

down to, I think, number 10 down the street, or wherever that is, and 
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take it from the UK's Treasury. Madam Speaker, in the end, they must 

agree. 

 

Sometimes before, we would have done some things and they came 

back and took it back from us because we did not have their permis-

sion. Honourable Romeo understand what that means. Let us not pre-

tend that this is new. It has been for decades, Madam Speaker. Gov-

ernment after government after government have made the case, put 

forward the evidence, and appeal for what our people need, over and 

over again. And I remember at one budget, I think the FS might agree, 

that our new spend request, in other words, what we're asking for on 

top of what we normally get, was in excess of $23 million. Reasona-

ble needs as far as the government and the country would have agreed 

to at that time, $23 million. And still, we must wait as that final deci-

sion does not rest with the Government of Montserrat. Madam Speak-

er, this is the dilemma we face when we're in aid dependency, or 

granting aid as it's called. 

 

Madam Speaker, I want to deposit here today that what Montserrat re-

ally needs, and what we must work to, is to build an economy that 

generates our own revenue. Until we get to that point where we can 

provide our own safety nets, provide the ability, or the environment 

that uplifts our people, that and only then would be when we can truly 

take care of our, as they are called, I really hate these phrases, work-

ing poors, and pensioners, and our civil servants, every man, or wom-

an, or child for that matter, under the struggling weight of this rising 

cost of living and with limited opportunity. Madam Speaker, this is 

the kind of future I would love to see for this country. This is the kind 

of future I would love to see for every resident, I don't care where 

they're from. Once you reside here, this is the kind of future we want 

to build for our children and their children. I think we need to also 

agree in this House, this Honourable House, that our intention is to get 

us out of grant-in-aid. Our ultimate goal, as far as I'm concerned, is to 

get us to a point where we don't need to ask for permission to do some 

simple things, like looking after our vulnerable. We cannot continue, 

year after year, shaping our national budget around what somebody 

else might do. Making our case to technicians, and then they go away, 

and then they have to lobby their own Ministers to help us. Madam 

Speaker, quite frankly, and if anybody could tell me otherwise, I 

would agree. Which country has aid made that country rich? Anyone, 
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any one of you. Which country has been able to be made rich after be-

ing in aid? What it does is create dependency. What it does is create a 

nation with limited sovereignty, for want of a better word. So, if we're 

really serious, as I know the Honourable Member is, if we're really se-

rious about doing better for our pensioners, about doing better for our 

civil servants, our working poor, as they call them, we must move be-

yond motions and continue to do the work that is necessary. Access-

ing the true cost of running our country. What does this improved or 

extra allowance mean for budgetary aid? What does it mean for our 

revenue?  

 

Madam Speaker, how much money will it actually take to adequately 

pay salaries, adequately compensate our pensioners, and still support 

our health, our education, maintain infrastructure, Honourable Mem-

ber of BUILT, she understands, and still protect our most vulnerable, 

which is the obligation of government. Contribute to our private sec-

tor and allowing them to live and hire people, which is the obligation 

of government, Madam Speaker. And mind you, and I must add and 

must deposit and must say, without increasing the taxes on our people. 

It's one thing to say yes, do more, and we want to do more, all of us, 

Honorable Buffonge and Osborne, wants to do more. Each admin-

istration in the past have tried their best with the limited funds. But 

how do you do that, Madam Speaker, without increasing the already 

burdened person that we're referring to in our private sector, in our 

civil service?  

 

Madam Speaker, I come from an era of the last administration so I 

know for a fact that a lot has been done to cushion, and I've said that 

before. No need to go down that road from tax brackets and getting rid 

of lower salary scales, food vouchers, and paying electricity bills. 

Government after government have tried to cushion these impacts, 

some of which are not sustainable. When we're talking about salaries, 

this will be recurrent, not a one-off grant to pay utility bill. So how do 

you maintain that over and over and over for years to come, Madam 

Speaker? Madam Speaker, I know for a fact that this government is 

working on some solutions, including the amount of freight that is ap-

plied to duty, as was stated before in one of the answers that were giv-

en. Madam Speaker, I know for a fact that we're looking to reduce 

building materials. These are ways in which government is trying. 

And out of, I don't know if I should say it here, Premier and I would 
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have had a discussion briefly, but out of my last COTED meeting, 

widening the basket of goods that we consider essential and making a 

case for the CET across CARICOM to be dropped, to encourage or to 

allow persons to be able to buy more for less. Madam Speaker, these 

are all things that have been done and will be done to increase, oh, 

sorry, to ease the pressure on the persons.  

 

Madam Speaker, also, we cannot be naive. We have to be paying at-

tention to what's happening in the world regarding war and the impli-

cations that will come as a result of the cost of living changes that will 

come as a result of these crises. It's not getting any easier. More and 

more persons are finding it very hard and difficult to meet their basic 

needs. The truth is, if we are honest, Madam Speaker, this would re-

quire a radical shift in how we think and how we operate and move 

away from simply being a consuming people towards producing. It 

means cleaning out some of the planting boxes that I've given to you 

some years ago and start planting something in your backyard. It 

means being proactive as a people. It means pushing ourselves, push-

ing government to be innovative, to be productive. And bold. Bold as 

the people of Burkina Faso and Ibrahim Chowdhury. With relations, 

maybe we should leave that for now. Madam Speaker, our education 

system, Honourable Doc, you have your work cut out for you. 

