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Montserrat

Cemeteries Regulations. 2024

S.R.O. 36 of 2024

STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS

s.R.o. oF 202,r

CENIETERIES R-ECUL.{TIONS 202,1

THE CE}IETERIES REGUL,{TIONS 202.I }ADE BY THE PUBLIC
HEALTH ADVISORY BO.{RD WITH THE .{PPROI'AL OF THE
GOVERNOR ACTING O\ THE ADVICE OF CABI\ET UNDER
SECTION IO OF THE CENIETERIES ACT
(ACT NO. r9 OF 202.1).

Citation

These Regulations may be cited as the Cemeteries Regulations.
2021.

Interpretation

In these Regulations-

"Custodian" means

/.1, in respect of a private cemetery, a person designated

by the minister of religion or other religious leader in

charge of the religious establishment attached to the

private cemeteryi

/hr in respect ol'a public cemetery- the Enr ironmental

Health Ol'ficer assigned to the district in which the

public cemetery is locatcd: or

/(, in respect of a private cemetery other than a private

cemetery in paragraph /4/. the owner of the land on

which the prilate cemetery is located;

"Minister" means the Minister with responsibility for health;

"mausoleum" means a building constructed above ground for

the interment ola body: and

"tomb" means an undcrground vault for the intcrment of a

body.
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Management of cemeteries

A Custodian is. on behalf of the Board. responsible for the

management of the ccmctcry tbr which he is appointed.

Hours of opening

A cemetery shall be open for interment from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily

Application and grant of approval for interment

(1) A body shall only be intened in a cemetery.

(2) A body shall not be intened in a cemetery without the approval of
a Custodian.

(3) A person who wishes to inter a body in a cemetery shall make an

application to a Custodian for the interment of a body and in the

case of interment in a private cemetery. a copy ofthe application

shall be submitted to the Environmental Health Department.

(4) An application shall set out-

/a7 the [ame. age and gender of the person to be interred;

fbl the date and place ofdeath ofthe person to be intered;

/c/ the religious denomination ofthe person to be interred. ifany:

/d7 the proposed date of interment:

/e/ the location where the body is to be intened, including

whether it is in a public cemetery or priyate cemetery;

(/) whether the body is to be intered in a gmve. tomb or
mausoleum:

/g/ whether the body is to be interred in a grave or tomb which
contains a body or is intended to contain more than one body;

lil if the body is to be interred in a mausoleum, whether it is a

private mausoleum or public mausoleum;

f/) the particular vault in the private mausoleum the body will be

interred, il any;

f) any other intbrmation that the Custodian deems necessary.

(5) An application shall be accompanied by-

/a/ the permit to bury in respect of the person. issued in

accordance with the Registration of Births and Deaths Act
(Cap.6.l3);

{
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(6)

/67 an image or specimcn of the design of the tomb, if necessary;

and

/cl in the case where the application is for the interment of the

second body in a grave or tomb. a certiltcate lrom the

Environmental Health Department certifying that a body has

already been interred in the grave; and

/././ the fee payable for-
(i) intcrment in a gmve;

(ii) intement in a tomb in a public cemetery for the interment

of two bodies:

(iii) interment in a public mausoleum;

(iv) interment in a private mausoleum:

(v) interment in a private tomb; or

(vi) purchase ofa tomb in a public cemetery for the interment

of two bodies.

The Custodian shall, on being satisfied that all the necessary

information has been provided and the requisite fees have been

paid, grant written approval to an applicant for the interment of a

body in a cemetery.

(7) Despite subregulation (51(d)liii) or /vi), if a person has. prior to

the submission of an apptication under subregulation (3),

purchased a tomb in a public cemetery for the interment of two

bodies or has purchased a vault in a public mausoleum. he shall

submit proof of payment of the required fee in suppon of his

application.

Register of interments

(l) A Custodian shall kccp a register of intennents, setting out the

dates of interment. namcs. sexes, and ages of all persons intened

in the cemetery under his management and the manncr of
interment.

(2) A Custodian shall submit to the Board an annual report setting out

the information recorded in the register of interments. within tkee
months ofthe end ofthe calendar year.

.l
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Number ofbodies in a coffin, grave or tomb

(l) A body shall be placed in a coflin prior to interment and a coffin
shall not contain more than one body.

(2) A gra\e ortomb may contain a maximum oftwo bodies with cach

bodv in a cotfin.

8. Dimensions ofgraves and tombs

(1) A gmve for interment of a body in a colhn shall, in respect of-

/a/ one comn. be no less than six feet deep; and

(b/ two cotfins, be no less than nine feet deep: and

(2) A tomb for the intement of a body in a coffin shall, in respect

of

/a7 one tomb, be no less than three feet deep: and

/b/ two tombs, be no less than six t'eet deep.

Burial of mother and child

(l) Despite regulation 7. the Board may approve the intement of a

mother and her child under the age ofthree yeani in one coffin at

the sane time.

(2) The Board rnay determine the manner in which a burial under

subregulation ( I ) may bc corlducted.