 

Madam Speaker, we have to continue to train our children to become 

more than just workers. Going through the system to get your degrees 

and then to become a worker. We have to train them to be entrepre-

neurs, producers, thinkers. And as a result, they will become better 

leaders when our time has passed. If we keep teaching them to wait, 

what are we doing for the generation that will wait? This cannot con-

tinue. Madam Speaker, so yes, I support the motion. I support the in-

tention of the motion. I support the people of Montserrat and any-

where that we could ease their suffering, Madam Speaker, I will sup-

port. But I also bring a challenge to this House. Let us stop relying on 

first call Honourable Romeo. Let us stop relying on foreign aid as the 

salvation to our people. Yes, the UK must play their part. I know it 

was a famous Premier that once said, and I'm paraphrasing here, if 

they don't give me what I need, I will seek to get it elsewhere.  

 

Madam Speaker, in closing, let us begin to craft a new vision for the 

people of Montserrat. One that's rooted in economic resilience. One 
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that's rooted in innovation, in dignity for our people. Because if we're 

serious about salary increases and other benefits and support, not just 

this year, because it's one thing to find the money because we have 

some extra at the port, but for years to come, then we must be serious 

about building the kind of Montserrat where we decide for ourselves 

how we live as a people. Madam Speaker, I thank you for the oppor-

tunity and I rest.  

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Any other presentations? Okay, if not, we will have to ask… I recog-

nise the Honorable Deputy Premier. 

 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

 

Thank you. Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I want to, like Dr. Buf-

fonge, Honourable Dr. Buffonge, applaud Honourable Romeo for the 

years that he has spent advocating for the vulnerable and the poor or 

the less fortunate in this, our land of Montserrat. Madam Speaker, I 

have heard all the presentations made here today. And like my Hon-

ourable Colleagues in Parliament, these scenarios are not foreign to 

me. They're not new to me. I have seen many of these very scenarios 

growing up as a little girl, as a young woman. And today, in this, my 

land, I have seen the struggle and the pain of men unable to take care 

of their families. I have seen the struggle and the pain of single wom-

en trying to live a moral life, yet forced to adopt practices which un-

doubtedly burden their consciences. I have seen the struggle of our 

workers in the public service and in the private sector struggling be-

fore the end of the week or month end. Scenarios, Madam Speaker, 

contrary to our vision of a healthy, wholesome, and prosperous Mont-

serrat. People are struggling. 

 

Our pensioners who have contributed to building this nation are strug-

gling on their small pensions. Madam Speaker, experience has taught 

me that often a Minister or Parliamentary Secretary may wish to ad-

vance a law, a policy, a program, but is unable to do so because he or 

she does not have the support of other Ministers or Cabinet or the 

Minister of Finance, especially. But Madam Speaker, I believe today 

that I stand with a leader who has promised and who has demonstrated 

that he will do along with the others of us and the Madam Speaker of 
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the Members of Parliament to improve the lives and condition of our 

people. Today, I can advance what experience has shown that when 

persons come over to government, aspersions are cast on the other 

side. But today, I will not berate nor accuse or throw disparaging re-

marks or missiles at any of our Honourable Members to do what we 

are asked to do today. Experience has taught me that we all have the 

good of the people at heart and today for me and tomorrow for you. 

Rather, I welcome the support of the Honourable Members to improve 

the lives of our vulnerable, our poor, our less fortunate by increasing 

monthly allowances paid to them, pensions, salary increases, you 

name it. If I had it today as Minister Crenston would normally say we 

would have done it. I also believe that where there are two adults liv-

ing in a home that each individual should be given their own financial 

assistance because when one gets the full and the other allotted the 

half or the family, financial abuse can occur, the needs are different 

and the sense of dignity and independence is on the mind.  

 

We cannot ignore the high cost of living. An experience has taught me 

as much as the rain falls on the just and the unjust and the sun shines 

on the just and the unjust, we are all affected differently. The high 

cost of living affects all, some more than others. Madam Speaker, 

Honourable Mulcare has said it's the moral thing to do and so I will 

take the moral approach today because the Bible teaches us that any-

one who gives to the poor the less fortunate that God owes them guar-

anteed blessings. It further teaches us not only from an individual per-

spective but from a government that if we see others in need and do 

nothing we would have failed whether it's the sick, clothing or provid-

ing for the poor. And I've already said before in this very House that 

Madam Theresa, Mother Theresa, said a society is judged by how 

they treat the less fortunate. Madam Speaker, those of us who stand or 

sit in this House today are not deliberately withholding anything from 

our people. Those of us who have sat with our UK representatives 

have argued, have advanced the need to assist our people, and the evi-

dence and the experience have also taught me that the Honourable 

Premier and Minister of Finance was the leader who increased the liv-

ing allowance for the vulnerable, and I think that would have been in 

2011, 14? Honourable Romeo says 2014. Alright, whichever the 

month, the year, and so Madam Speaker, today I am also fully aware 

and we have agreed that we are going to undertake an enhanced pov-

erty assessment of the entire country, Madam Speaker.  



Page 119 of 142 

 

 

We would have heard some figures from the years and those are not to 

be dismissed because it truly shows us how our salaries, pensions 

have been eroded and so as I continue with my colleagues at this 

Honourable House, Madam Speaker, we will advance and we will 

support the need to address the situations which plague our country at 

this time. I also want us to be mindful of the geopolitical situation, the 

wars, and how these may affect our people. And so, Madam Speaker, 

when I entered this Honourable House under a United Alliance Gov-

ernment, I am not going to go through all we have outlined in our 

manifesto. We are fully aware that things do not happen overnight but 

there are a number, Madam Speaker, of programs that we have out-

lined for both short-term and long-term to advance our people. And 

we have advanced to the people of Montserrat that we would be a car-

ing government restoring vision and competence and trustworthiness 

to our people.  

 

I still believe in this manifesto and the commitment we made to the 

people of Montserrat. I stand in support of the Premier and Leader of 

Finance because he has shown himself and his actions as Minister of 

Finance previously and even now. We have already seen twin otter 

service between St. Marten and Montserrat. That is laying the founda-

tion, Madam Speaker, for increased tourism to bring money into this 

country and to provide jobs. We have already seen the test flights to 

offer more access to our country. We have already seen, Madam 

Speaker, the work of Honorable Buffonge and her team in advancing 

medical care for our people. And I know together we will continue to 

work to alleviate the situations that confront our people who are in 

need of help. Madam Speaker, we are already embarking, and I know 

it will be asked and what happened to the private contractors to pro-

vide work. We are already discussing that, Madam Speaker, in terms 

of our road works, infrastructure development, other contracts in order 

to rehabilitate our government buildings, our ghauts to make life bet-

ter, and to create other jobs for our people. 

 

Madam Speaker, that is not to say we will not advance the cause to 

our UK partners for the needs that have been laid out here today. And 

so as a government and as this Honourable House, Madam Speaker, I 

stand committed with my colleagues to do all I can. And Madam 

Speaker, over the weekend, a young man, the teacher shared with me, 
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and a young man who answered a question and it plagued me all 

weekend and even more today, that in addressing a question with re-

gards to social ills, that young man said in his answer, he said, Madam 

Speaker, mothers selling their bodies in order to take care of their 

children. Madam Speaker, can I therefore walk away and turn a blind 

eye and not advance that which is best for my people? So, Madam 

Speaker, there's a saying, promise little and deliver much. So, I do not 

come with a fancy speech today. And that is in no way meant to cast 

an aspersion. I'm just saying it as I feel it today. That with the Social 

Services Department, we will seek to advance and to help our safety 

nets, offering to the vulnerable. And this, Madam Speaker, is whether 

you are Montserratian or not. And I'm talking about safety nets, like 

one off that they have been given.  

 

We will continue, Madam Speaker, to look out for the best. We are 

seeking to advance our energy project, which will assist in reducing 

the fuel surcharge. And often the remark is made about MUL, MUL 

will transition, MUL will transition, because we do have a green ener-

gy ambition. And Madam Speaker, in that way, we will reduce some 

of the costs that we're talking about today, that families are forced. 

And so, I end by saying, you see my little document, all scratched up, 

all marked up. It's next to me, like my Bible. And I will urge and con-

tinue to urge all the Members of this government to let us seek to de-

liver on that which is written in here and the other aspirations that we 

have for our country. Thank you, Madam Speaker, for the opportunity 

to address this Honourable House. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

I recognise the Honourable Premier.  

 

The Premier said: 

 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'll try to be 

brief, relatively brief. And I say relatively. I do understand the plight 

of poor people. I come from poor people. I used to sweep the streets in 

Salem to help my step-grandfather. So, I understand. I understand not 

having indoor plumbing and eight of you sleeping in a two-little-room 

house. I understand it. But Madam Speaker, we need to recognise not 

only where we have come from, but where we're going. In 2006-ish, 
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the Honourable John Osborne increased the social welfare to $600. 

During the administration in which I had the pleasure to serve be-

tween 2009 to 2014, we had the pleasure of increasing the social wel-

fare by 50%, 50% from $600 to $900. The Honourable Gentleman 

speaks of studies done in 2014 and prior, which spoke to providing 

increased payments. But Madam Speaker, who was the Premier from 

2014 to 2019? Why was not there even one penny increase in social 

welfare payments? It's all well and good to come here and say, yes, 

I'm looking out for the poor. And we need to fight the British Gov-

ernment so that we can get more money. But let's look at something, 

and I just looked across and I realized there's a gentleman in the 

House. I'm not going to call his name. We were in Dubai in 2014. And 

we were at the stage where we were securing funding for a major port 

funded by Dubai Ports. We lost the election in 2014. We lost it. But 

had we had that port, there would have been non-tax revenue coming 

to Government of Montserrat. There would have been employment 

generated. What used to be Piper's Pond would have been built out, 

would have created additional employment possibilities. Potato Hill 

would have been built. But alas, Madam Speaker, the administration, 

which was led by the person who moved this motion, had a Minister 

who said, I don't want any Arabs here. 