10. lnterment ofashes in a grav€

(l) A person who wishes to inter the ashes of a persoo in agrave ina
cenretery shall make an application to the Custodian for the

interment of the ashes and in the case of interment in a prirate
cemetery. a copy of the application shall be submitted to the

Environmental Health Department.

(2) An application under subregulation (l) shall set out the

information required in regulation 5(4\(a)n (e) and /k/ and shall

be accompanied by the lee payable for interment of ashes in a

grave.

(3) The Custodian shall. on being satisfied that all the necessary

information has been prorided and the requisite fee has been paid.

grant written approval to an applicant for the interment of the

ashes in a grave in a cemetery.

9
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(4) The ashes of a person shall be placed in an um or similar

receptacle pdor to interment in a Brave.

(5) A gmve for the interment ofashes shall be no less than three feet

deep.

I l. Public mausoleums

(1) The Covemor acting on the advice of Cabinet may authorise the

construction of public mausoleums in a public cemetery.

(2) A public mausoleum shall be constructed in accordance with the

grant ofdevelopment permission for the construction ofthe public

mausoleum under the Physical Planning Act (Cap. 8.03).

12. Private mausoleums

(l) A person who wishes to construct a private mausoleum in a

private cemetery shall make an application to the Custodian and

the person shall submit a copy of the application to the Board.

(2) An application under subregulation ( I ) shall be accompanied

by-

t'cl the location in lhe cemetery in which the private mausoleum

is to be constructed:

(b1 proof of the grant of development permission for the

construction of the private mausoleum under the Physical

Planning Act (Cap. 8.01);

/c) copies of the drawings submifted to support the grant of
permission under paragraph /6i lor the construction of the

private mausoleumi

Id) the number ofvaults the private mausoleum will contain;

1e) details of the religious denominations of the persons to be

interred in the private mausoleum, ifany:

#) written conhrmation by the religious leader of the

denomination that there is no objection to the construction of
the private mausoleum: and

(g) the fee payable for the sale of land tbr the consmrction of a
private mausoleum in a private cemetery.

(3) The Custodian shall. on being satisfied that all the required

information has been submitted and the requisite fees have been

6
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paid, grant approval lbr the construction of the prilate

mausoleum.

13. Re-opening ofgraves, tombs or mausoleums

(1) A gave or tomb shall only bc rc-opened for the purpose of-

/a/ interring a second body; or

/67 exhuming a body on the written authorisation of the Chief
Medical Officer-

(2) A vault in a mausoleum shall only be re-opened lor the purpose

of exhuming a body on the written authorisation of the Chief
Medical Officer.

(3) For the purposes of subregulation (l)({t), the Custodian may

authorise the re-opening ofa grave or tomb no earlier than

14l seven years from the date ofthe tirst interment. if the cofhns

in the grave are to be separated by a layer ofearth;

/b/ seven days from the date of the ltrst interment, if the coffins
in the tomb are to be separated by a layer ofconcrete.

14. Grave digging etc.

A person, other than a person employed by or with the approval

of a Custodian. shall not-

lal dig a graw;

Ibl place a tomb; or

1cl construct a mausoleuml

in a cemetery.

15- Erection of headstooes

(1) A person shall not erect a headstone in any part ofa-
/a/ public cemetery without the written permission ofthe Board;

or

(b) pivate cemetery without the written permission of the

Custodian.

(2) A penon may erect and install a temporary cross or other

temporary marker on a grave or tomb.

1



(3) A headstone installed on a gyave or tomb shall not exceed a width
of th.ree feet or a height of two and a halffeet.

(4) No person shall install or crcct a stftrcnrre other than a strucnrre

listed under subregulation ( 1) or (2) in a cemetery.

t6. Application and grant of p€rmission to erect a headstone

(l) A person may make an application to the Custodian for
permission to erect a headstone on a grave in a cemetery and in
the case of a public cemetery. the Custodian shall submit the

application to the Board 1br approval.

(2) An application shall set out-
ral the name ofthe applicant:

/b) the name of the deceased person in respect of whom the

headstone is to be erected:

/c/ the location of the grave or tomb in respect of which the

headstone is to be erected:

1td) whether the grave or tomb on which the headstone is to be

erected contains or is intended to contain two bodies:

fel the proposed date of erection of the headstone; and

(/ any other information the Board deems necessary.

(3) An application shall be accompanied by-

1c, the death cefiificate of the person in respect of whom the

headstone is to be erected;

fr) a statement in writing or image ofthe design and the words to

be inscribed on the headstone: and

/c/ the fee payable for lhe $ant of permission to erect the

headstone.

(4) The Board shall, on being satisfied-

r'al with the informalion provided; and

/b) that the requisite lee has been paid for permission to erect a

headstone,

grant written permission to the applicant to erect a headstone on a

grave or tomb.

8
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(5) No headstone may be erected on a grave or tomb on which a

headstone is already placed.

17. Repairs to headstone in cemetery

A headstone in a cemetery shall bc kept in repair by the ouner of
the headstone or the person to whom permission was granted for
the erection ofthe headstone.