 

Employment generation, Madam Speaker, we need to empower peo-

ple by creating employment possibilities. And that is what we are 

about. I can empathize with Dr. Buffonge. Forgive me for saying this, 

but she came into the office of the Premier one day, very sad and al-

most brought to tears. She needed to get four machines, four dialysis 

machines. Should we provide those dialysis machines, or should we 

give persons an uplift in social welfare payments? After the aid mis-

sion, the Ministry of Education got less than $500,000 for a range of 

projects, which she wanted to implement, but she did not have the da-

ta to support it. We are currently, and I've said this privately to the 

Honourable Gentleman, we're doing the country, sorry, the enhanced 

poverty assessment, which is a very intrusive, very intrusive process 

where the statistics department will be going out and seeking infor-

mation from persons and households to make a determination of what 

the poverty levels are likely to be. And as I said to him, I can guaran-

tee him that at the end of that country poverty assessment, that there 

will be an uplift in the welfare payments because it will be supported 

by the FCDO, but we need to have the data, the data in order to sup-
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port those requests. So, all of this gallerying around that, oh yes, peo-

ple are poor and they need help. Yes, we understand that. And I un-

derstand it more than most. Most of my salary goes to people who 

come to me and ask for help. Many of them, I really don't have the ex-

tra money, but I can't tell them that.  

 

But Madam Speaker, we have to know when people are genuine. It is 

all well and good to jump up and prance and say, Hallelujah, praise 

the Lord. But you're known by the deeds. I would like for him, for ex-

ample, to come with me in Davy Hill and let us try to figure out how 

the gentleman who is now 80 years old to get his windows fixed. I'm 

not going to stop. I'm just simply saying we need in this country to 

stop giving the impression that we are so interested in poor people 

when by our own actions we're not supporting them. And I can say 

more, but I will not go along that line. I just wanted to raise that to 

draw an inference. Tomorrow, my team will be taking a look at a ma-

jor private sector investment initiative. I understand that Honourable 

Lewis is saying we are restricted from whence we can get private sec-

tor investment. I never saw that within our constitution. The British 

Government has never told me that. Perhaps they have told him and 

others that, they've never told me that.  

 

Because we have to look at foreign direct investment coming into 

Montserrat to create the employment possibilities to generate an 

economy, so that our people don't have to be coming to government to 

say we are the working poor when we can create employment possi-

bilities and further non-tax income to the Government of Montserrat. 

Very important. We hear about the price of gas and the price of food, 

and the price of everything else. As I've indicated earlier, we're look-

ing at, and the Cabinet Paper is being prepared, reducing the tariff 

component on all imported goods all, by at least 50 percent. And that 

will have a significant impact on the cost, provided the merchants pass 

it on to the consumers. But we will monitor that.  

 

Madam Speaker, this Resolution predated you as Speaker, predated 

us, because it caused a friction with the former Speaker of the House, 

who did not allow the Paper. When you approached me on it, I said, 

allow the gentleman his day in the Legislative Assembly. Let us de-

bate the Resolution. And in fact, we have. And some important points 

have been made. But Madam Speaker, I think the Honourable Gen-
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tleman, if he's being honest and truthful to himself, will recognise that 

no amount of talking you do inside here is going to convince the 

FCDO that they will give us more money to do anything until we have 

the data to back it up. Okay? That is what is happening. Another point 

of interest is that Montserrat, who is getting 68% of its recurrent 

budget in this fiscal period, is being graduated from official develop-

ment assistance by the same British Government who is providing us 

with that aid. Graduated, because they're saying we're too rich. We 

now will fall under the Treasury, which requires even more, even 

more data to justify any expenditure which we're likely to make in en-

suing years. Just coming from Brasilia, CDB, where we again were to 

be graduated from the BNTF. We had to argue that Montserrat cannot 

be graduated not when they're getting or relying on 68% of their re-

current revenue from aid directly from the British Government, along 

with others.  

 

We were fortunately successful to be able to have the BNTF program 

continued to the tune of about three million dollars. Let us, as a Par-

liament, Madam Speaker, not seek one-upmanship where four and a 

half years or thereabouts from election time. Let us try to work to-

gether. Let us try to have the discussions, and as I've said and I've 

written to the Leader of the Opposition to indicate, let us have regular 

meetings so that we can discuss issues pertinent to the population and 

to the needs of the people of Montserrat. If you did not get it, just let 

me know and I'll resend.  

 

Mr. Paul Lewis said: 

 

Sir, I said we still have to debate in the House with all the respect.  

 

The Premier said: 

 

Yes, I have no problem with that. If you put on your mic, you have to 

stand up. So, Madam Speaker, yes, we all recognise that we have to 

look out for the poor. We have to look out and see how we can in-

crease pensions, and this then brings me to another point. Since in the 

early 1990s, I've been fighting with the British Government that per-

sons who retire to Montserrat with a UK pension should have their 

pension linked to the UK pension increases so that they do not, they 

are not at a disadvantage having returned to a British Overseas Terri-
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tory. And I've said to the Minister, this will remain on the agenda in 

every meeting I come to, I'm going to raise it because it has to be re-

solved. And that will take care of some of our pensioners from the UK 

who have worked many years and are still needing social welfare as-

sistance in Montserrat, when in fact it should not be necessary, had 

they been upgraded, along with those who remained resident in the 

United Kingdom. These are critical issues, but we have to work to-

gether on them.  

 

And in closing, Madam Speaker, I want to commend the team with 

whom I've had the pleasure to work for the past few months. And I'll 

start at the very far end, the Honourable Dwayne Hixon. He has come 

a very long way, and the experience which he has gathered, acting as 

a minister and travelling on behalf of the Minister and representing 

the government and people of Montserrat, is good for the future. The 

Honourable Crenston Buffonge has been representing the Office of 

the Premier and the Premier himself at a range of regional meetings as 

the Minister with responsibility for those areas. Honourable Ingrid 

Buffonge she has just come back from a stint as an election observer, 

a wonderful job, and she continues to fight for education and health. 

Honourable John Osborne represented the Premier at the recent OECS 

authority meeting with distinction. Honourable Hector will be repre-

senting the Premier at the CARICOM Heads of Government meeting 

in Jamaica in July. This is giving the team an opportunity to make me 

a relic of the past so that they can take this team and this country for-

ward, gaining the experience and the guidance of a dinosaur like my-

self. But one of the things which we will promise is that whatever we 

do, we will do in the interest of the people of this country. 

 

There are things which have been promised, which have taken a bit 

longer to deliver, but they will be delivered, will be delivered. So, for 

example, the tax on overtime pay, that Paper will soon be before Cab-

inet, where your tax on overtime pay will be denominated at the rate 

at which you're paying your regular taxes. So, if your tax rate is 5%, 

then your overtime pay will be 5%. The tax on your overtime pay will 

be 5%. If your tax rate is 10%, then your tax rate will be 10% on your 

overtime pay, as against the 30% which ensues at the moment. It's my 

right to speak. I did not disturb you when you were speaking, Madam. 

So, Madam Speaker, we say all of this to say we have a Resolution 

before us. The Opposition cannot, in its own right, seek to create a 
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Resolution committing government to an expenditure which has not 

gone through the process and what we’re suggesting to them is that 

with the poverty assessment, kindly encourage persons to participate 

fully when the statistics department and the enumerators come around 

to have the discussion. It's going to be a long process. I think it's going 

to take maybe two hours in consultations thereabouts, but it is for your 

own good, so that when they come to get the information, they have 

the information, so that we can deal with the issue of increasing the 

benefits to those who need the benefits increased. So, Madam Speak-

er, with that brief intervention, I thank you and I yield. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

That's all of our interventions; we'll ask the mover of the motion to 

wrap up. I recognise the Honourable Romeo, please.  

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. I'd start it's important to clear 

up issues that are raised. I was hoping that we didn't have to go 

through this and I could tell you all something if it wasn’t for the lady 

on my right and the gentleman further on my right I would have can-

celed this Resolution today because I knew this Resolution might turn 

out to be a Don Romeo thing but I just want to let the public know and 

this House know this is not about Don Romeo, what he did or did not 

do. This is a simple Resolution calling on this entire House to support 

calling on government and the relevant departments to discuss an ur-

gent adjustment to support the vulnerable pensioners and especially 

working poor and their dependence in the public and private sector 

and let me tell you all something if you want to label me as the wel-

fare Premier, you want to label me as the man who argued for poor 

people, I am proud. Because let me tell you something, if we do not 

address the circumstances of the poor, there'll be no Montserrat. Tell-

ing you all today, and Honourable Dorsette is a woman of the Word. 

The reason why we're here today is because we failed to take care of 

the poor, especially at the beginning of this crisis, just want you all to 

know that. The bible says if you don't take care of the poor and the 

weak, it will drive you out of your country. And let me tell you fur-

ther, you see the gentleman called Burkino Faso that you mentioned, 

the reason why he's having success is because his focus is on the poor 
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and the weak, and then he got the wisdom, that's where he got the 

wisdom. It doesn't come from him; the wisdom was given to him to be 

able to represent his people so effectively. So, let me warn you all, if 

you want the wisdom, let us get this thing passed and approved and 

pushed and that this becomes something that we all stand for, not Don 

Romeo.  

 

The reason and let me go carefully, Honourable Premier. I want to 

thank you for encouraging the Speaker to allow this Resolution to 

come forward. Thank you very much, but that should not be your re-

sponsibility. The Speaker should have made the decision based on the 

fact that we have a right to have an Opposition to pass a Resolution 

according to our constitution, and I believe that is why she made the 

decision, not because you told her. She made the decision because she 

assessed the situation and came to that conclusion. And let me go a lit-

tle further, unfortunately, and I must say this because I did not want to 

come in here to create any division. I wanted this to be a united thing, 

and that is why I nearly cancelled this whole thing. I nearly did. Be-

cause Madam Speaker had this Resolution come to this House last 

year, I guarantee you that there would have been a change in remu-

neration and income for the very people we're mentioning right here. 

You know why? When a government and an Opposition unite on a 

matter, the power of unity is incredible. And this I agree with you, 

Honourable Premier, it will happen. It will happen in a few months. It 

will happen and hopefully soon, but will it be adequate? And let me 

say this, Honourable Premier, if you really want to make a change 

that's going to make a serious dent, you need the support of the Oppo-

sition taking this matter forward. Don't just think that by giving the 

statistics is going to happen, don't think that by doing it you just 

you're just going to get what you want. You know better than that. 