18. Headstone, etc. in state ofdisrcpair

(1) The Custodian may. by written notice. requirc the owner of a

headstone or the person to whom permission was granted for the

erection ofa headstonc to rcpair or remove the headstone jfit has

become dilapidated or is not kept in proper repair.

(2) After the expiration offourteen days from the date oftransmission

ofa notice under subregulation ( I ). the Custodian may, on iailure

ofthe owner or other person to whom permission was granted, to

comply with the notice. cause the necessary work to executed and

recover the cost of the work before a Magistrate as a civil debt.

(3) If the Custodian is unablc to identify or locate the owner of a

headstone or the person to whom permission was granted for the

erection ofa headstone. the Board may cause the necessary work
to be done.

19. Interment ofindigent persons, etc.

(l) No fee shall be payable tbr the interment in a grave ofan indigent

person.

(2) The Govemment shall bear the cost lbr the intemment in a grave

ofan indigent person.

20. Mass interment

(l) Despite drese Regulations, the Chiei Medical Officer may

aulhorisc thc conduct of mass intermcnt5.

(2) The Chief Medical Ot'Iicer shall. within a reasonable time. provide

a report to rhe Board. on the exercise of his powers under

subregulation ( I ).

(3) The Chief Medical Otficcr shall issue guidelines for the conduct

ofmass intennents.

9
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(4) For the purposes of this section. "mass interments" means the

interment ofthree or more bodies in a single grave, where multiple

deaths occur as a result of-

l/a/ an epidemic, pandemic. natural disaster. famine or accident:

/b/ the spread ofinfectious or contagious disease: or

/4 any other cause the Chief Medical Officer deems relevant.

21. Fees for interment and other matters

(l) The fees for

rat interment in a grare:

/b/ interment in a tomb in a public cemetery for the interment of
two bodies:

/c) interment in a public mausoleum:

(d/ interment in a private rrausoleum:

r'e) interment in a private tomb;

f) purchase ofa tomb in a public cemetery lor the interment ol
two bodies:

19) erection ofa headstone: ald

1, interment ofashes in a grave.

are set out in the Schedule.

(2) The fees under subregulation ( I ) are non-refundable.

(3) All fees and dues received or recovered under these Regulations

shall be paid to the Accountant General.

22 Provision for sale of tombs in a public cemetery or public
mausoleums

(l) A person may sell or otherwise transfer a tomb in a public

cemetery for the interment of two bodics, il at least one level of
rhe tomb is unoccupied.

(2) A person who intends to sell otherwise transfer a tomb in a public

cemetery for the intennent of two bodies shall. p or to the sale or

transfer. nc,tily the B,lurd in uriting.

(3) A sate shall not be completed until the Board contims to the

person under subregulations ( t ) and (2), in writing, that one or

both levels ofthe tomb is unoccupied.

l0
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(.1) A person under this regulation shall, tbllowing thc sale or transf.er.

subnit wrinen proofoldre salc or transfcr to the Board.

23. Off€nces

(l) A person shall not. within a cemetery-

fut damage a building. fence, headstone. monument. tomb, tree

or shrubl

f6l climb on a building. fence. headstone. monument. rail, tomb

or tree;

/r'./ commit a nuisance;

(d) cteate a disturbance or indulge in noisy. provoking or

boisterous languagr':

/e/ behave in a disorderly manner during or dismpt the intement

ofa body;

fl play a game;

/g7 dePosit litter;

/,1r7 tether or allow to be at large or in any way graze an animal;

/ pluck or remove any branches of trees, flowers or shrubs of
any kind fiom the cemetery without the permission of the

Custodian;

f) haul or drive any cart. carriage, or other vehicle of any kind

without the permission ofthe Custodian.

(2) A person shall not enter or remain in a public cemetery after 6

p.m. or before 6 a.m., without the permission ofthe Custodian.

21 Repeal

The Burial Ground Regulations (SRO 4i 1945) is repealed
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SCHEDULE

(Regulation ) l1

L\*TERME\T A\D OTHER t'E ES

)'

Made by the hblic Health Advisory Board with the approval of the
Governor acting on the advice of Cabina this 3rd day of Scptmfu,2W4.

.a'
L.

-../ _/,,,1,.,'t
Dr. Sharra N. Greenaway-Duberry
CHAIR"N,TAII{, PL'BLIC MALTE
AI}!'ISORY BOARD

Publisbsd by exhr-bition by dr Clerk of Cabina at he Offrce of dre keislame,
psraa ptazs, Brad€s, Mootserrat, MSRI I tO, 0risfhday ofS;t".b,-f, ZOZ+.

3.

4

5.

6.

I

2.

7

8

Int€rm€nt in a grave

hterment in a tomb in a pubtic cernetery for tie interm€nt
of two bodies

Int€flrent in r public mausoleum

ht€mment in a private mausoleum

Ilt€rment in a privste lomb

Purchase ofa tomb in a public cernetery for int€f,ment of
two bodies

Erection ofa headstone

Interment of ashes in a grave

100

100

3000

r00

100

6000

100

100

t2

CLEzu( OF CABI.\ET
:ss-r&

No. Servkr Fec ($)