 

Madam Speaker, the Honourable Crenston, oh, no, let me let me fin-

ish. I have to be very careful here because I don't want to start a war. 

In defending myself, I have to be very careful because it's being 

thrown at me. One of the things we need to clear up, Madam Speaker, 

in this Honourable House is that we were not graduated by the British. 

The OECD countries that allow the British to use ODA aid are imper-

ative; they can't give us aid unless the OECD countries agree. So, a 

group of countries agreed, along with Britain, to provide 0.0% of their 

GDP to the poor world. That's number one. They wanted to stay in 
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ODA aid. They do not want it to be transferred to competing with the 

internal budget. They don't. But guess what? No matter where they 

place us, whether ODA or an internal side, the legal obligation to us 

remains the same. As a matter of fact, I would argue that by being in-

cluded internally, we may have another advantage that we didn't think 

of. You know why? It gives you a voice within Parliament in the UK. 

You can demand it if you wish, and I will support you. Furthermore, it 

may entitle us to the levelling of funds. So, if you don't have ODA, 

there's a levelling of funds to level up how you treat people within 

Britain. So, if we're internal level up with us, too. It's from the level-

ling of funds that the Isles of Scilly got 48 million pounds offered to 

them for ferries last year. Who mentioned somebody mentioned it, so 

technically, no matter where you place us, the argument is the same.  

 

Honourable Speaker. I want to go say another thing, too. If you ever 

think that because you're gonna come up with statistics, you're gonna 

get what you want. Me, sorry for you, sorry for us, Madam Speaker, 

pardon me. Statistics are not going to give us anything. And Honoura-

ble Crenston, you said that we can't force anybody to give us what we 

need, and he's correct. Our job is to influence, sir, to influence not to 

force; that's for the military, is to influence. And so just for the record, 

so he understands what influence means and whether we have to de-

pend on statistics, I need to relate to this House that even with statis-

tics, even with a business case for the ferry for the fibre optic. Guess 

what happened? The British still wanted to kill the project. There was 

a business case, it was approved by Cabinet along with a joint group 

in the UK to go for the business case and the next thing I'm told it's 

gonna be squashed because we have to get further approval. And 

Madam Speaker, I must say this because we need to know this. You 

know what I did? I called the director and I said to him, Director, I'm 

going to the UN next week. This is the one good thing we have. Good 

news, I have for the UN. So please do what you have to do to make 

me say, in other words, within two days, it was signed off on. They 

had the statistics. They made the business case themselves, yet it was 

being blocked. Go and read the business case, fantastic, all the figures, 

all the facts, everything to make the case. They agreed down to the 

end. But guess what? I still had to influence them to simply do what 

they agreed. They should have let us go for lunch. You know, imag-

ine, imagine. So, the facts and the statistics don't let anybody fool you. 
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You need the support of the Opposition. We need to act as one gov-

ernment, and we need stats too.  

 

But think about it. You think if the United Kingdom they were facing 

the situation discussion we're having here, that anything will hold 

them up from addressing it the next day. They'll be out of office in no 

time. So, please understand this Resolution is simply about us uniting 

over a matter that is urgent, that's all it is; for us to say we agree or not 

agree. Don't get confused. Let me read it again. This Honourable 

House now calls on the government and relevant departments, without 

imposing any obligation whatsoever on them, without the approval of 

the Cabinet under section 70 of the Montserrat Constitution Order, to 

discuss an urgent adjustment to support the vulnerable pensioners, es-

pecially the working poor, their dependents and the public and private 

sector. That's all it is. It's not about Don Romeo. And I've been 

warned, Don, you keep letting people fire licks at you, and you don't 

deal with it. I'm not going to deal with all that today, but I'm going to 

call on my brother to come public and clear his name because my 

name is being dragged into this Davy Hill matter, and I'm telling him 

to come and clear his name before I do it. And the Honourable Prem-

ier needs to stop coming in here and confusing people over a matter 

that has nothing to do with what we're dealing with. So, I'm just simp-

ly saying that I've…  

 

Mr. Crenston Buffonge said: 

 

Madam Speaker, Point of Order, Madam Speaker. 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Let him come to the public… 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Excuse me, Honourable Romeo. What is your Point of Order, sir? 

 

Mr. Crenston Buffonge said: 

 

Madam Speaker, while we understand the Member's passion for this 

subject, I don't believe Standing Orders allow for him to debate his 
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own Resolution. I believe, as far as I'm aware, the Standing Orders al-

low for the presentation and Members to contribute, and then it goes 

on from there, but the Honourable Member is seemingly debating his 

Bill or his Resolution entirely over again. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

He was given the opportunity to wrap up, so I hope that's what he's 

doing, wrapping up. 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Honourable Speaker, the Honourable Premier said something, nobody 

stopped him, I didn't stop him. I'm responding to what he says. I'm al-

lowed to respond to anything said on the other side, clarify, reinforce 

anything said on the other side. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Right. So please wrap up. That's what I've given you the opportunity 

to do.  

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

I am, but his Point of Order is not-his point of order is not in order. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Let us not bother with the cross-talk, please. 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

So, Madam Speaker, if Honourable Crenston, I'm just simply respond-

ing to what was said. I'm responding to you and others. Okay, good, 

so let me go further, we're talking about influencing. It was said that 

when I came into office that I had the opportunity to increase welfare, 

and that is true. And I will share with you the very letter that I re-

ceived from the Secretary of State when we made a decision to in-

crease the salaries for public servants by 3%, 3%. And this is what it 

said, so you understand, yes, Honourable Osborne said it's important 
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to explain why things didn't happen. So that's what I'm responding to. 

And this is what the Honourable, what's her name, Priti Patel, said: 

I'm very disappointed to learn about your recent announcement of the 

Government of Montserrat’s decision to award a 3% salary increase, 

increasing to 10% at the lowest paid to all civil servants. It is particu-

larly disappointing that this decision was taken after the UK Govern-

ment had made clear that we did not support your government's pro-

posal to pay such an increase when the matter raised when the matter 

was raised in February and despite the thorough and protracted nego-

tiations with the Department of International Development that's 

DFID at the time held with the Government of Montserrat between 

December and April on its budget preparations. So, she was telling me 

she was disappointed. We made the decision without their approval. 

That's how the first 3% increase was made. She went on to say, this is 

especially true at a time when Montserrat has other pressing needs and 

the context of a continuing 1% public sector pay cap in the UK. She's 

saying we only have a 1% cap. How could you give 3%? So, please 

understand the sort of fight that had to be made.  

 

We made the decision, it was approved in this House, and it was not 

by blocked by the British Government. After they withdrew $1.54 

million in protest for our decision. Otherwise, the civil servants would 

have never gotten an increase. And I'm happy to trade 1.54 million for 

an increase that cost 1.54 million that has continued until this day. 

That is the atmosphere I was fighting in and not only that, remember 

that the 600 was raised to 900 and I commend the Honourable Premier 

before elections in 2024 for making that decision but it was under 

considerable pressure that it was done and I'm not trying to point to 

myself please what I'm trying to say is because the Opposition took a 

strong position then and he became in agreement. It was done. Yes, 

you made a decision to raise it. We pushed for it, so there was agree-

ment, and let me make the point. The point is very simple, and that’s 

why I tell you know, you guys want me to respond, I will respond. 

And that is why this debate is very important. Had this Resolution 

been tabled a year ago, there would have been an increase, I guarantee 

you, not just that, simply because everybody on this side was in sup-

port of it. There was no objection. Nobody calling people mendicants. 

Nobody's saying that we don't need aid. Nobody's saying that we beg-

ging. They would have had the support of the Opposition, and the 

British Government respects unity on something that makes sense and 
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that is morally right and strong. Please don't forget that. They respect 

it. So today our unity, however simple it may seem, will go a long 

way.  

 

Madam Speaker, this may not be the forum, but I'm going to mention 

it on the record. Honourable Crenston spoke about being bold like 

Burkina Faso. I totally agree, and let me tell you something, Burkina 

Faso has foreign forces behind him to support him in his moves. He's 

not doing it all alone. He's wise to use his wealth and resources and to 

drive out those who are robbing them but he needs support. He needed 

some strong support to do what he's doing. But guess what Madam 

Speaker? Madam Speaker this House can be as bold as the leader 

Burkina Faso. Please don't forget me saying this on the record. We are 

in a position to be just as bold as this young man. Why? Because of 

what my Honourable Member stood and read a while ago. One day 

we're going to realize that in 2019 the basis was set for the Govern-

ment of Montserrat to stand like Burkina Faso and demand change 

and it still remains for us to use to stand together. That is why Hon-

ourable Premier I'm, not just recommending that we agree on this 

Resolution, which I think you already agree on. You're already acting 

on it. Honourable Premier, once you get those stats and you get your 

facts together, I'm urging you, please work with the Opposition before 

you go back to the British Government. And I want to even suggest 

that you come back to this House with whatever conclusion you have, 

whatever proposal you have, whatever business case you put together, 

and let us unite so that a Resolution goes out of this House supporting 

your request to the British Government so they know that this entire 

Parliament is behind you. And I want you to understand that that is 

what this Resolution is about.  

 

If you want a one-Montserrat situation, try it. We will go out as you 

said and promote and encourage people to get the facts in for the gov-

ernment. We're going to do what you ask us to do. We're going to 

continue to agitate on the radio and do what we have to do but my re-

quest to you sir is that when you come to the conclusion if you want 

to involve us it's up to you but when you come to the conclusion and 

you have that case, please bring it with the Opposition bring it to the 

Opposition, don't let us meet every week or month as you say for 

nothing. Bring it back to us, let us stand in this House in unity over 

what you put forward, and it better be substantial because when you 



Page 132 of 142 

 

have a 21% inflation that's compounding over 15 years, what sort of 

increase is needed? If the living wage is $2485, please understand the 

level of change that's needed to do what Honourable Mulcare said: 

keep our civil servants, keep our young people and allow people to 

live in decency. We're talking about a significant injection significant 

change. So that is why I'm saying to you today, make sure that when 

you do come to a conclusion, don't depend on the facts that you put 

forward don't depend, come, unite with us and let us take it forward. If 

nothing else I said makes sense today, I hope that one does. 

 

Now I heard the Honourable Crenston say let's forget about first call, 

and you know, talk about the UN thing. And I hate to have to even 

speak about this, and the reason why I speak is because of the lady on 

my right who said stood and read it, the power of agreement. She read 

it. Please understand, sir, that when we graduate out of ODA aid, 

there's no more first call to ODA aid; it's over. Correct? It's over. We 

have a few more months until next year to get money from ODA aid, 

but mark my word, the change the Honourable Premier mentions of 

negotiating with the British Government for internal funds will re-

quire an understanding of our rights, which have nothing to do with 

first call. Nothing. Forget first call, throw it out the door because 

there's no more. It's all about whether we understand what Honourable 

Mulcare read our rights under UN law, and again, we can't force them 

to do anything. We have to influence them to do something. That is 

what we have to do. But once again, I'm being very careful here, very 

careful because I already told my colleague on my right, I keep men-

tioning that, there's going to be a change with how I operate going 

forward. There's going to have to be a change in many ways. No, no, 

no, no,  

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Please don't interrupt the speaker, please. 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Madam Speaker, I'm referring to what…. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 
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No, no, I’m not… 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

I understand. So, he understands, and I will speak with the Honoura-

ble Leader. He understands what I'm saying. I said it to him before, so 

he knows I'm talking about what happened this morning. We need to 

move forward in an understanding that we are in a position in this 

House to make a significant difference in saving our economy and 

growing it out of dependency. We can make, we are the deciding fac-

tor, not the British Government; we are to the extent where if the Brit-

ish Government does not help, help will come from somewhere else, 

but it has to start with us understanding our rights under international 

law. We have to understand it.  

 

Madam Speaker, I'm going to stop there. There are many other things 

to comment on, and it's best that I stop there and simply appeal to this 

House that this decision today is about simply making a stand for the 

weak, for those who don't get the salaries we get. And that is all it's 

about. I guess we'll have a division so it'll be clear where we stand 

each of us on this matter, and I'm going to sit at this point. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Thank you, Honourable Members. But before we proceed, I would 

like to clarify something for the benefit of this House and as well as 

for those who might be listening lest they go away with the wrong 

impression. Seeking clarification on a matter is quite different from 

seeking permission to allow the presentation of the motion to move 

this Resolution. The Speaker, being the sole judge of the admissibil-

ity, made the decision on her own. It was not with the influence or the 

instructions of the Premier. Okay, I just needed to make that clear lest 

anyone goes away with the wrong impression, okay. We'll move on. 

So, it has been moved and seconded that the Resolution, “Considera-

tion of an Increase in Support to the Income and Salaries of the Vul-

nerable, the Working Poor, Pensioners, Public Servants and Other Af-

fected Persons in the Public and Private Sector” should be approved. 

 

The question was put 
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Madam Speaker said: 

 

Well, I heard more no than ayes. There were more ayes than nays, so I 

would take it that..  

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Madam Speaker. Point of Order, Madam Speaker. Can we ask for di-

vision then to be clear? 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Okay, fair enough. The division does come after the question has been 

put, so it's in order. So, Madam Clerk. 

The Clerk conducted the division by individually calling upon each 

Honourable Member to declare their vote. 

 

The Premier said: 

 

Nay. 

 

The Minister for BUILT said: 

 

Nay. 

 

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

 

Nay. 

 

At approximately 2:30 p.m., the Honourable Minister of Health and 

Education withdrew from the Assembly and did not resume her seat. 

Accordingly, when called upon during the division, the Honourable 

Premier exercised the vote on her behalf. 
 

The Premier said: 

 

I'll vote for her, nay  

 

Mr. Dwayne Hixon said: 
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Nay. 

 

Mr. Crenston Buffonge said: 

 

Aye. 

 

The Attorney General said: 

 

Nay. 

 

The Financial Secretary (Ag) said: 

 

Nay. 

 

Mr. Paul Lewis said: 

 

Aye. 

 

Mrs. Nyota Mulcare said: 

 

Aye. 

 

Mr. Donaldson Romeo said: 

 

Aye. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Okay, could you just give us the tally, please? So how many nays? 

Six? 

 

The Clerk said: 

 

Sorry, 6 nays, 4 ayes, a total of 10 persons voted. 

 

Madam Speaker said: 

 

Okay, so it would appear that the nays outnumber the ayes, so the 

“Resolution for the Consideration of an Increase in Support to the In-

come and Salaries of the Vulnerable, the Working Poor, Pensioners, 
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Public Servants and Other Affected Persons in the Public and Private 

Sector” has not been approved by this Honourable House. 

 

10.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 

Madam Speaker said: 

Is someone going to move for the adjournment? I recognise the Hon-

ourable Deputy Premier.  

The Minister for BUILT said: 

Madam Speaker, I ask that this Honourable House be adjourned sine 

die, if it pleases you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker said: 

I recognise the Honourable Minister of Agriculture. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Land and the Environment said: 

Madam Speaker, I rise to second the motion that this Honourable 

House be adjourned sine die. 

Madam Speaker said: 

It has been moved and seconded that this Honourable House should 

stand adjourned sine die.  

 

The question was put and carried.   

Madam Speaker said: 

This Honourable House now stands adjourned sine die   

The assembly adjourned at approximately 3:08 p.m. 



Page 137 of 142 

 

_______________________________ 

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

Dated this ______ day of __________________ 2025 

_______________________________ 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 


